e 7s 34 26) 


x GRACE ABOUNDING 1 1 
CHIEF or. RRS, 4 1 


A brief and faithful Relation of the exceeding 
Mercy of Gov in CHRIS 7, to his poor | 
Servant, Joun Bunyan. // 
MEER Af e 0 


herein 75 particularly * 


The Manner of his Converſion, his Sight and Trou- 
ble for Sin, his dreadful Temptations; alſo how 
he deſpaired of God's Mercy, and how the 
Lord at length throu hriſt, did deliver 
him from all the Guilt and Terror that 
lay upon him. | 


All which 4 ati with his own Hand, and 
now publiſhed for the Support of the weak and 
HEE tempted FR of Gov. 
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PREFACE; 


A brief Aub of the Publiting 
of this Work. 


Writtin bj the Author thereof; and Aalto TH 
thoſe whom God hath-accounted him worthy to 
| beget to Faith, by. his Miniſtry i in the Ward. 


HILDREN; Grace be with you, Amen. 
I being taken f from you in preſenee, and ſo 
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tied up that 1 cannot perform that duty that from 
God doth lie upon me to you-ward, for your 


farther edifying and building up in faith, in 
holineſs, &c. yet, that you may ſee my ſou] bath 


fatherly care and defire after your ſpiritual and” 


Gefred haven. ad. f 


everlaſting welfare, I now once again, as before 
from tlie top of Shenir and Hermon, ſo now 
from the lions den, and from the mountains of the 
leopard (Song iv. 8.), do yet look after you all, 
greatly longing to ſee Nee ſafe arrival f in be 


— ee 


T thank God upon every dest of 


you; ; and rejoice, even while J ſtick between the 
teeth of the lions in the wilderneſs; that the 


ace, and mercy, and knowledge, of Chriſt our 
Saviour, which God hath beſtowed upon you, 


with abundance of faith and love ; your hunger- | 


wy. ang wiefting Aer further ae — 
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3 The Profuce 


the Father, i in the Son, your tenderneſs of heart, | 


your trembling at fin, your ſober and holy de- 
portment alſo, before both God and men, is a 
great refreſhment to me; for you are my glory 
and joy. 1 Theff, li. 20. 

I have ſent you here incloſed a 4 of that 
honey that I have taken out of the carcaſe of a 
lion, Judges xiv. 5, 6, 7, 8. - I have eaten thefeof 
myſelf and am much refreſhed thereby. Temp- 
tations, when we meet them at firſt, are a5 the 
lion that roared upon Samſon ; but if we over- 
come them, the next time we lee them we ſhall 
find a neſt of honey within them. The Philiſtines 
underſlood me not. It is ſomething, a relation 
of the work ol God upon my ſoul, even from the 

very firſt till now, wherein you may perceive 4 
caſtings down, and rifings up; for he woundet 


and his hands make whole. It is written in the 


ſetiptute, Iſa, xxxviii. 19. The father to the 

children ſball make known the truth of God. Yea, 

it was for this reaſon I lay ſo long at Sinai, Lev. 

iv. 10, 11, to ſee the fire, and the cloud, and 

dai kneſs, that I might fear the Lord all the days 

of my, life upon earth, and tell ef his r 
works to my children ; Pfalm Ixxviii. Site? 

Moſes, Numb. xxxiii. 1, 2. writ of the jour- 
neyings of the children, of Iſrael, from Egypt to 
the land of Canaan ; and commanded alſo, that 
they did remember their forty years travail in 


the wilderneſs: Thon ſhalt remember all the ways 
| which the Lord thy God leads thee theſe, forty 


years in the . to humble thee, and to 


prove thee, and to know what was in thy beurt, 


whether thou wouldſt heep his commandments or 
n; Deut. viii. 2, 3. Wherefore this I have 


endeavoured to do; and not only ſo, but to 
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publiſh it alſo ; that if God will, others may be 
put in remembrance of what he hath done for 
thelt fouls, by reading his work upon me. 
It is profitable for Chriſtians to be often cal- 
ling to mind the very beginnings of grace with . 
their ſouls: 1r is a night to be much obſerved io 
the Lord, for bringing them out from the laud of 
Egypt. This is that night of the Lord to bz 75 
ſerved of all the children ef. Ijrael in their 16M 
trons; Exod. xxi. 42. A God, ſaih David, 
Pfalm xlii. 6. my /oul is caff down within. me; 
but 'T' will remember thee, from the land of For- 
dan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 
He "remembered alſo the lion and the bear, 
when he went to fight with the giant of Guth, 
1 Sam. xvii. 36, 37 ns | 
It was Paul's aceuftoned Wallner, Acts xxl. g 
and that when tried for his life, Acts xxiv. eben 
to open before his judges the manner of hits con- 
verſion. He would think of that day and that 
hour, in which he firſt did meet with grace; 
for he found it ſupporting him. When God 
had brought the children of Iſrael out of the Red 
Sea, far into the wilderneſs, yet they moſt turn 
quite about ilitther, again, to remember the 
drowning 'of their enemies there, Numb xiv. 2 5 
25. for though they ſang bis praiſe before, yer. 
they ſoon forgat his works, Pſalm cvi. 12, 13. 
In this.diſ-ourſe of mine, you may lee mych, 
much, 1 ſay, of*the- grace of God towafds me: 
I thank God J can count it much; for it was 
above my fins, and Satan's temptations too. 1 
can. remember my fears and doubts, and ſad 
months, with comfort ; they are as the bead of 
Goliah in my hand. There was nothing to 
David hke Goliah's ſword, eren that ſword. 
thatſhould have been ſhetthed in his bovels;.. 15 
— A. EIT SOHTe. 


= 


— 


d * 
f * 1 2 . 
; 5 FY 
F : * PR , jp 
x J — _— * * ů ˙2 2 Y 2 I - * o 
i 2 e . < « Nr „ Bs * - - —— — 8 8 9 * N 
* > ESE ©. — ' * . 8 ” rr 2 — XA wi. fe. © 8 5 3 * 8 dhe rs Da, . , 
5 4 — ad 3 — 2 1 pon” Not — 4 ww * 5 * — — — a % - 3 — — ” ä 
— Ee ein ah L6- gre 2 - — * ” as A- 2 - Pet n+ 1 5 ä a] ws 3 —— - 7 9 — = — —— — - 
- _ = * — . 2 : La "Oo on nr __ 2 (LAST — r e . * - r . + 7 — 1 
- © 5 a K 2 — 2 = 3 NAA 2B 2 — AY — % =” 7 2 - : — N * 4 Ay. LY ow 2 4 
_— . + 2 : <>, —— IT as N 7 22 . ; 22 7 ad LO * p * . Views. ha” ws, 2 1 o T — > * 
- 5 > — þ- © * 1 . e Fg — A ESE * © — — Jy A — e | _ —— Dm - % 
2 - * 3 . Ba + Ao on DE. = * 4 
5 oh a go b —_— 5 3 " S — — — ES; ad — ** * " ; 
”_ l | - x c * — £2 6 £ = SETS — 1 r 
* me” 1 5 # * * © 2 vcd, = — p , Wes * * 2 
; — — 2 4 | 
* * noe 
"a : 


1 . - p 
„ 
; . — 2 ET e 
A 2 ——— —ͤ—ê bros 
gun pron 3 — * 2 2 
5 * I 
" 2 l 222 LC I IT 


P — 


9 


[4 
' * 


ever] They bring a 
membrance of my great help, my great ſupports 
from heaven, and the great grace that God ex- 
tendeth to ſuch a wretch as J. | 
My dear children, call to mind the former | 


The Erber. 


for the very fight and remembrance of that di 
preach forth God's deliverance to him, Oh! 

the remembrance of my great ſins, of my great 
N and of m oy great fear of periſhing for 


eſn into my mind the re- 


eh and years of ancient times: remember alſo 


your ſongs in the night, and 3 with 

your own heart, Pſalm Ixxiii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
II, 12. Lea, look diligently, and leave no 
corner therein unſearched for that treaſure hid, 
even the treaſure of your firſt and ſecond expe- 


rience of the grace of God towards you. Re- 
member, 1 fay, the word that firſt laid hold upon 
you: remember alſo your terrors of conſcience, 


and fear of death and hell: remember alſo your 
| tears and prayers to God; yea, how you ſighed 
under every hedge of mercy. Have you never a 


hill of Mizar to remember? Have you forgot 
the cloſe, the milk-houſe, the ſtable, the barn 


and the like, where God did viſit. your fouls ? 
Remember, alſo the word, the word I ſay, upon 
which the Lord hath cauſed you to hope. If 


you have ſinned againſt light, if you are tempted 
to blaſpheme, i are drowned in deſpair, if 
you think God Neo againſt you, or if heaven 
is hid from your eyes, remember it was thus 


with your father ; but out of them all the Lord 


delivered me. 

I could have enlarged much in this my dif- 
courſe, of my temptations and troubles for fin; 
as alſo of the merciful kindneſs and working of 


— 


ou with my fouk. + could. alſo hays reel 
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into a iyle much higher than this in which I 
have here difcourſed ; and could have adorned 
all things more than here L have ſeemed to do: 
but I dare not; God did not play in tempting 
of me; neither did. play, when { ſunk as into 
a bottomlets pit, when the pangs of hell caught 
hold upon me; wherefore | may not play in re- 
lating of them, but be plain and ſimple, and lay 


down the thing as it was. He that liketh it, 
let him receive it; and he that doth not, let him 


W a better. Farewell, 


My dear children, ee ne ay 

| The milk. and Bo is beyond this wilder- 
neſs. God be mereiful to you; and grant that 

255 be not a to go in to poſſeſs the land. 
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in CHRIST; 10 his pour Servant. John Bunyan. pi 
FN this my relation of the merciful working tl 


of God upon my foul, it will not be amifs, . 
it, in the firſt place, | do in a few words, give = 
vou an hint of my pedigree, and manner of = 

bringing up; that thereby the goodneſs and G 
| | bounty of God towards me, may be more ad- | 
variced and*magnified before the fons of men. tl 

__- a to. my deſcent, then, it was, as is well it 
known by many, of: a low and inconſiderable & 
generation; my father's houſe being of that rank 9 
that is meaneſt, and moſt deſpiſed of all the he 
families in the land. Wherefore I have not * 
here, as others, to boaſt of noble blood, or of any tl 
highborn ſtate according to the fleſh: though all K 
f 
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things conſidered, I magnify the heavenly Ma- 

jeſty, for that by this door he brought me into 

the world to partake of the grace and life that i is 

in Chriſt by the goſpel. 

3. But notwithſtanding the meal and i in- q 

conſiderableneſs of my parents, it pleaſed God 

Z to put it in their hearts to put me to ſchool, to } 
d 
u 


rs. EA 


— 
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learn me both to read and write; the which * 
alſo attended, ac;ording to the rate of other poor, 


men's children; ; though to my ſhame I confeſs, 
I did ſoon, loſe that I had learned, even almoſt | 
[i utterly, and that long before the Lord did work 0 


his e work oy Work 1 ſoul. 
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4. As for my own natural life, for the tim 
that I was without God io the World, it was 15 
indeed according to the courſe of this world, and 


the ſpirit that now worketh in the children ß 
diſobedience, Eph, ii. 2, 3. It was my delight 1 
to be taken captive by the devil at his will, 2. 
Tim. ü. 26. being filled with all untighteouſ- 
neſs : the which did alſo ſo ſtrongly work, and 
put forth itſelf both in my heart and life, and. 
that from a child, that I had but. few equals, 
(eſpecially conſidering my years, which were 
tender, being but few), both for curfing, ſwear- 
ing, lying, and blaſpheming the holy name of 


__. | 3 
F. Yea, fo ſettted and rooted was I in theſe 
things, that they became as a ſecond nature to 
me; the which, as I have alſo with ſobernels 
conſidered fince, did ſo offend the Lord, that 
even in my childhood he did ſcare and affrighten - 
me with fearful dreams, and did terrify me ' 
with fearful viſions ; for often, after I had ſperit 
this and the other day in fin, I have in my bed 
been greatly afflicted, while op, with the 
ipprcbenfiohs of devils and wicked ſpirits, who 
fill, as I then thought, laboured to draw me 
away with them, of which 1 ſhould never be rid. 
6, Alſo I ſhould at theſe years, be eng on | 
flicted, and troubled with the thoughts of ke 
fearful torments of hell fire; fill fearing that it 
would be my lot to be found at laſt among thoſe 
devils and helliſh fiends, who are there bound 
* down with the chains of bonds and darkneſs, 
unte the judgment of the great dax. 
7. Theſe things I fay, when I was but achild, 
but nine or ten years old, did fo diſtreſs my foul, 
that then, in the midſt of my many ſports and 


8 Grace abounding to the 


| ehildiſh, vanites, amidſt. my. vain companions, 
I; was often, much taſt down and afflicted in my 
mind therewith; yet could I not let go my ſins, 
Yea, I was alſo then ſo overcome with deſpair 
of life and heaven, that I . ſhould often with, 


been a devil; ſuppoſing they were only tormen- 


I. might be rather a. tormentor than be tor ment- 
ed myſelf. 


* 


leave me, which alſo I ſoon forgot; for my 
pleaſures did quickly cut off the remembrance 
of them as if they had never been; 5 wherefore, 
with, more greedineſs, according to the ſtrength 


Juſt, aad delighted in all tranſgreſſions againſt 
the. law of God; ſo that, until I came to the 
ſtate of marriage, I was the very ringleader of 
all the youth that kept me company, in al man- 
ner of vice and ungodlineſs. 
f Vea, ſuch prevalency had the Juſts and 


1 fruits of the fleſh in this poor ſoul of mine, that 


| 85 not a miracle of precious grace prevented, I 
had not only periſhed by the ſtroke of eternal 
juſtice, but had alſo laid myſelf open even to the 
ſtroke of thoſe Jaws which bring ſome to diſgrace 
| and open ſhame before the face of the world. 
10. In thoſe. days the thoughts of religion 
were very grievous to me; I could neither en- 
dure it myſelf, nor that any other ſhould: fo 
that When I have ſeen ſome read in thoſe books 
that conterned Chriſtian piety, it would be as 
it gere 2 priſon to me. Then I ſaid unto God, 
If * Depart from me, for! deſire not the know- 
$ 9 thy ways, Job; xxi. 14, 1 5 I Was 


- 


either that there had been no hell, or tha! I bad 


tors; that if it muſt needs be that I went thither, 


8. A while after theſe terrible dreams did 


of nature, I did till let looſe the reins of my 


8 


„jn ͤòͤò.᷑ÿ ˙ WY WEI” .. , oy 


4. 0 £0 * ” 
Ma Ao. Ge. - La. 


* 
Fg 
| / 


2 of Sinners, _ 3 


now void of all good conſideration, heaven and 
hell were both out of fight and mind: and as 
for. ſaving and damning, they were leaſt in my 
thoughts. O Lord, thou knoweſt my life, 
and my ways were not hid from thee.” 
II. But this 1 will remember, that though 
could myſelf fin, with the greateſt delight and 
eaſe, and alſo take pleaſure in the vileneſs of 
my companions; vet even then, if I had at any 
time ſeen wicked things done by thoſe who pro- 
feſſed godlineſs, it would make my ſpirit trem- 
ble. As once above all the reſt, when I was in 
the height of vanity, yet hearing one to ſwear. 
that was reckoned for a religious: man, it had ſo 
great a ſtroke upon dy ſpirit, that it made my 
Heart ache. | 
12. But God did not utterly leave me, but 
followed me ſtill, not with convictions, but 
Judgments ; yet ſuch as were mixed with mercy. 
For once I fell into a creek of the ſea, and hardly 
eſcaped drowning. Another time I fell out f 
a boat in Bedford river; but merey yet preſer-- * Þ} 
ved me alive. Beſides, another time, being in 
the field with one of my companions, it chanced 
that an adder paſſed over the highway; ſo 1 
having a ſtick in my band, ſtruck her over the | 
back; and having lunned her, I forced open 
her mouth with my ſtick, and plucked her ſting | 
out with my fingers, by which act, had-not God 
been merciful unto me, I might by my deſpe- 
rmtenels, have brought myſelf to my end. 
13. This alſo have I taken notice of, with 
| thankſgiving : when I was a ſoldier, L, with 
others, were drawn out to go to ſuch 2 place. to 
beſiege it; but when I was juſt ready to go, one 
of the company deſired to g | in Wy room; 5 
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which when I had conſented, he took my place; 
and coming to the fiege, as he ſtood centinel, he 
was ſhot into the head with a muſket bullet, and 
died, | 7 
14. Here, as I ſaid, were judgments and mer- 
cy; but neither of them did awake my ſoub to 
righteouſneſs; wherefore | finned ſtill, and grew 
more and more rebellious againit God, and 
careleſs of my own ſalvation. We wigs 4 
15. Preſently after this, I changed my con- 
dition into a married ſtate: and my mercy was 
to light upon a wife whole father was counted 
' godily. This woman and I, though we came 
together as poor as poor might be, (not having 
ſo much houſhold ſtuff a a diſh or ſpoon be- 
twixt us both), yet ti. ſhe had for her. part, 
The Plain-man's Path Way to Heaven, and the 
Practice of Piety, which her father had left her 
when he died. In theſe two books I would 
ſometimes read with her, wherein 1 alſo found 
ſome things that were ſomewhat pleaſing to me; 
{but all this while 1 met with no conviction.) 
he alſo would be often telling me, what a godly 
man her father was, and how he would reprove 
and correct vice, both in his houſe and among 
his neighbours ; what a ſtri& and holy life he 
lived in his days, both in word and deed. 
16. Wherefore theſe books, with the relation, 
though they did not reach my heart, to awaken 
it about my fad and finful ſtate, yet they did 
eget within me ſome deſires to reform my vici- 
ous life, and fall in very eagerly with: the reli- 
gion of the times, to wit, to go to church, twice 
. day, and that too with the foremoſt ; and there 
ſhould very devoutly both fay and ſing, as others 
did; yet retaining my wicked life; but withal | 
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wasſo' over- run with the ſpirit of. ſuperſtitution, 
that] adored, and that with great devotion, even 
all tfings s (both the high place, prieſt, clerk, veſt- 
ment, ſervice, and what elſe) belonging.to the 


church, counting all things holy that were there- 


in contained, and eſpecially the prieſt and clerk 
moſt Happ 125 and without doubt preatly "bleſſed 
becaufe they were the ſervants, as I then thought, 
of God, and were principally in the holy tem- 
ple, to do his work therein. 

17. This conceit grew ſo ſtrong in a little time 


upon my ſpirit, that had I but ſeen a prieſt, 


(though never ſo ſordid and debauched in his 
life) P ſhould find my ſpirit fall under him, re- 
verence him, and knit unto him; yea, I thought 


for the love 1 did bea ,unto them, (ſuppoſing 
they were the miniſters of God), I could hare 
tain down at their feet, and have been trampled 
upon by them; "their | name, their garb, and 


work, did fo intoxjcate and bewinth me. 
18. After [had been thus for ſome conſider- 


able time, another thought eame into my mind: 
and that was, whether we were of the Iſraelites 
or ng ?. For finding in the ſcriptures- that they 
were once the peculiar people of God, thought 


E ['were one of this race, my ſou! muſt needs 


be happy. Now, again, "found within me a 


great. onging tobe reſolved; about this quieſtion, 
but could nor tell how! Thould. At laſt Taſk'd 
my father of it, who-tdtd me, No, we were not. 
. Wherefofe tnen I fell ich my ſpirit as to the hopes 
of that, and ſo remained? © 
T9. Bat alf this WHITE was, not ſenfible of the 
danger and evil of fin U was kept from confi- 
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ſoever I followed, unleſs I was found in Chriſt: 


nay, I never thought of him, whether. there 


was ſuch a one or no. Thus man, when blind, 


doth wander, but wearieth himſelf with vanity ; 
for he knoweth not the way to the city of God, 


Eccleſ. x. 45. 

20. But one day, among all the ſermons out 
parſon made, his ſubject was, to treat of the 
ſabbath- day, and of the evil of breaking that, 


either with labour, ſports, or otherwiſe. Now 


L. was, notwithſtanding my religion, one that 
took much delight in all manner of vice, and 
eſpecially that was the day that I did ſolace 
myſelf therewith, wherefore I fell in my con- 
ſcience under his ſermon, thinking and believing 
that he made that ſermon on purpoſe to ſhew me 
my evil doing. And at that time I felt what 


guilt was, though never before, that I can re- 


member; but then 1 was, for the preſent, 
greatly laden therewith, and ſo went home, 


when the ſermon was ended, with. a great bur- 
den upon my ſpirit. .. 


21. This for that inftant did benumb the 


ſine ws of my beſt delights, and did imbitter my 
former pleaſures to me: but hold, it laſted not; 
for before I had well dined, the trouble began to 


go off my mind, and then my heart returned to 


its old courſe. But oh] how glad was I that this 
trouble was gone from 1 mg, and that the fire was 


ut out, that I might fin again without controu] ! 
herefore, when J had ſatisfied nature with my 


7 food, I ſhook the ſermon out of my mind, and 
to my old euſtom of ſports and gaming 1 returned 
with great delight. 


22. But the ſame day, as 1 was 1 in the midit 
of à game of cat, andFaving ſtruck it one blow 
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from the hole, juſt as I was about to ſtrike the 
ſecond time, a voice did ſuddenly dart from 
heaven into my ſoul; which ſaid, Wilt thou leave 
thy fins and go to heaven, or have thy fins and 
go to hell? At this I was put to an exceeding 
amaze; Wherefore, leaving my cat upon the 
ground, I looked up to heaven, and was as if I 
had with the eyes of my underſtanding ſeen the 
Lord Jeſus looking down upon me, as being 
very hotly diſpleaſed with me, and as if he did 
ſeverely threaten me with ſome grievous puniſh- 
er for theſe and other ungodly practices. 


. I had no ſooner thus conceived in my 
aa. but ſuddenly this conclufion was faſtened 
on my. ſpirit, (for the former hint did ſet my fins 
again before my face, that I had been a great 


and grievous ſinner, and that it was now too 
late for me to look after heaven; for Chriſt 
would not forgive me, nor pardon my tràngreſ- 
ions. Then I fell to muſing on this alſo; and 
while J was thinking of it, and fearing leſt it 
ſhould be ſo, I felt my heart ſink in deſpair, eon- 


cluding it was too late; and therefore I reſolved 1 40 


in my mind to go on in ſin: For, thought I, if 
the caſe be thus, my ſtate is ſurely miſerable': 
miſerable if I leave my ſins, and but miſerable 


if I follow them: I can but be damned; and I 


muſt be fo, I had as good be damned for many 


28 be damned for few. 


24. Thus 1 ſtood in the midſt of my play be- 
fore all that then were preſent; but yet J told 
them. nothing: But, I ſay, having made — 
concluſion, I returned deſperately to my f 
again; and I well remember, that preſently this 
kind of Geſpair did ſo _— wy ſoul, that 1 was 


— — 
* 


— — — 
— 2 — Z ½0— ⸗lꝓꝝn 
— 2 — —h( —— — 


feared 


— > 
FFP Pn 
—— — mnt 


— — 2 


— 


16 | _ Grace abounding io the 


_ perſuaded I could never attain. to other comfort 
than what I ſhould get in fin; for heaven was 


gone already, fo that on that 1 muſt not think; 
Wherefore. L found within me great deſire. to 
take my fill of fin, {fill ſtudying what fin, was 
yet to be committed, that I might, taſte the 
ſweetneſs of it; and 1 made as much haſte as 


1 could to fill my belly with its delicates, Jeſt [ 


ſhould. die before I had my defires : for that I 
greatly, In theſe things I proteſt before 
God, 1 lie not, neither do 1 frame this ſort of 
ſpeech; theſe were really, ſtrongly, and with. all 
my heart, my deſites: "he goad Lord, whoſe 


mercy is unſearchable, forgive me. my tranſ- 
greſſions. 


25. And Lam! very confident, that this temp- 


tation of the devil is more Uſual among poor 


creatures than many are aware of, even to over- 


run the ſpirits with a ſcurvy and ſeared frame.of 


heart, -and benumbing of coaſcience; which 


frame he ſtilly and lily ſupplieth with ſuch deſ- 
pair, that though not much guilt attended fouls, 


yet they continually have a ſecret concluſion 
within them, that there is no hope for them; 
for they have loved ſins, therefore after them 
they, will go, Jer. ii. 25. and xviti. 12.  - 
26. Now therefore | went on ia ſin with great 
greedineſs of mind, ſtill grudging that I could 


not be ſatisfied with it as TI would. This did 


continue with me about a month or more; but 
one day, as I was ſtanding at a neighbour's 
ſhop-window, and there curſing and ſwearing, 


and \playing the madman, after my, wonted 
manner,...there fat within the woman of the 
| bouſe, and heard the; who, though the was a 


very looſe and ungodly wretch, yet proteſted 
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that I ſwore and curſed at that moſt fearful rate, 
that ſhe was made to tremble to hear me; ahd 
told me further, that J was the ungodlief fel. 


low for ſwearing! that ever the heard fry all her 
life; and that I by thus doing, was able to ſpoil 


all the youth in the Whole town, if yur came 
but i in my company. 
27. At this reproof I was fleiiced, akd 5k 


to ſecret ſhame, and that too, as I thought, 


before the 'God 'of heaven ; wherefore, while 
J ftood- there and hanging down my- head, I 
wiſhed with all my heart that I might be a little 


ehild again, that my father might learn me to 


ſpeak without this wicked way of ſwearing; for, 
thought I, I am fo accuſtomed to it, that it is 
in vain for me to think of a reformation, for 1 
thought it could never be. 

28. But how it eame to paſs I know not, I 
did from this time forward : ſo leave my ſwearing, 
that it was a great wonder to myſelf to obſerve 


itz and whereas before I knew: not how to ſpeak 


unleſs I put an oath before, and another be- 
hind, to make my words have authority, now 
I could; without it, ſpeak: better; and with 
more pleaſantneſs, than ever 1 could: before. 
All this while 1 knew not Jeſus Chriſt; Wender 
did | leave my (ports and plays. 

209. But quickly after this fell in company 
with one poor man that made profeſſion of 
religion, who, as I then thought; did talk 
pleaſantly of the ſeriptutes, and of the matter 
of religion; wherefore falling into ſome love and 
liking to what he ſatd, I-betook me: to my bible, 
and began to take great pleafurein reading, but 
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for. Paul's epiſiles, and ſuch like ſcriptures, 1 


could not away with them, being as.yet igno- 
rant, either of the corruptions of my nature, 
or of the want and an of Jeſus Chriſt 10 
fave be. . 

30. Wherefore 1 fell to foke outward for 
mation, both in my words and life, and did 
ſet the commandments before me for my way 


to heaven; which commandments I alſo dig 


firive to. Keep, and, as I thought, did keep 
them pretty well ſometimes, and then I ſhould 
have comfort; yet now and then I ſhould 
break one, and fa afflict my conſcience ; but 
then I ſhou}d repent, and ſay, I was ſorry for 
it, and promiſe God to do better next time, 
and there get help 2gain ; for then I thought 


I pleaſed God as well as any man in England. 


31. Thus I continued about a. year; all 
which time our neighbours did take me to be 
a very godly man, a new and religious man, 
and did marvel much to ſee ſuch a great and 


famous alteration in my life and manners: and 
indeed ſo it was, though yet I knew not Chriſt, 


nor grace, nor faith, nor hope; for, as [ have 


well ſeen ſince, had | then died, my ſtate had 


been moſt fearful. 


32. But, I ſay, my W were 8 
at this my great converſion, from prodigious 


profaneneſs to ſomething like a moral life: and 


truly ſo they well might; for this my converſion 
was as great as for Tom of Bethlehem to become 


a ſober man. Now therefore they began to 
praiſe, to commend, and to ſpeak well.of me, 
both to my face and behind my back... Now 
J was, as they ſaid, become godly ; now I was 
become a riglit honeſt man, But oh! when J 
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ynderſtood thoſe were their words and opinions 
of me, it pleaſed me mighty well. For.though 
as yet I Was nothing but a poor painted hypo- 
ctite, yet I loved to be talked of as one that 
was truly godly. I was proud of my godlineſs: 
and indeed I did all I did, either to be ſeen. of, or 
ta be well ſpoken of by men: And thus I con- 
tinved for about a twelvemonth, or more. 
233. Now you muſt know, that before this 1 
had taken much delight in ringing; but my con- 
ſcience beginning to be tender, I thought ſuch 
practice was but vain; and therefore foreed my- 
ſelf to leave it: yet my mind hankered: where- 
fore I ſhould go to the ſteeple-houſe, and loox 
on, though durſt not ring. But I thought this 
did not become religion neither; yet 1 forced 
myſelf, and would look on ſtill. But quick iy 
after I began to think, How if one of the b als 
ſhould fall? Then I choſe to ſtand under a 
mean beam, that lay  overthwart the ſteeple, 
from fide to ſide, thinking here 1 might ſtand 
ſure; but then I thought again, ſhould: the 
hell fall with.a ſwing, it might firſt hit the wall, 
and then rebounding upon me, might kill me 
for all this beam, This made me ſtand in the 
ſteeple door; and now, thought I,-I am ſafe 
enough; for if the bell ſhould then fall, I can 
ſlip out behind theſe thick walls, and fo be pre- 
ſerved notwithſtanding. e 
34. So after this I would yet go to ſee them 
ring, but would not go farther than the ſteeple- 
door ; but then it came into my head, How if 
the ſteeple itſelf ſhould fall? And this thought, 


(it may for ought I know), when I flood and 


looked on, did continually ſo ſhake my mind, 
that I durſt not ſtand at the ſteeple door any 
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; longer; but was forced to flee; for fear the dane 
thoald fall upon my bead. i 2 


35. Another thing was, "nijpeancing Pwas 
© füll ear before [ could quite leave that; but 


all this while when I thought I kept this or 


that commandment, or did, by word or deed, 
any thing that 1 thought was good, I bad 

great peace im my conſcience, and ſhould think 
with myſelf, God: cannot chuſe but be no w 
pleaſed: with me; yea, to relate it in mine own 
way, I thought no man. in AS could. 1 8900 
God better than R. 

But poor wretch 28 1 was, IL was all this 
whiloignovamt of Jeſus Chriſt; and going about 
to eſtablith my on righteouſneſs; and had 
periſſied therein, had not God, in e ſhewed 
tie more of my ſtate of nature. 

But upon a day, the good providence of 
God called me to Bedford; to work on my 


calling; and in one of the ſireets of that town, 


I came: where there were three or four poor 


women fitting, at a door in the ſun, talking 


about the things of God; and being now wil: 
ling to hear their diſcourſe, J drew near to hear 


what they ſaid ; for I was now a briſk talker 


myſelf, in the matters of religion. But I may 
fay, I heard be: nnderftood not; for they were 
far above out of reach. Their talk was about 
a new birth, the work of God. on their hearts; 
as alſo how they were eonvinced of their mi- 
ſerable ſtate by nature: They talked how God 


had viſted their ſouls with his love in the Lord 


Jeſus, and with what words and promiſes they 
had been refreſhed, comforted, and ſupported 
againſt; the temptations of the devil. More 
over, they reaſoned of the ſuggeſtions and 
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temptations of Satan in particular, and told to 
each other by which they had been afflicted, 


and how they were borne up: under his aſſaults. 


They alſo diſegurſed of their on wretchedneſs 
of heart; of their unbelief: and did conteran, 
flight, and abhor their own. righteouſneſs, as 
filthy and inſufficient to do them any good. 

38. And methought they ſpake as if you did 
make them ſpeak; they ſpake with ſuch plea- 
ſantneſs of ſcripture language, and with ſuch 
appearance of grace in all they ſaid, that they 
were to me as if they had found a new worid; 
as if they were people that dwelt. zalene, and 
{; were not to be reckoned. among their _ 
£.bours.* Numb. xxili. 9», 

39. At this I felt my own: bear. Lan to 
thake and miſiruſt my condition to be maught; 
far 1 ſaw that in all my thoughts about telipion 
and falvatian, the pew birch did never enter 
into my mind, neither knew I the comfort of 
the, word and premiſe, nor the deceitfulnefs 
and, treachery of my own wicked heart. As 
tor ſecret thoughts, I took no notice of them; 
neither did I underſtand what Satan's, tèmp- 
tations were, nor how they were to be with- 
ſtaod and reſiſted, &e,. 

4% Thus, therefore, when 1 had heard un- 
confidered what they ſaid, I left them, and 
went about my employment again ;- þut- their 
talk and diſcourſe. went with me; alſo my heart 

would tarry with them. for I Was greatly af- 
feed with their words, bath becay by them 
Lwas convinced that IL Wanted the true-tokens 
of a truly godly man, and alſo becauſe by them 
Lwas convinced of the happy and URS: 
dnion of him that was ſuch a ne. 
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41. Therefore I ſhould often make it my 
dukinels, to be going again and again into the 
company of theſe poor people: for I could not 
ſtay away; and the more | went among them, 
the more I did queſtion my condition ; and, as 
I till remember, preſently I found two things 
within me, at which I did ſometimes marvel, 
(eſpecially confidering what a blind, ignorant, 
fordid and ungodly wretch but jon before 1 
was): the one was a very great foftneſs and 
tenderneſs of heart, which cauſed me to fall 
under the conviction of what by fcripture they 
aſſerted; and the other was a great bending 
in my e a 1 meditating on it, 
and on all +, good things which at any t time 
1 heal 1 read of 
425 By theſe "things my adi: was now 60 
turned, that it lay like an horſeleech at the vein, 
ſtill crying out, © Give, give.“ Pro. xxx. 15. 
which was ſo fixed od Frtemiy, and on the 
«things about the kingdom of heaven, (that is, 
fo far as I knew, though, as yet, God knows 
1 'knew but little) that neither pleaſures,” nor 
profits, nor per ſuaſions, nor threats, could 
looſe it, or make it let go its hold; and though 
I may ſpeak it with ſham, yet it is in 'very 
deed a certain truth, it would then have been as 
difficult to me © he taken my mind from 
heaven to earth, as 1 have found it often Wers 
to get again from earth to heaven. 
43. One thing I may not omit: There was 
« a young man in our town, to whom my. heart 
befere was knit more than to any other, but he 
being a moſt wieked creature for curfing and 
ſwearing, and whoring, I now ſhook him off, 
and forſook his company: but about a quarter 


nce 
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of a year after I had left him, I met him in 
a certain lane, and aſked him how he did? 
He, after his old ſwearing and mad way, an- 
[wered, He was well. But, Harry, ſaid I, 
« why do you ſwear and curſe thus? What 
« will become of you if you die in this condi- 
« tion?” He anſwered me in a great chafe, 
« What would the devil do for company, if 
& jt were not for ſuchas lam?! 

44. About this time I met with ſome ranters 


books, that were put forth by ſome of our 


countrymen z which books were alfo highly in 
eſteem by ſeveral old profeſſors. - Some of theſe 
| read, but was not able to make a judgment 
about them; wherefore, as I read in them, 
and thought upon them, ſeeing myſeif unable 
to judge, { ſhould betake myleif to hearty 
prayer in this manner: O Lord, I am a 
« fool, and not able to know ihe truth from 


« error: Lord, leave me not to my own blind- 


« neſs, either to approve of or condemn this 
« doctrine; if it be of God, let me not deſpiſe 


« it; if it be of the devil, let me not embrace 
Lord, I lay my foul in this matter only 


it. 
& at thy foot; let me not be deceived, I hum- 
« bly beſeech thee.” I had one religious inti- 
mate companion all this while, and that was the 
poor man- I ſpoke of before; but about this 
time he ſo turned a moſt deviliſh ranter, and 
gave himſelf up to all manger of filthjgets, eſ- 
pecially uncleanneſs. He would alio deny that 
there was a God, angel, or ſrt; and would 


laugh at all exhortations to ſobriety. When I. 


Jaboured to rebuke his wickedneſs, he would 


laugh the more, and pretend that he had gone 


through all religions, and could never. light on 
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the right til now. He told me alſo, that in a 
little time I ſhould ſee all profeſſors turn to the 
way of the fanters. Wherefere, abominating 
theſe curſed principles, I left his company 
forwith, and became to him as great a ſtranger 
48 Fhad been befote a familiar. e 2 

45. Neither was this man only a temptation f 
to me, but my calling lyiag in the country, 'F® 
happened to light into ſeveral peoples company, e 


Who, though ſttict in religion formerly, yell © 


_ curſed principles. | And blefſed be God, who 


| and directed, ſtill diſtruſting mine own wifdom, 


Idas. . „ e 


— 


were alſo ſwept away by theſe ranters. Theſe \ 


would alſo talk with me of their ways, and © 
condemn me as legal and dark; pretending that 
they ! had only attained to perfeQion, that could b 
do what they would and not fin. Oh! the 2 
temptations were ſuitable to my fleſh, 1 being 
but a young man and my natute in its prime; 
but God, who had, as 1 hope, deſigned me 
for better things, kept me in the fear of his 
name, and 'did not ſuſfer me to accept ſucii 


put it in my heart to cry to him to de kept 


for 1 have fine ſeen even the effects of tha 


_ prayer, * in preſerving me not only from rantin; fir 
G error, but from thoſe alſo that have ſprung Th fel 
ine. The Bible was precious tg me in thei qu 


240 And now methouphi 8 began to 1 fod FR 
. Into the Bible with new eyes, ald read 451 ne — 
ver did before; and da the.epiftles'of ib da 


F ap oſtle St. Pau? were [weet and 'plea ant tg me 1 
200 indeed then 1 was. never out” of the” Bible thi 
either by reading or meditation: ſtill erying 0 | 


to God, that a m ight k know the truth, and Wa 
to o heave and glory. > ns 
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47. And as I went on and read, I lighted on 


bo that paſſage, © To one it is given by the Spirit 
19 * the word of wiſdom ; to another the word of 
iy knowledge by the ſame Spirit, and to ano- 
« | ther faith,” &. 1 Cor. xii, And though, 
as I have finee ſeen, that by this ſeripture the 
n Holy Ghoſt intends, in ſpecial, things extra- 


ordinary, yet on me it did then faſten with 
', | conviction, that I did want things ordinary, 
even that underſtanding and wiſdom that other 


nat Faith, put me to it; for I could not help it, 
ae but ſcitietimes muſt queſtion, whether I had 


had no faith; for if I do ſo, thought I, then 
l count myſelf a very caſt-away indeed. 


convinced that I am an ignorant ſot, and that 
I want thoſe bleſſed gifts of knowledge and 
underſtanding that other people have; yet, at 


it was ſhewn me, and that too (as I have ſeen 
ſelves in a faithleſs ſtate, have neither. reſt nor 
quiet in their ſouls : and L was loth to fall r 


into deſpair. 


for a while made afraid to ſee my want of faith: 
but God would not ſuffer me thus to undo 


could not reſt content, until | did now come 
; C 


Chriſtians had. On this word I muſed, and 
nd could not tell what to do; eſpecially this word 15 


any faith or no: but I was loath to conclude 1 


48. No, ſaid I. with myſelf, though L am 


venture, I will conclude I am not altogether 
faithleſs, though I know not what faith is: for 


ince) by Satan, that thoſe who conclude them- 


49. Wherefore, by this ſuggeſtion,” 1 . 


and deſtroy my foul, but did continually, againſt 
this my fad and bliad conclufion, create ſtill 
within me ſuch ſuppoſitions, inſomuch that 4 
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to ſome certain knowledge, whether I had 


faith or no; this always running in my mind, 


But how if you want faith indeed? But how 


can you tell you have faith?“ And beſides, 


I faw for certain, if I had nos I' was ſure to 
periſh for ever. 
50. So that though I W at the firſt to 


look over the buſineſs of faith, yet, in a little 
time, I better conſidering the matter, was wil- 


ling to put myſelf upon the trial whether I had 


faith or no. But, alas! poor wretch, ſo igno- 
rant and brutiſh was I, that I knew to this 


day no more how to do it, than I knew how to 


begin and aecompliſh that rare and curious piece 
of art, which I never yet ſaw or conſidered. 


51. Wherefore, while I was thus conſider- 


ing, and being put to my plunge about it, (for 


you muſt know, that as yet J had, in this mat- 


ter, broken my mind ty no man, only did hear 
and conſider), the tempter came in with his 
deluſion, That there was no way for me to 
© know I had faith, but by trying to work ſome 


<-miracles;* urging thoſe ſcriptures that ſeem to 
Jook that way, for the inforcing and ſtrengthen- 
ing his. temptation. Nay, one day, as I was 
between Elſtow and Bedford, the temptation 
was hot upon me, to try if 1 had faith, by do- 


ing ſome miracle: which miracle at this time 


was this, I muſt ſay to the puddles that were 
in the horſepads, Be dry; z and to the dry 
places, Be you puddles.” And truly one time 


I was going to ſay ſo indeed; but juſt as I was 


about to ſpeak, this thought came into my 
mind, © But go under yonder hedge, and pray 
< firſt chat God would make you able.“ But 
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when I had concluded. to pray, this came hot 


upon me, That if I prayed, and came again 
and tried to do it, and yet did nothing not- 


withſtanding, then be ſure I had no faith, but 


was a caſt-away and loſt. Nay, thought 15 
it be ſo, I will not try yet, but will ay. a little 


longer. 


52. So I continued at a great loſs, for I 
thought, if they only had faith which eould do 
ſo wonderful things, then I concluded that for 
the preſent I neither had it, nor yet for time to 


come were ever like to have it. Thus I was 
toſſed between the devil and my own ignorance, 


and perplexed, eſpecially at ſome times, that I 


could not tell what to-do. 


53. About this time the ſtate and happineſs 
of theſe poor people at Bedford was thus, in a 


kind of a viſion, preſented to me, I ſaw, as 
if they were on the ſunny. ſide: of ſome high 
mountain, there refreſhing themſelves. with the .; 


pleaſant beams of the ſun, while I was ſhiver- 
ing and ſhrinking in the cold, afflicted with 
froſt, ſnow, and dark clouds : methought alſo, 


betwixt me and them 1 ſaw a wall that did com- - 
paſs. about this mountain; now through this 
wall my ſoul did greatly defire to paſs, conclud- 


ing, that if I could, I would even go into the 
very midſt of them, and there. allo, comfort 
myſelf with the heat of their ſun. 

54. About this wall I thought myſelf to go 


again and again, ſtill prying as I went, to ſce 
if 1 could find ſome way or paflage, by which 
1 might enter therein. But none could I find 


for ſome time. At the lait I ſaw, as it were, a 


narrow gap, like a little door-way in the wall, 
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through which I-attempted to paſs : now the 
pallage being very ſtraight and narrow, I made 
many offers to get in, but all in vain, even 
until L was well nigh quite beat out, by ſtriving 
to get in. At laſt, with great ſtriving, me- 
thought I at firſt did get in my head, and after 
that by a ſidling ſtriving, my ſhoulders, and 
my whole body. Then was I exceeding glad, 
went and fat down in the midſt of them, and fo 


fun, .comforted with the light and heat of their 
iy 


thus made out to me: The mountain fignified 
"the church of the living God; the ſun that 
ſhone thereon, the comfortable mining of his 
merciful face on them that were therein; the 
wall I thought was the world, that did make 
ſeparation between the Chriſtians and the 
world; and the gap which was in the wall 1 
thought was Jeſus Chriſt, who is the way to 
God the Father, John xiv. 6. Matt. vii. 14. 
But foraſmuch as the paſſage was wonderful 
narrow, even ſo narrow that I could Not, but 
with great difficulty, enter in thereat, it ſhewed 
me none could enter into life, but thoſe that 
were in downright earneſt, and unleſs alſo they 
left that wicked world behind them ; for here 
was only room for body and ſoul, but not for 
body. and ſoul and ſin. 

56. This reſemblance abode upon my fpirit 
many days; all which time I ſaw myſelf in a 
forlorn and fad condition, but yet was pro- 
voked to a vehement hunger and defire to be 
one of that number that did (it in the ſunſhine : 


55, Now this mountain and wall, &c. was 


now alſo ſhonld I pray wherever I was, whether 
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at home or abroad, in houſe or field; and 


would alſo often, with lifting op of heart, ſing 
that of the fifty- firſt plalm, © Lord, conſider 


© my. diſtreſs ;* for as yet 1 knew not where 


it was. 

57. Neither as yet could ] attain to any com- 
fortable perſuaſion that I had faith in Chriſt ; 
but inſtead of having ſatisfaction, here! began 
to find my ſoul to be aſſaulted with freſh 
doubts. about my future happineſs ; eſpecially 


with ſuch as theſe, + Whether 1 was elected? 


But how if the day of grace ſhall now be paſt 
and gone?“ 

58. By thele two temptations. I was very 
much affected and diſquieted; ſometimes by 
one, and ſometimes by the other of them. And 
firſt, to ſpeak. of that about.my queſtioning my 
election, found at this time, that though I 
was in a flame to find the way to heaven and 
glory, and thought nothing could beat me off 
from this; yet this. queſtion did ſo offend and 
diſcourage me, that I was, eſpecially ſometimes, | 
as if the very ſtrength of my. body alſo had been 
taken away by the force and power thereof. 
This ſcripture.did alſo ſeem. to me to trample 
upon all my deſires. It is. neither in him 
© that, willeth, nor in bim that runneth, but 1 in 
God that ſheweth, merey, Ram. ix. 

59. With this ſcripture J eould not tell what 
to do; for I evidently.ſaw unleſs that the great 
God, of his infinite grace and bounty, had 
voluntarily choſen: me to be a veſſel of mercy, 
though I ſhould ,defire, and long, and labour, 

until my heart did break, no good could come 
of ite Therefore Ke would. Kick. with me, 
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© How can you tell that you are elected? And 
© what if you ſhould not? How then?“ 


not indeed? It may be you are not, ſaid the 
tempter : it may be ſo indeed, thought I. Why 
then, ſaid Satan, you had as good leave off and 
firive no farther ; for if indeed you ſhould not be 
elected and choſen of God, there is no talk of 
your being ſaved: © For it is neither in him 
< that willeth, nor in him that runneth, but 
in God that ſheweth mercy. 

61. By theſe things I was driven to my wits 
end, not knowing what to ſay, or how to an- 
ſwer theſe temptations. Indeed I little thought 
that Satan had thus aſſaulted me, but that ra- 
ther it was my own prudence, thus to ſtart the 
queſtion ; for that the elect only obtained eter- 
nal life ; that I, without ſcruple, did heartily 


there lay the queſtion, 


Teatly aſſaulted and perplexed; and was often, 
when I have been walking, ready to fink where 
.T went, with faintneſs in my mind. But one 
day, after | had been fo many weeks oppreſſed 
and caſt down therewith, as I was now quite 
giving up the ghoſt of all my hopes of ever 
attaining life, that ſentence fell with weight 
upon my ſpirit, © Look at the generations of 
© old, and ſee; did ever any truſt in God, and 
© were confounded | pe 

63. At which J was greatly entightened, and 
_ encouraged in my foul ; for thus at that very 
inſtant, it was expounded to me: Begin at 
* the beginning of Geneſis, and read to the 


60. O Lord, thought J, what if 1 ſhould | 


cloſe withal ; but that myſelf was one of them, | 


62. Thus, therefore, for ſeveral days, 1 was. 


gend of the Revelations, and ſee if you can 
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t find that there was ever any that truſted in 
the Lord, and was confounded.“ So coming 
home, I preſently went to my Bible, to ſee if I 
could find that faying, not doubting but to find 
it preſently ; for it was ſo freſh, and with ſuch 


firength and comfort on my ſpirit, that it was 


as if it talked with me. 
64. Well, I looked; but I found it not; only 
it abode upon me. Then did 1 aſk, firſt this 


good man, and then another, if they knew 


where it was: but they knew no ſuch place. 
At this I wondered, that ſuch a ſentence ſhould 
ſo ſuddenly, and with fuch comfort and ſtrength, 


ſtrength, ſeize and abide upon my heart, and 
yet that none could find it, for I doubted not 


but it was in holy ſeripture. | 

65, Thus I continued above a year, and 
could not find the place: but at laſt caſtin 
my eye upon the Apocrypha books, 1 found it 


in Eecleſiaſticus, Ecclef. ii. 10. This, at the 


firſt, did ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe by 
this time I had got more experience of the 
love and kindneſs of God, it troubled me 


the leſs; eſpecially when I conſidered, that. 


though it was not in thoſe texts that we call holy 
and canonieal, yet foraſmuch as this ſentence 
was the ſum and ſubſtance of many of the pro- 
mifes, it was my duty to take the comfort of it, 


and I bleſs God for that word, for it was of good } | 


to me: that word doth til oft. times ſhine be- 
fore my face. 


66. After this, that other doubt did come J | 
with ſtrength upon me, But how if the day N 


of grace ſhould be paſſed and gone?” How, if 
you have overſtood the time of mercy ; Now-I 
remember that one day, as I was walking in 
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the country, I was. much in the thoughts. of 
this, But how if the day of grace is paſſed?“ 


And to aggravate my trouble, the tempter pre- 


ſented to my mind theſe good people at Bed- 


ford, and ſuggeſtefl thus unto me, That theſe 


being converted already, they were all that 
God would fave in thoſe parts; and that I 


came too late, for theſe had got the elne be- 


fore I came. 

67. Now I was in great- diſtreſs, thinking in 
very deed. that this might well be ſo; where- 
fore I went up and. down bemoaning my iad 


condition; counting myſelf far worſe than a 


thouſand fools, for itanding-off thus long and 


ſpending. ſo many years in fin as I had. done ; 
ſtill crying out, O that I had turned - ſooner ; 


Oh, that 1 had turned ſeven years ago! It made 
me alſo angry with myſelf to think that 1 ſhould 


have no more wit, but to trifle away my tie 


till my ſoul and heaven were loſt. 


68. But when I had been long vexed with: 


this fear, and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep 
more, juſt about the ſame: place where I re- 


_ ceived my other - encouragement, theſe. words 


broke in upon my mind, Compel them to 


come in, that my houſe may be filled; - and 


© yet there is room, Luke xiv. 22,23, Theſe 
words, but eſpecially. them, and yet there is 


room, were ſweet words to me; for truly. I 
thought that by them I ſa v/ there Was place 


enough in heaven for me; and moreover, that 


v»hen the Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe words, he 
then did think of me; and that he knowing that 
the time would come, that I ſhould be afflicted 
with fear that there was no place left for 
me in his boſom, did beſpeak this word and 
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leave it upon record, that I might find help 
thereby againſt this vile d ng This I 
then verily believed. 

69. In the light and encouragement of this 
word I went a pretty while, and the comfort 
was the more, when I thought that the Lord Je- 
ſus ſhould think on me ſo long ago, and that he 
ſhould ſpeak them words on purpoſe for my 
fake; for I did think verily, that he did on 
purpoſe ſpeak them, to encourage me withal. - 

70. But I was not without my temptations 
to go back again; temptations, I ſay, both 
from Satan, mine own heart, and carnal ac- 
quaintance: but I thank God theſe were out- 
weighed by that ſound ſenſe of death, and of 
the day of judgment, which abode as it were 
continually, in my view. I ſhould alſo often 
think on Nebuchadnezzar ; of whom it is ſaid, 
© He had given him all the kingdoms of the 
earth, Dan. v. 18, 19. Yet, thought I, if this 
great man had all his portion in this world, one 
hour in hell-fire would make him forget all. 
Which conſideration was a great help to me. 

71. I was almoſt made, about this time, to 
ſee ſomething concerning the beaſts that Moſes 
counted clean and unclean : I thought thoſe 
beaſts were types of men; the clean, types of 
them that were the people of God; but the un- 
clean, types of ſuch as were the children of the 


Wicked one, Now, I read, that the clean beaſts 


© chewed the cud;* that is, thought I, they 
ſhew us, we muſt feed upon the word of God : 
they alſo © parted the hoof;? I thought that figni- 
fied, we muſt part, if we would be ſaved, with 
the ways of ungodly men. And alſo in further 
reading about them, I found, that though we 
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did chew the cud, as the hare; z.yet if we walked | 

with claws like a dog: or if we did part the Pert. 
hoof, like the ſwine, yet if we did not chew with 
the cud, as the ſheep, we are ſtill, for all that, peer 
but unclean ; for I thought the hare to be a ori 
type of thoſe that talk of the word, yet walkſfthot 
in the ways of fin; and that the ſwine was ie! 
like him that parted with his outward -pollu-ſſ 7. 
tion, but ſtill wanted the word of faith, with- eyes 
out which there would be no way of ſalvation, on 
let a man be never ſo devout, Deut. xiv. Af- ple t 
ter this 1 found by reading the word, that thoſe then 
that muſt be glorified with Chriſt in anotherſin n p 
world, muſt be called by him here; called tage 
to the partaking of a ſhare in his word. andſſick, 
righteouſneſs, and to the comforts and firſt- . up 
fruits of his Spirit, and to a peculiar intereſt in“ w} 
all thoſe heavenly things, which do indeed forfeii Ma 
the ſoul for that reſt, and Gm of glory, whicl 7. 
is in heaven erde | et 
72. Here again I was at a very great and mad 
not knowing what to do, fearing I was notholi 
called; for, thought I, if I be not called, whaWBut 

then can do me good? None but theſe who an did 
| effectually called inherit the kingdom of heaven Hom 
But ob ! how I now loved thoſe words thafprefe 
-ſpake of. a. Chriſtian's calling! as when th ele 
Lord ſaid to one, Follow me, and to anoÞþ I | 
ther, Come after me; and oh! thought IF by 

that he would ſay ſo to me too, Dow. lad! ho 
would I run after-him! _ all 
. I cannot now expreſs with nl long 
ings and breathings in my ſoul, I cried to Chri 
to call me. Thus I continued for a time, 2 
on a flame to be converted to Jeſus Chriſt 
and did alſo ſee at that day, ſuch glory in a con 
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eFrerted ſtate, that 1 could not be converted 
without a ſhare therein. Gold! could it have 
„Peen gotten for gold, what could I have given 
a for it! Had 1a whole world it had gone ten 
Kfithouſand times over for this, that my ſoul 
s might have been in a converted ſtate. 

74. How lovely now was every one in my 
- eyes that I thought to be converted men and 
„Women! They ſhone, they walked like a peo- 
- Iple that carried the broad ſeal of heaven about 
them. Oh! I faw the lot was fallen to them 
in pleaſant places and they had a goodly heri- 
tage, Palm xvi. But that which made me 
ick, was that of Chrift, in Mark, He went 
* up into a mountain, and called to him 
whom he would, and they came unto him, 
Wark iii. 13. 

75. This ſcripture made me faint and fear; 


made me fear was this, leſt Chriſt ſhould have 
o liking to me, for he called whom he would, 
But Oh! the glory that I ſaw in that condition, 
arid ſtill ſo engage my heart, that I could ſel- 
endom read of any that Chriſt did call, but I 
haſpreſently wiſhed, Would I had been in their 
thiF cloths ; would 1 had been born Peter; would 
10 I had been born John; or would I had been 
IF by, and had heard him when he called them; 
diF how would I have cried, O Lord, call me 
alſo *: But oh! I feared he would not call 
me. 


Ng | 
76. And truly the Lord let me > YO moe many 


a 


iſ her that I was already, or ſhould be called 
onfſhereafter. But at laſt, after much time ſpent, 
on many groans to God, that I might be made 


et it kindled fire in my foul. That which 


onths together, and ſnewed me nothing, ei- 
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with others, about the dealing of God with tn 
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a partaker of the holy and heavenly calling, thet It 
word came in upon me, © I will cleanſe their @ 
< blood that 1 have not cleanſed, for the Lord | &, 
«< dwelleth in Zion,” Joel iii. 21. Thefe words gr 
I thought were ſent to encourage me to wait di 
till upon God; and ſignified unto me, that if 2s 
1 were not already, yet time might come IN g: 
might be in truth converted unto Chriſt, fo 

77. About this time I began to break my fe 
mind to thoſe poor people in Bedford, and to th 


tell them my condition; which waen they had he 


heard, they told Mr. Gifford of me; who him- 
ſelf alſo took occaſion to talk with me, and! 
-was willing to be well perſuaded of me, though 44; 
I think from little grounds: but he invited me th 
to his houſe. where 1 ſhould hear him confer 


their ſouls. From all which I ſtill received h. 
more conviction; and from that time began to 
ſee ſomething of the vanity and inward wretch- 
edneſs of my wicked heart; for as yet I kney .c 
no great matter therein; but now it began to 
be diſcovered unto me, 20d alſo to work at that 
rate as it never did before. Now I evidentlyſi} of 
found, that luſts and corruptions put forth! 

themſelves within me, in wicked thoughts and! 

deſires, which I did not regard before: my de- 

ſires, alſo for heaven and life began to fall; LY i 
found alſo, that whereas before my ſoul was! : 
full of longing after God, now it began to han- h 
ker after every fooliſh vanity ; yea, my heart . 
would not be moved to mind that which was b. 
good; it began to be carelels, both of my foul 
and heaven; it would now continually hang back, 4 
both to and i in every duty; and was as a clog on - 


the leg of a bird, to hinder me from flying. 


nne ere 


they would pity me, and would ell me of the 


bave bidden me receive or rely upon the pro- 
miſes; and as ſoon as 1 ſhould 'have dene it, 


ſaw L had a heart that would ſin, and that tay 
under a law-that would condemn. 11 WB} 


of the child which the father brought to Chtiſt, 


'© thrown down by the devil, arid alfo ſd rent 
and torn by him, that he hy and wallowed, 
© foaming,” Luke ix. 42. Mark ix. 20. , 
Sir. Further, in thele days, Phould' find my 
heart to ſhut itſelf up 2 the Lord, 4 
+ agaloft his holy word: T have "found" wy un- 
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78. Nay, thought I, no I grow Worſe 4d 


volle; now I am farther from converſion than BY 


gens in my foul ial began to entertain. fuch 
diſcouragement in my heart, as laid me as lo. 
as hell. If now'] fhould hive burned at the 
ſtake, T could not believe that Chriſt had a love | 
for me: alas! 1 could neither hear him, nor 
ſee him, nor feel him, nor favour ay off "his 
things: I was driven as with a tempeſt; m my | 
heart would be unclean, and the Canaanites } 
would dwell in the lang. | 

1 Sometimes I would tell my condition td 
the people of God; which when they heard 


promiſes ; but they had as good have told me, 
that I muſt Teach the ſun with my finger, as 


all my ſenſe and feeling was againſt me; and I 


80. Theſe things have often made me think 


* who, while he was yet a coming to bim, Was 


belief to ſet, as jt were the ſhoulder to the 
door, to keep him our ; and that tob even then, 
e 1 bays. With many a bitter f ” cried, 


* K 
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4 theſe gates of braſs, and cut theſe bars of 
< iron aſunder,” . Pſalm cxii.. 16. Vet that 
word would - ſometimes create in my heart a 
peaceable pauſe, * I. girded thee, though thou 
© haſt not known me, Ja. xlv. 5. 

832. But all this while, as to the act of go 
ing; I never was more tender than now; [I 


I durſt not take a pin or ſtick, though but ſo big 


as a ſtraw; for my. conſcience now was ſore, 
and would ſmart at every touch: I could not 
tell how to ſpeak my words for fear. I, ſhould 
miſplace them. Oh! how. gingerly did I then 
go, in all I did or ſaid! I found myſelf as on a 
miry bog, that ſhook if I did but tir; and was 
as there left both of God and Mutt ; FOO: the 
Spirit, and all good things. 

83. But obſerve, though I was ſuch a great 
inner before converſion, yet God never much 
charged the guilt of the fin of my ignotanice 
| [upon me; only he ſhewed me, I was loſt if ! 
had not Chriſt, becauſe. I had been a finner ; 
T faw that I wanted a perfect righteouſneſs to 
' preſent. me without fault before God; and this 
Tighteouſneſs was no where to be found, but in 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, de, 8 

84. But my original and inward, pollution, 

That, that was my plague and affliction; that! 

' faw at à dreadful rate, always putting forth 

itſelf within me; that I had 1015 guilt of to 
. amazement; by reaſon of that, I was more 
| . loathſome in mine on eyes than was 2 toad; 
5 4 I thought I was ſo in God's eyes too, Sin 

.corruption, I ſaid, would as natural! ly. bub- 

© ble out of my heart, as water wobld bubble out 

_ of a fountain: 1 thought now that every one 
had a better heart chaß T had; I could have 
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changed heart with any body; I-thought. nohe 
but rhe devil himſelf could equalize me for in- 
ward wickedneſs and pollution of mind. I fell 
therefore at the ſight of my own vileneſs, deeply 
into deſpair; for I concluded that this condition 
that I was in could not ſtand with 4 ſtate of 
grace. Sute, chouglit I, I am forſaken of God; 

ſure Iam given up to the devil, and to a repro- 


* 


bate mind: and thus I continued a long while, 
even for ſome years together. 


85. While I was thus afflicted with the fears 
of: my own damnation, there were two things 
would make me wonder: the one was, when 


Ifaw old people hunting after the things of this 


life, as if they ſhould live here always: the other 
N profeſſors much diſtreſſed 


ht 1; what ado is here hou ſuch liule 


= ras theſe! What ſeeking after earhal 


things! by ſome, and what grief in others for 


the loſs of them! If they ſo much labour 


after, ant ſhed. ſo many tears. for the things of 
this preſent life, how am I to be bemoaned, 

pitied, and prayed for ! My foul is dying, my 
ſonl is damning. © Were my ſoul but in a good 
condition; and were I bur ſure of it, ah! how 
rich: would I efteem myſelf, though bleſſed 
with bread and water! I ſhould: count thofe 


but ſmall ufliiQions, and ſhould bear them as 


little e . Adern wounded ſpirit,” =o 
ean bear i“ | 

386. And e 1 ra wig troubled, Fr 
toſſes, and afflicted, with the fight, and ſenſe, 
and terror of my "o_ 4 e 1 1 Was 
& * 2 0 
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afraid to let this ſight and ſenſe go quite off the 


right way, that is, by the blood of Chriſt, a 

man grew rather worſe for the loſs of his trou- 
ble of mind, than trouble. Wherefore, it 

my guilt lay hard upon me, then ſhould I cry, 
that the blood of Chriſt might take it off: and 
iir was gang off without it, (for the ſenſe of 
iin would be ſometimes as if it would die and 
go quite away) then & would alſo ſtrive to feteh 
it upon my heart again, by bringing the p̃uniſh- 


ment of ſin into hell- fire upon my ſpiriis 3 and 


mould cry, Lord, let it not go off my heart, 
but the right way, by the blood of Chriſt, and 


_ © the application of thy mercy, through him, 
to my ſoul;' for the ſeripture did lay much 


upon me, Without ſhedding of blood there 
is no redemption,” Hieb. xii. And that which 
made me the more afraid of this was, becauſe I 
had ſeen ſome, who, though when they were un- 
der wounds of conſcience, would ery and pray, 


pet, feeling rather preſent eaſe for Ge trouble, 
than pardon for their fin, cared not hom they 


loſt their guilt, ſo they got it out of their 
mind: now having got it off the wrong way, 
it was not fanctified unto them; but they 
grew harder and blinder, and more wicket! 
after their trouble. This made me afraid, and 
begs me cry: to God the more, ** it P 


that God bad ad: 


87. Andinow Lad farry 


as a man, for I feared I was à reprobate 1 


counted man, as unconverted, the moſt doleful 


ol all creatures. Thus being afflicted and toffed 


about my ſad condition, I counted myſelf ne, 


and abave the moſt of men, unbleſſed. 


88. Vea, 1 thought at impoſſible that ever I 
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fhould- attain to ſo mueh godlineſs of heart, as 
to thank God that he had made me a man 


Man indeed is the moſt noble, by ereation, of 
all; creatures. in the vifible world; but by fa 
he hath made himſelf moſt ignoble, The 
beaſts, bir ds, fiſhes, &c. I bleſſed their con- 
dition: for they had not a ſinful nature; they 


were not obhgoxious to the wrath of God; they 


were not 10 go to hell. fire after death: 5 could 
therefore have rejoiced had wy condition been 
as any of theirs. 

89. In this condition 1 went 3 great while; 


but when: comforting time was come, 1 heard: ; 
one preach a ſermon on theſe words in tne Song, 


(Song iv. 2.) * Behold, ihou art fair, my love; 
behold, thou art fair;* but at that time he 


made theſe two. words, My Love, his chief 
and ſubject matter. From which, aſter he 
had a little opened the text, he obſerved theſe 


ſeveral; concluſions :. + 1. Thai. the church, 
and. ſo every ſaved ſoul, is Chriſt's love, when: 
© loveleſs- 2. Chriſt's love without a, cauſe. 


© 3. Chriſt's love, which hath been hated of the 
world. 4. Cluiſt's love, when under temp- 
tation, and under diſtraction. 5, Chriſt's lane 
© from firſt to laſt.. 

90. But 1 got nalhing by what he had bid at 


prelent ; z. only when he-came to the application 


of the fourth particular, this was the word be 
ſaid, If it be ſo, that the ſaved ſoul is Chriſt's: 
(love when under temptation and diſtraction, 
© then, poor tempted ſou], when thou art 


Cafſaulted and afflicted with temptations, and 


the hidings of God's face, yet think | on theſe 


2 IN OY m love, ſtill.“ 
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91. 80 as I was going home, theſe words 


came again into my thoughts, and I well re- 


memder, as they came in, 1 ſaid thus in my 


* Heart, © What ſhall I get by thinking on theſe 


two words?? This thought had no ſooner 
paſſed through my heart, but theſe words be- 
gan thus to kindle in my ſpirit, Thou art my 
love, thou art my dove, twenty times to- 


gether: and ſtill as they ran in my mind, they 


waxed ſtronger and warmer, and began to make 
me look up. But being as yet between hope 


and fear, I ſtill replied in my heart, But it is 


true, but it is true; at which that ſentence 


fell upon me, © He wiſt not that it was true 


which was come unto him of the angel, 


92. Then I began to give place to the word : 
Which, with power, did over and over make 


this joyful ſound within my ſoul: Thou art 


— 
” 
. 


* 


my love, thou art my love; and nothing 
fhall ſeparate thee from my love.” And with 


that my heart was filled full of comfort and 


hope; and now I could believe that my fins 
mould be forgiven me: yea, I was now ſo 


taken with the love and mercy of God, that J 
remember I could not tell how to contain till 1 
got home: I thought I could have ſpoken of 


Bis love, and have told of his mercy to me, 
"even to the very crows that ſat upon the ploughed 


lands before me, had they been capable to have 


_ + underſtood me: - wherefore I ſaid in my ſoul, 
with much gladneſs, Well, I would 1 had a 


pen. and ink here, I would write this down be- 


fore I go any farther; for ſurely I will not 
forget this forty years hence. But alas! within 


leſs than forty days 1 began to queſtion all 


rate; 0 often and fo loud, ſhould Nill be . f 
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ain; which made me begin to queſtion all ſtill. 

93. Vet ſtill at times 1 was helped to believe, 
that it was a true manifeſtation of grace unto my 
foul, though I had loſt much of the life and 
favour of it. Now about à week or fortnight 
after this, I'was much followed by this ſerip- 
tare, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath de- 
fired to have you. Le xx. 3 fr And. ſome- 


times it woulck found ſo Joud-within me, yea, 


and, as it were, call ſo ſtrongly after me, that 
once, above all whe reſt, I turned my head over: 


my ſhoulder, thinking verily that ſome man 


had, behind me, called me; being at a great- 
diſtance, methought, he called ſo loud; it. 
came, as I thought ſince, to have ſtirred me up 
to prayer, and to watchfulneſs 5 it eame 10 ac- 


quaint me, that a cloud and a ſtorm was * 
don upon me; but I under ſtood it not: 


94/ Alſd, as 1itemember; that time what it 
My to me ſo loud- was the laſt time that it 
founded in mine ears; but methinks I. hear 


ſtill withwhata loud voiestheſe words, Simon, 


Simon, ſounded in mine ears. I thought 
verily, as E have told you, that ſomebody had 


ealled after me, that was half a mile behind 


me: and althou 4450 that was not my name, yet 
it made me ſuddenly look behind me, Wenne 
that he that led? 0 loud meant we. 

- 95; But fo foolith' was T, and ignorant, that 


I knew not the reaſon of this ſoundy Which, as 


I did. both ſee and feel ſoon after, was ſent from : 
heaven as an alarm, to awaken me to provide 
for what was coming; only I ſhould muſe and 
wonder in my mind, to think what ſhould be 

the reaſon that this ſcripture, and that at this 
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ing nds rattling in mine ears; but, as J ſaid 


before, I: ſoon after bereeived che end of God 


CG * 955 

96. For Aan ſpace of a month en 
e great ſtotm came down upon me, Which 
handled me twenty times worſe than all I had 
met with before: it came ſtealing upon me, 
now by one piece, then by another: firſt, all 


my comfort was taken from me: then darkneſs | 
ſeized upon me: after which whole floods of 


blaſphemies, both againſt God, Chriſt, and 
the: ſcriptures, were poured upon my ſpirits. to 

my great confuſion and aſtoniſhment. I' heſe 
blaſphemous thoughts. were ſuch as ſtirred up 
queſtions in me, againſt the very being of God, 


and of his only beloved Son; as, Whether | 


there were in truth. a God or Chriſt ?- and 
whether the holy ſcriptures Were not rather a 


fable and cunning ſtory, than- ag, holy. and 


. word of God? - + 
97. The tempter would alſo much aſſault 


me with this: How: can you tell but that the 


Turks, had as good ſcriptures. to prove their 
Mahoment the Saviour, as we have to prove 
our Jeſus ? And could I think that ſo many 
thouſands, in ſo many countries and kingdoms, 
ſhould be without the knowledge of the right 
way to heaven, if there were indeed a heaven; 
and that we only, who live in a corner of the 
earth, ſhould. alone be bleſſed therewith? Every 
one doth think his own religion. righteſt, both 
Jews, and Moors, and Pagans !.-and how. if 
all our faith, and Chriſt, and Sinnes ſhould 
be but a think too? + = 
98, Sometimes I have 1 to argue 
againſt theſe ſuggeſtions, and to ſet ſome o the 
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id ſentence of bleſſed Paul againſt them; but, 
28 las! I quickly felt, when J thus did, ſuch ar- 
Puings as theſe would return again upon me: 
a Though we made ſo great a matter of Paul, 
ch ſad of his words; yet how could I tell, but 
hat in very deed, he being a ſubtile and cun- 
ing man, might give himſelf up to deceive 
with; ſtrong deluſions, and alſo take the pains 
and travel to undo and deftroy his fellows ?” ., 
99. Theſe ſuggeſtions, and many other, 
vhich at this time I may not, nor dare not'ut- 
ter, neither by word or pen, did make ſuch a 


my heart, both with their number, conti- 


were nothing elſe but theſe from morning to 
night within me, and as though indeed there 
could be room for nothing elſe; and alſo con- 
cluded, that God had, 1n very wrath to my 


with them, as with a mighty whirlwind: - 
100. Only by the diſtaſte that they gave unte 
ir my ſpirit, < 5 fell there was ſomething in me 


ve that refuſed to embrace them. Hut this en- 
VIſderation I then only had, when God gase me 
s, leave to ſwallo my ſpittle; otherwiſe the noiſe, 


it and ſtrength, and force of theſe temptations, 
.; would drown and overflow, and, as it were, 


7e bury all ſueh thoughts, and the remembrance 


Jof an) ſuch thing. While I was in this temp- 

dation, I ſhould often find my mind ſuddenly 

if put upon it, to curſe. and ſwear, or to ſpeak 

d ſome grievous thing againſt God, or Chriſt. his 
Son, and of the feriptures. + : 

ae 101. Now thought, furely. Iam poſlefied 


xc | of the devil: at other times again 1 tought ; 


eizure upon my ſpirit, and gid ſo overweigh 


dance, and fiery force, that I felt as if there 


e 5 
©: M Nax re 8 5 
_—_— ITE: 
— 


ſoul, given me up to them, to be carried "wy | 
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e ; for I concluded that ſuch things could 
not poſſibly be found amongſt them that loved 
God. I often, when. theſe temptations had 


Tying from friend and country: kick ſfometimaſ 


= — ——— 


wind would carry me away. I thought allo off... 
| Saul, and of the evil ſpirit that did poſſeſs him, 


_ - then would the tempter ſo provoke me to de. 
ſire to fin that fin, that I was: as if I would 


ing of ſuch a'word, then I have been ready 


, 
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ſhould be bereft of my wits; for inſtead. of 
lauding and magifying God the Lord wit 
ethers, if I have but heard him ſpoken. of 
preſently ſome: moſt horrible blaſphemou 
thought or other would bolt out of my hean 
againſt him: fo that whether I did think tha; 
God was, or again did think there was no ſuch 
thing, no love, nor peace, nor | gracious bo 


102. Theſe things did fink me into very deep 


been with force upon me, did compare myſel 
to the caſe of ſuch a child; whom ſome gyplyſc in 
hath by force-took up in her arms, and is © car- 


1 did, and alſo ſhriek and ery: but yet 1 wa 
bound in the wings of the tem tation, and the 


and did greatly ſear that my condition was the 

ſame with that of his. 1 Sam. xvi. 15. 
10g. In thoſe days, ene J have heard others 

talk of what, was the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt iN ga 


not, muſt; not, neither ſhould. be quiet until 95 
I had committed it.. Now no fin would ferve 
but that: if it were to be committed by N 


clap my hands under my chin, 10 nod = af 


mouth from opening; and to that end alſo | 
have had thoughts at other times, to leap with 
my head downward, into ſome muck- hole ot 
0 to keep my mouth from TOO” 
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104. Now again I. beheld the condition of 
Ine dog and toad, and counted the eſtate of 
very thing that God had made, far better. than 
his dreadful ate of mine, and ſuch as my 
ompanions was: yea gladly would I have been 
in the condition of a dog, or borſe ; for I knew 
they had no ſouls to periſh under the everlaſting 
weight of hell, or fin, as mine was like todo, 
| New and thought I ſaw this, felt this, and was 
©Fbroken to pieces with it; yet that which added 
to my ſorrow. was, that "L could not find, that 
with all my ſoul I did deſire deliverance. That 

at I did alſo tear eg my foul in the 


U 


E 


ch 


eee 


; of - 105. And now my "Ts; was, at times, ex- 
ceeding hard; if I would have given a thouſand 
{pounds for a tear, I could not bed one: no, 


nor, ſometimes ſcarce deſire to ſhed one. I was 


much dejected to think that this would be wy 


n lot. I faw ſome could mourn and lament their 
? 


in; and others, again, could. rejoice, and 
1 bleſs God for Chriſt : and others again could 
| quietly talk of, and with gladneſs remember the 
word of God: whileI only was in the ſtorm or 
N tempeſt. This much ſunk me; I thought my 
condition was alone; I ſhould therefore much 
bewail my hard hap, but get out of, or get rid 
. of theſe things, could not. 

106. While this temptation laſted, which 


of the ordinances of God, but with ſore. and 


was about à year, I could attend upon none 


great affliction. "Tas then was I moſt di- 
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treſſed with blaſphemies : and deſpair ou 
hold me a captive there: if 1 have been tead 
ing, then ſometimes I had ſudden thoughts tc 
queſtion all I read; ſometimes, again, m. 


mind would be ſtrangely ſnatched away, ant 5 
pofſeſſed with other things, that I have on Y a 
known nor regarded, nor remembered ſo p al 
as the ſentence that but now I have read. ke 
107. In prayer alſo I have been 7205 0 trou 15 
bled at this time. Sometimes T have thought A 
have felt him behind me, pull my clothes: b ig 
would be alſo continually at me in time 0 H 
prayer, to have done, break off; make haſie} * 
you have prayed enough, and ſtay no longer al 
fill drawing my mind away. Sometimes ally 25 
he would caſt in ſuch wicked thoughts as theſeſ th 
That I muft pray to him, or for him: I hai * 
thought ſometimes of that, Fall down,” © qi 
e if thou wilt fall down, and worſhip me an 


Matth. iv. 9. | be 
108. Alfc, when becauſe: I have had wan th 
dering thoughts! in the time of this duty, I har 


; 
laboured to compoſe my mind, and fix it upo 3 
God; then with oreat force hath the tempt fa. 
laboured to diſtract me, and confound: me, ar} es 


to turn away my mind, by preſenting to m lit 
heart and fancy, the form of a buſh, a bull, 1. 
beſom, or the like, as if 1 ſhould pray to theſt de 
to theſe he would alſo, at ſome times eſpecial! 
ſo hold my mind, that I was as if 1 could thiol hs 
of nothing elfe, or pray, to nothing elle, but ve 
theſe, or ſuch as they. R th 
tog. Yet at times I ſhould have bos Kron { 
: and heart-affecting apprehenſions of God, ani it 
* reality of che truth of his goſpel: but, ob 
ow would my heart, at * ſuch times, put fon 
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itſelf, with inexpreſſible groanings ! | 


ly whole 
ſoul was then in every word; I 


ould cry 


with pangs after God, that he 'woull be mer 


ciful unto me, But then I ſhould be daunted' 
again With ſuch conceits as theſe: I ſhould 
think that God did mock. at theſe my K. f rs, 
faying, and that ja the. audience of the holy 
angels, This poor ſimple wretch doth han- 
ker after me, as if I had nothing to do with/ 
my mercy but to beſtow it on ſuch as, he. 
Alas, | 47 ſoul ! how art, thou deceived ! Ir 
is not fo r ſuch a as ee to have favour with the 
Higheſt,” “ 

110. Then hath the | am 
alſo with ſuch diſcouragemhenis as theſe: You 
are. very hot for inercy,, but I will cool you; 
this frame ſhall” not laſt always: N have 
been as hot as yqu for a while, but 
quenched their zeal.” . 


before mine eyes. Thea I ſhould be 1 85 
that I ſhould do ſo too; but, thought J, I zmgtad 
this comes into my mind : wal [ will watch, 

and take what care I can, The! ou do, 4 
ſays Satan, 4 ſhall be roo hard for you; I will 
cool you inſenſibly, by degrees, by. little and 
little. $ What care Na faith he, though 
L be ſeven years in chilli yohr heart, if I can 


do, it at Jaſt? Contiqual rockiog will lull a cry- 
ing chilg aſleep: 1 4 it cloſe, bur I will 
have my end accamplithed. Though. you. be 
burning hot at preſent, yet I can pull? out om 
this fire, Th have you cold before it long. 
Theſe things. brought me Ito 


feat 


e AS, L at, e e not * * * | 
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t come upon me 


have 
And with this, ſuch, 
and ſuch, who. were fallen off, would 
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fit fol 'pfeh «ny death, fol thought. ts We long 
would n Make, me ye t more unkit ; of tige would 
make me for et „and. wear- ven the rethem- 
brance of the evil 9 hn, In, "the worth” of ee 


K and the need. 1 had. of, the "blood 5 * riſt to 


waſh me both out. of Bad and thought, But 
1 thank Chriſt Jeſus, theſe thing 10 riot. at 
preſent make. me, lack my crying ut. rather 


did put me upon 01% vo like her "who met with 
the adulterer, Beli. xxii. 26. in which days 
kin was a good wor to me, after 1 K Had ſuf- 
fered theſe things a- While: f am perſuaded, 
b bal neither he ; A nor depth, nor life, &c. 
all ſeparate 1 us irom the love of God, which 
<is in Chriſt Jeſus,” Rim. vii. 38. And now 
I hoped, long life ſhould not, e me, nor 
make me mils of heaven... 8 thy 
I, 2. Yet I had ſome ſupports. in "this | temp. 
tatjon,! though they were then all , queſtioned 
by nie: that in Jer. iii. at the ſirſt, was ſome- 
thin ing 0 me; and lo was the confidefation of 


verſe 4 of, that chapter; ; that though we. have 
ſpokga and done as ey things as We ; could, 1 et 


Il ery 1 unto God, * My Father, thou art 
of the Sue g of my Jae 5 and ſhall neturg unto 
hi 


m. 1 

. 1 id alt ally, once A ſweet glance fam 

in 2 Gor, V. 21, For he hath made hit 

© fin for ug, Who knew no ſin 3; 7e Geh Ng mig! At. 

© be made. the. righteduſnel J of Gy Him.“ 
15 dec that Mme day, a8 1 Was tt 0 


irs 


neighbovt's $. houſe, and there very fa af at the, 


epiſideration of my mag) dleſphethi 
IL. was. Hips in in 777 ming, „ What. gro 
bave 1 to think Har yp zn Have bebt fo Vite 
and abominable, hou! ever inherit eternal 
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life?“ ak word came ſuddenly upon me, 
4, What ſhall we ſay to theſe things! If God be 
for us, why can be agaioft us!? Rom. viii, 31. 


That alſo was an, help unto me, Becauſe I 
£4 live, ye ſhall dive alle, John xiv. 19. Bat 


theſe words were. but hints, touches, and ſhort 
viſits, tho? very ſweet when, preſent,;. only they 
Jaſted not, but, like to Peter's thee, of a 
:* ſudden were caught Pro from; me, to heaven 
« again, Acii x. 19. 49071 
114. But „K the Lord did more fully 
and eraciouſly diſcover himſeif unto- me, and 
indeed, did quite, not only deliver ame from the 
-guilt, that, by theſe things, was laid, upon my 
gonſeience, but alſo: from the very filth thereo 
for the temptation was removed, and, 4h was 
put into my right. mind again, as. other. 
tians Were. in ann dn 1981 


115. Uremember one day, as. I was, travel- 


ling into the eountry, and muſing on the wick 
ed neſs a blaſphemy, of my heart, and con- 
ſidering the enmity that. was. in me to God, 
that ſcripture Fan into my mind,. He, hath 
mage peace by, the blood of his, eroſs, Cl. 
i. 20. By- which I, was made to eb, both 
again and. again cha, day, that. God, apd, my 
-loul., were friends, by this blood: fe, I. ſaw 
that the juſtice of God and my figful. dul; could 
embrace and kiſs each other through this blood. 
This, was a good day 10 me. Lihope, hf ſhall 
naher forget it. 93 


6. At another time, as. I y the 
fire 


fire in may houſe, and muſing on my..wretched- 

neſs, ze! aaf made that alſo a;precious word 
unto. m % Faraſmueh then as the children a are 
Avniqqer u Ran E. 2 dar 15 oe 
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52 Graet abounding to the 


© partikers of Ach and blood, he alſo himſelf 
< likewiſe took part of the fame; that through 
| „death he migbt deſtroy him that had the 
1 of death, that is, the devil; and de- 
yer thoſe, who, through fear of death, were 

© all tit life ſobject to botidgge, Heb. ii. 14, 


15. I thought that the glory of theſe words was 


then ſo weighty on me, that I was both onee and 
twice ready to ſwoon 251 ſar; yet not with grief 
and trouble, but with ſolid joy and peace. 
117. At this time alſo I fat under the miniſtry 
of holy Mir. Gifford, whoſe doctrine, by God's 
grace, was much for my ſtability. IT bis man 
made it Ons: His bufineſs to deliver the people 
of God Trom!' all thoſe falſe and unſound teſte, 
"that by eu we are prone to, He would bid 
us take fpecial heed, that wWe took not up any 
truth upon zruſt; as from this, or that, or any 
other man dr men; but cry mightily to God, 
that he would convince us of the reality thereof, 
and ſet us do n therein by his own fpirit in we 
holy word; for, ſaid be, if you do otherwiſe, 
| het temptatibns come, if ſtrongly, you not 


havin} Teceived chem with 3 ona Hea- | -* 


ven, will find you want that help-atid ſtrength, 
tdw to refiſt, that once you thought you Had. 
118; This was as ſeafonable to oh ſoul,” as 


'theFortter and latter rain in their ſeaſon ': for 1 


had found, 3nd that by ſad experience, the 
tritth of eſe his words ; for I had felt, no man 


can ſay 8 when tempted tlie devil, 
dba Je hp us Chfiſt is Lord, bu by the Holy Got 


| Wherefore T fbund my ſoul, thro? grace, very 


ap t to drinkin this doctrine, and to ineline to 


ray to God, that in nothing that pertained to 
Sob glory, and my own eternal happineſs, 
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he would, fuffer, me to be without, they Re. 
firmation'thexeat, from..heavep.; for OW. Ts 
clearly, thereswas an exceeding, 25 

.twixt the, potion; of, the fleſh,and. hl od, 2 


revelation} of Ggd.in heaven; 3 Allg a o_ je 


ference ,berwixs,qhati fath.thav as Fier nd 
aecorgingi to gan 5 ildom, ahd. f rat . which 
comes by a man's Jan ehe theegto.of | G 
Matth: Mebhach I; Jab v Good: SV at: 5248 
21 194 But, oh now, how. AMY,» TY 
from truth o truth, to.:God Ng Fog om the: 
birth and cradle, of the Son af 2 to his. ac» 
ceſſign, dad ſecond. coming, eme even to 
judge the wWorlg , 6 „ eb. bro, ods. 
129. Truly, . thenfound,, upon this account, 
agent God was, very good, die e 
my gemembrange, there ee 12 BOG 
ihe. cried unto God 10 WH ade aa 
vnio me, but he was; or by. to 9 N . 
moet mean, not one part Stde. goſpel, ol. 
Tac e butd was ordeslygled; into it. „ 
thought I. ſaw, with Aba ence, from \ the 
four, aasee e the, wore ful, wer orks,q 9 Jod, 
in givinge]eſus Cha 17a, us, em Bofon- 
.ception and 'birthy ende Jig ſecond gp ing 
to judgment: methought 1 u as as if. I has. 
him born, as if !1;chad, ſeen him gro. ups if 
J had ſeen, him Valk through, this word, 10m 
the. Gade e the.; grofs; 1757 which al . 175 
lbs eme, 1 ſaw. how gen! We 5 gals \higalelf to 
wege and FN m ne 0d 
wigked d loing., K 1 15 ee on this 
his-prgereſs, that was oy. My (pays Hesvas 
ordained for the lapghter, 1: 1 air At 


121. When! have 0 alſo. the truth 
if; bis reſyrreQion,, . e that 


ee nn G1 bien ein gi 


zeen 


Grace #bounding to the 


Word, Touch me not, Mary, ''&c. I have t. 
Teeny as if he had lerped out of the grave's e 
mom, for joy that he was rifen again, and had | g 
got the . 74 over our 'dreadful foes, Fob: || t: 
* 17. I have alſo, in the ſpirit, ſeen him a || b 
i man on the fight hand of God the Father for | d 
teme; and bade ſeen the manner of his coming 
118 heaven,” to judge the world with glory, t. 
and have been confirmed in theſe things by n 
ſe ſeriptutes following, Ales i. 9, 10. —4 tl 
i 56. and x. 42. Heb. vli. 2 and vin. 358 
1 50 i. 18. TAR. iv. 17, 1 x if ee 
17122. Ogte F was troubled 10 kde, hiker 
the Lord Jeſus was man as well as Cod, and 
| Bod as Well as man; andi truly, in thoſe days, 
let wen, "ſay what they would; unleſs 1 had it 
wilh evidence from heaven, all. was nothing to 
1 ne, 1 tounzed myfelf not ſet down in any truth 
bf God. Well, I was much: troubled about 
|| this point, and ebuld not tell how do be fe- 
| folved. At laſt that i in Rev. v. came into my 
mind: And 1 beheld, and lo, in the: midſt 
bof the throne, and of the four beafts, and! Mm 
ll *© the midſt of the elders, ſtood a Lab.“ 
tze midſt of the throne, thought 2 there 5 
= ' the podhead ; in the midſt of the elders, there 
is his manhood. But, oh! methought this 
"tid. gliſter! it was a goodly touch, and gave 
i me ſweet ſatisfaction. That other ſeripture 
if alſo did help me much in this: Fo us 8 child 
(is born, to us a ſon is given, and the gopern- 
ment thall be upon his ſhoulder : 255 his 
name hall be, called Wonderful, Counſellor, 
be mighty. God, The everlaſting Father, 
The Prince e Peace. Ha. ix. 6. 
123. Allo, beſides theſe teaching of God, 
in his word, the Lord made uſe of two _ 


* =, 4 93 
—_— — 
K ** 


S 2 8220 2 „ 


5. That the bodies of the 
ate buried in the church- | 
6. That the reſurrection is paſt with 


Chief-of Sinners, 


to confirm me in this truth: the ohe was the 
errors of the Quakers; and the other was the 
guilt of ſin; for as the Quaker did oppoſe the 
truth, ſo God did the more confirm me in it, 
by leading me into the Seip did won- 
derfulty maintain it. „ 2917 thu fr 54, 


124. Phe errors that this people then main- 
tained, were, I. That the holy ſoriptures were 
not the werd of God. 


2. That etery man in 
the world had the ſpirit of Chrift „race, faith, 
Ke. 


dyi ng fixteen hundred years ago, did not fatisfy 


divineJuſtice for the firs of the people. 4. That 


Chtiſt's fleſh and blood was witkin the ſaints. 
good and bad thut 
yard, *thall not riſe 
again, 
good men already. 7. That the man Jeſus, 


that was crucified between two thieves on 


Mount Calvary, in the land of Canaan, by 
Jeruſalem, was not aſcended aboue the ſtatry 

heavens; That he ſhould not, even the — 
Jeſus that died by tlie hand of the Jews, dome 


again at the _ 3 e man; Judge: pl [5 1 


——_— &. 


a bd 


125. 8 more vile and abeminsbie! 


were in thoſe days fomented by chew! i 
which I was-driven to a more narrow ſearch 
of the ſeriptures, and was; through their light 
and teſtimony, not only enlightened, but — 
confirmed and comforted in the truth: and, as 

I faid, the guilt of fin did help me much; for 


ſtill as ddr would come upon me the blood 
of Chriſt did take it off again, and again, 
and zgain; and that too dle 


the ſetipture, * friends! — 20 e. 


That Chriſt Jeſus as crueified, and 
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»veal:Fefus Chaiſt unto you, there is none teacharth 
»Hitehimninoesd bur zeugt) i og rows 
- -12644t would: be (oo long here to ſtay to 
tell jeu impjẽ,j lar how] God did ſei me down 
in all itherithings! of Cbiiſt, add thow he. dig, 
that he might do ſo, lead merinto his words; 
yea, and:#igchow he did open hem unte me, 
and maketmem thine before me, and gauſe 
ſthenmtersdsell with me, talk with, me, and 
,fomfgzrmme over and over, both of his on 
bancheand the being of his Son, and Spirit, 
_ vandkword, and goſ pe. f goth 
127. Only this; bs L ſaich beſore, A e 
.aunto you again, thawify.ggachal. he was pleaſed 
3:9; take this. courſe: with; mgibet# ſt, to ſuffer me 
to 1be': aMiEtid witllonteſnptations congerning 
them andithen. reveal-thgm 1eme: as ſome- 
times I ſhoul lie under great guilt for-fineven 
-eruthed:ito the ground therewith; gad then 
tchecLord auld: ihew me the death of Chriſt; 
« ye} folfprinkle my conſeience with, his blind, 
aithar $cdhau}dsfind,and thabheſore I was aware, 
oha ,awsthat'; conſgience; Where but quſt nov 
Mid 8 bug and Ange 1 he as, an eng there Wow, d 
reſt and abide the peace and love of, God, 
. thaeuah' Che Gdr 2 oro vanid act 


«1+ 1284;Now I had an evidence, as I ought, of my 
ſalvation from heaven, with many gdiden ſeals 


therean;; alh hangiijg in my ſight: now could l 


remember. this. manifeſtaſiongand the other. diſ- ü 


2 ic ovary of grace, with comfort ; and ſhould often 
long and deſire that the laſt day were come, that 


Adetnight be for ever ebflamed with the fight, and 


joy, aud communion with him, wholghead was 
.,crowbedawithiz4þhorns,, whoſe face wake pit on, 
and bod broke and ſap}:made ,an.gffering for 


Chinf of Sinners. =_ 


1 | my fins: for whereas before I lay continually 


trembling ar the mouth of hell, now methought 
I was got ſo far therefrom, that 1 could not, 
when 1 looked back, ſcarce diſcern it: and oh 


„thought I, that I were fourſcore years old now, 


that 1 might die quickly, that my ſoul _— be 
„gone to reſt. 


129. But before 1 had got thus far out of 


» 
I 
d theſe my temptations, I did greatly long to fee 


n ſome ancient godly man's experience, who had 


> | writ ſome hundreds of years before I was born; 


for, for thoſe who had writ in our days, 1 


| thought (but I defire them now to pardon me) 
chat they had writ only that which others felt; 
ic or elſe had, through the ſtrength of their wits 
and parts, fiudied to anſwer ſuch objections as 
:- jf they perceived others were perplexed with, 
i if without going down themſelves into the deep. 
n Well, 2 many ſuch l 
F * God in whoſe hands ate all our days and 
d, ways, did caſt into my hands, one day, 2 book 
©, of Martin Luther; Fl was his Comment on the 
Galatians ; it ey was ſo old, that it yas ready 
to fall piece frompicce if. I did but turn it over. 
Now I was pleafed much that ſuch an old book 
had fallen into my hands; the which, when I 


dition in his experience ſo largely and pro- 
foundly handled, as if bis book had been writ- 
ten gut of my heart. This made me marvel, 


any thing of the ſtate of Chriſtians now, bur 
former days- 75 


130. Beſides, ne doth mot r 
that dn debate of the riſe of theſe tempia- 


gings in my mind, 
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bad but a little way peruſed, I found my con- 


for thus, though I. this man could not know 
myſt? needs write and ſpeak the efferiegee of 
alſo, . 
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tions, ee blaſphemy, deſperation, as; the 
like; chewing that the law of Moſes, as well as 
the devil, death, and hell, Hath a very great 
hand therein: the which at firſt was very ſtrange 
to me; but conſideriag and watching, I found 
vit ſo; indeed. | But: of , particulars here I intend 
notliing ; only this methinks I muſt let, fall be- 
fore all men, I do prefer this book of Martin 
Luther upon the Galatians, (excepting the ſ; | 
holy Bible) defore all the books that ever 1 have by 
leeng! as moſt fit for a wounded eonſcience. 
131. Andnow 1 found, as I thought, that 65 
Loved Chriſt - 'dearly.: Oh! methought my [2 
ſoul cleaved; unto him, my affections cleaved 
unto bim: Lifelt love to him as Hot as fire: .. 
zand now, 4s Job ſaid, I thought 1 ſhould die. 
in my neſt. But 1 did; quickly find, that my. 
great love was but little; and that I, who had, py 
as E-thouyht, ſuali burning love to Jeſus. Chrif, or. 
could det him go» again fer A very:trifle: Godſf*? 
zean tell thaw o abaſe us, and can hide pride Me 
from man- Quickly after ait my lovp/was 7 
tried to purpoſo. G . ./ Hz enpuulr© Rey 
«12 +032. Kor:after the Lord had, in this manner f. 
© *thusigracioully'delivered me from this grestand . 8 
ſore temptation, and had det me don ſa tet "TT 
in the faithof/hib holy goſpel, and had given, me 5 a 
- {deh ſtrong godſolation, and» bleſſed: evidence l, 
from heayeng;toyching my infeteſt in His lese:. 
„through hriſtz the tempter enn upen me 
again, andi that with a morggrievous / and dread- 
ul gemptazidn than befor! W nil n. 
0 3. Hud chat Mas, + To ſell and part with 
this moſt bleſſed Chriſt; to exchange; bim: fer; 
nthethings of gdiftfor any thing 7. be cant, ine 
— en ate. for; the ſfaen of a $8874.90 | 
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rid of it one day In a month; no, not ſome- 
tines one Hour! in many days together, unleſs. 
1 aflep:" e 225) 
And chez i in my judgment! was er- 
dts. that thoſe e were once effeAually in 
Chriſt, (as 1 hoped, through his grace, 1 had 
ſen m) ſelf), could never este hint for ever: 
(« For the land ſn ill not be ſold for ever, for 


„ er a 35 UTP 


that I ſhould have ſo much as one fuch thought 
l within me againſt Chriſt,'a Jeſus, that had 
aone for me as he had done; ; and yet then I had 
1 amoſt none other but ſuch blaſphemous ones. 

135. But it, was neither my diſlike of the 
#i honght, nor yer any deſire and endeavour to 
10 Nean it, Mat in eile ſeaſt did ſhake or abate the 
5 ontinuation, eu force and ſtrength thereôf; 
er oO always, in Amoſt whatever I thought! 


5 i ſtiek, or caſt mine Tyes to look on this or 
15 hat, bi t fill "the tein pration woyid come, 
” Sell Gg for this, or fell Cute for that; 
1 (l Ries fell him.“ e 

aro 1 6. Sometimes it would wen thoughts, 


abe pot 3 75 as a hundred times to Zet er ke Sell 
been fell bim, fell him:“ Againſt ieh, I 
AL 


48. 


Fears ſome wicked thib Suit ncht ariſe in my 


1 leart that 'mjeNPcohſtnt' thereto ; and ſome- 


A | ies the N wu. We f. bellede Fr 


din 


cid follow me ſo continually, that 1'was not 


the land is mine,” ſaid God, Lev xxv."23; ); 
yet it was a continua vexation to me f6 think 


ntermix” itfelf therewith, in ſuch ſort, that * 
Nas ould neither ent my food, ſtoop for a'pin, chop 


Rand as'continually leaning and fore- 


10 for whole hots töget oe hape been 
25 againſt it, Jef ply, before! were 


8 Grace abounding to the 


had conſented to it; but then I ſhould be as 
_ tortured upon a rack for a whole day together. 
137. This temptation did put, me to ſuch 
ſcars, left I ſhould at ſometimes, I fay, conſent 
thereto, and be overcome therewith, that by 
the very force of my mind, in labouring to 
gainſay and reſiſt this wickedneſs, my very hody 
would be put into action or motion, by Way of 
puſhing or thruſting with my hands or elbows; 
ſtill anſwering as faſt as the deſtroyer ſaid, Sell 
him.“ “ I will not, I will not, I will not; no, 
not for thouſands, thouſands, thouſands of 
worlds. Thus reckoning, left I ſhould in the 
miadſt of theſe aſſaults, ſet too low a value of f, 
him, even until I ſcarce well knew where * 
was, or how to be compoſed again. | 
138. Attheſe ſeaſons be would not Jet me E 
eat my food as quiet; but forſoth, when I . 
ſet at the table at any meat, I myſt go hence to 2 
SE 1 | 0 
pray; I muſt leave my food now, and juſt now b, 
ſo counterfeit holy alſo would this devil be f 
when I was thus tempted, | ſhould ſay in my-M : 
ſelf, ( Now l am at my meat, let me make anf 
end.” Ng,“ ſajd he, you muſt da it now, Xt 
or you will diſpleaſe God, and deſpiſe Chriſt.” F | 
Wherefore I was muſt afflicted with theſe 3 
things; and becauſe of the ſinfulneſa of my na- 


ture, (imagining that theſe things were im- 
nie ARTIST tf NR i, 


if I denied God; and then ſhould I be as guilty, 
becauſe I did nat obey a temptation of the devil g. 


139, But, to be brief, one morning as I did mie 


lie in my bed, I was, as at other times, molt 93 
fiercely aſſaulted with this temptation, “ to fel 


and part with Chriſt,” the wicked ſpggeſtioo 


| could T9 5 Which alſo, in thy 7 5 


| Ge 4 Sinners, HT” br 


i T3 2 


hot 


Bl even n oy en out of f breath 
I'felt this thought paſs through my heart, © Let 
him go, if he will;“ and 1 thought alſo; wat 


Lfelt my heart freely conferit thereunts!' Oh, 


the diligence of Satan! Ob, the deſperateneſs 


of nian's heart 

140. Now was tlie battle wen, and down 
fell I, as a bird that is ſhot front the top of a2 
tres, into great guilt and fearful deſpair, Thus 
gettin Gr of my bed, I went moping into the' 


eld; zut God knows, with as heavy an et | 
a? mortal man, I think, could bear; here, 


for the ſpace of two hours, I was ike 2 man 
bereft of life, and as. now, paſt all recovery, 
and bound over to eternal-punithment. * & 
it. And withal,” that fcripture” did eG 
on my ſoul. O profane perſon, as Eſadu, 


* right : : for ye Know, how that 'afrerwards,” 


c When he would have inherited the bieffing, | 


(he wis rejected; for be found s place of 


g repbitiice. though he ſought it exrcfully nw 
tears,“ Heb. if. 16, 17 uu 
142. Now was Tas one bound; 1 ſelt t 


ſelf Hut up into the judgment to coil; bes x. 
now for, two years together would abide' with - 


me,” but dattination, and an exptttation” a 
damnation : 1 fay, nothing now "Would abide” 
with me but POR have fome few memerus for 
* bens 1 will ſee, | 
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IE words were to my as Wo feiters 
of beak W my vet in he. continual Ws 4 


a 


* blood of rk Chriſt, his own Sen denen 
« us, from all fin,” gi Fobn e jt | 
144. Now I began 10 conceive. peace in 
ſoul; and methought I ſaw as if the tempter 
did leer aid ſteal away from me, as being aſham- 
ed of What he had done. At the ſame time 
alſo .I had my. fin and the blood of Chriſt thus: 
rep reſented to me, that my ſin, when compared 
to Ap blood of Chriſt, was no more to it than 
this little elod or ſtone before me is to this vaſt 
anti wide field that here I ſee,. This gave me 
good encouragement for the ſpace of two or 
three hours; in which time alſo methought 1 
Faw by 1 the Son of God, as ſuffering for 
my ſins. But becauſe it tarried not, I therefore 
ſunk, in, Jy: ſpirit, under execeding guilt again. 
145. But chiefly by the afore-mentioned 
ſcripture concerning Eſau's ſelling of his birth- 
| right: for that ſeripture would To all day 1 
in my mind, and hold me down, fo that I coul 
by no means. lift up myſelf ; for when I would 
ſtrive 10 turn to this ſcripture, or that, for re- 
lief, ſtill that ſentence would be ſounding in me, 
For ye know how that after wat when he 
vouſd have inherited the blefling, he found 
©no place of repentance, though be ſought it 
._* carefully with tears. \ 
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tough, from that. in, Luke xxii. 31. 1 have 


JC 
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a TY Sametime; indeed, I. ſhould. have a 


« prayed. for thee, that thy. faith fail not ;* but 
it would not abide upon me ; neither could I 
indeed, when I confidered my.ſtate,, find ground 
to conceive in the leaſt that there ſhould be the 
root of that grace in me, having ſinned as I had 


done. Now, was I tore and rent in an heavy 


caſe for many days together. 


147. Then began I with ſad and careful 
heart, to conſider. of the nature and largeneſs 
of my fin, and to ſearch into the word of God, 


if I could. in any place eſpy a word of promiſe, 


or any encouraging ſentence by which I might 


take relief... Wherefore I began to conſider that 
of Mark iii. All manner of ſins and blaſphe- 
© mies ſhall be forgiven. unto the ſons of men, 
wherewith ſoever they ſhall blaſpheme. Which 
place, methought, at a bluſh, did contain a large 
and glorious promiſe for the pardon 'of high 
offences. But conſidering the place more fully, 
L:thought it was rather to be underſtood, as 


relating more chiefly to thoſe who had, while i in 


2 natural eſtate, committed ſuch things as there 
are mentioned; but not to me, who had not 
only. received. light and mercy, but that had 
both after, and alſo contrary to that, ſo flighted 


3" & & 


148. I feared therefore that this wicked "in 


of mine might be that ſin unpardonable, of 
which he there thus ſpeaketh, But he that 
© ſhall-blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath 


© never. forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eternal 
5 damnation,” Mart iii. And I did the rather 
give credit to this, becauſe of that ſentence in 


ah Hebrews, * For you know how that after- 


enrat, Tho. he yool. have inherited the 
2. 
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* blffing, be was rejefed; for pe found no 
place of repentan , though he ſought it 
«carefully with tears. And this ſtuck always 
with me. i $18, oh bog . 4. 


to de forgiven my tranſgreſſion, and to be ſaved 
em wrath id conſe, e 
1350. And now began 1 to labour te call a- 
gain time that was paſt ; wiſhing a thouſand 
times twice told, that the day was yet to come, 
when I ſhould be tempted to ſuch a fin? con- 
cluding with great indignation both againſt my 
heart, and all aſſaults, how I would rather have 
been torn in pieces, than found a conſenter 
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ings, and reſolvings, were now too late to help 
me: This thought had paſſed my beart, God 
- Hath let me go, and 1 am fallen. Oh! 
thought F, that it was with me as in months 
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51. Then again, being loth and un- 
willing to periſh, I began to compare my fin 
with others, to ſee if 1 could find that any of 
thoſe that were ſaved had done as 1 had done. 
80 J confidered David's adultery and murder, 
and found them moſt heinous crimes; and 
thofe too committed after light and grace re- 
ceived. But yet, by conſidering, that his 
tranfgreffions were only ſuch as were againſt the 


/ 


149. And now was T both a burden and ter- 


thereto. But, alas! theſe thoughts and wiſh- 


« paſt; as in the days when God preſerved me.“ 
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law of Mol from which the Lord Chriſt 
could, with the conſent . of Lis word, deliver 


him: but mine was againſt the golpel; yea, 
againſt the Mediator thereof, I hag fold my 


Saviour, 

152. Now again thould 1 be as if 2 upon 
the wheel, 
guilt that poſſciſed me, I ſhould be ſo void of 
grace, ſo bewitched. What, thought I, muſt 
it be no fin but this? „ Muſt it needs 'be ihe 
great tranſgreſſion ?” Pſalm 105 13. 
that wicked one touch my foul,” 1 Fobn v. 18. 
Oh, what ſting did 1 find in all Fey ſentences |! * 

153. What, thought I, is there but one fin 
that is unpardonable; but one fin that lay eth 


the ſoul without the reach of God's merey; 
and muſt I be guilty of that? Muſt it needs be 


that? Is there but one ſin among ſo many mil. 


lions of fins, for which there is no forgiveneſs ; 
Oh, unhappy fin! 
Ob, unhappy man! Theſe things would ſe 


and muſt I commit this.? 


break and confound my. ſpirit, that I could not 


tell what to do. I thought, at times, they 


would have broke my wits ; and ſtill io aggra- 


vate my miſery, that would run in my Mind, | 
© You know how that. afterwards, when he 
© would have inherited the bleſfiog, he was 
Ob! none knows the, terrors of 


rejected. , 
thoſe days but myſelf... 
154. After this] began to to conſider of Peter's 


fin, which he committed in bis denyiog, his. 
Mafter : : and indeed this came nigheſt to mine, 
of any that I could find ; for he had denied his 


ee 5, I after light and mercy received; 
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and that after time to confider betwixt. But 
though 1 put all theſe circumſtances together, 


that, if poſſible, I might find help; yet I con- 


ſidered again, that his was but a denial of his 


Maſter, but mine was a felling of my Saviour. 


Wherefore, I thought with myſelf, that I eame 


nearer to Judas than either to David or Peter. 
155. Here again my torment would flame out 
and afflit me: yea, it would grind me, as it 
were to powder, to conſider the preſervation of 
God towards others, while I fell into the ſnare: 
for in my thus confidering of other mens fins, 
and comparing of them with my own, I could 
evidently fee God preſerved them, notwithitand- 


ing their wickedneſs, and would not let them, as 


he had let me, become a ſon of perdition. 

156. But oh, how did mysfoul at this time 
prize the preſervation that God had ſet about his 
people! Ab, how fafely did 1 fee them walk, 


whom God had hedged in! They were within 


His care, protection, and ſpeeial providence ; 
though they were full as bad as I, by nature, 
yet, becauſe he loved them he would not ſuffer 
them to fall without the range of mercy. But 
as for me, I was gone, I had done it; he would 
not preſerve me, nor keep me, but ſuffered me, 


| becauſe I was a reprobate, to fall as I had done. 


Now did thoſe bleſſed places that ſpeak of God's 


keeping his people, ſhine like the ſun before 


me, though not to comfort me, yet to ſhew 


me the bleſſed fate and heritage of thoſe whom 


the Lord had bleſſed. _ ws, 
157. Now I faw, that as God had his band 


in all providerices and diſpenſations that over- 


took his elect, ſo he had his hand in all the 
temptations that they had to fin againſt them; 
not to animate them to wickedneſs, but to 
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chuſe their temptations 2nd troubles for them ; 
and alſo to lezve them, for a time, to ſuch 
things only that might not deftroy, but humble 


them; as might not put them beyond, but 


lay them in the way of renewing his mercy. 
But oh, what love, what care, what kindneſs 
and mercy did 1 now ſee, mixing itſelf with the 


moſt ſevere and dreadful of all God's ways to 
his people! He Would let David, Hezekiab, . 


Solomon, Peter, and others, fall; but he 
would not let them fall into fin unpardonable, 
nor into hell for fin, Oh! thought I, theſe be 
the men that God hath loved; theſe be the 


men that God, though he chaſtiſeth them, keeps , 


them in fafety by him; and them whom he 
makes to abide under the ſhadow of the Almigh - 
ty. But all thefe thoughts added ſorrow, grief, 
and horror to me, as whatever I now thought 


on, it was killing to me. If 1 thought how 


God kept his own, that was killing to me; if 
I thought how 1 was fallen myſelf, that was 


killing to me. As all things wrought together 
for the beſt, and to do good to them that were 
the called, according to his purpoſe ; fo I thought 


that all things wrought for damage, and for my 


eternal overthrow. _ 


with the fin of Judas, that, if poſſible, I might 
find if mine differed from that which in truth, 
is unpardonable: And ob, thought 1, if it 
ſhould differ from it, tho? but the breadth of 
an hair, what an happy condition is my ſoul 


in; and by conſidering, I found, that 


Judas 
did this intentionally, but mine was uch my 
prayer and ſtrivings. Beſides, his was com- 
mitted with much deliberation, but mine in a 
fearful hurry, on a ſudden; All this while” 
was toſſed to and fro like the the locuſt, & driven 


158. Then fee I began to compare my fin 
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from- trouble to ſorrow ; hearing always the 
ſound of Eſau's fall in mine ears, and of the 
dreadful conſequences thereof. f 

159. Vet this conſideration about Judas! $ fa 


Was, for a. while, ſome little relief to me; for l 


ſaw I had not, as to the circumſtances, tranſ- 
greſſed ſo fully as he. But this was quickly 
gone again: for I thought with myſelf, there 
might be more ways than one to commit this 
unpardonable ſin; alſo I. thought that there 
might be degrees of that as well as of other 
tranſgreſſions; wherefore, for ought Lyet could 
perceive, this iniquity of mine might be ſuch as 
might never be paſſed by. | 
1060. I was often now aſhamed, that I mould 
be like ſuch an ugly man as Judas. I thought 
alſo how.loathſome. I ſhould be unto all the ſaints 
in the; day of judgment: ioſomuch that now 1 
could ſcarce ſee. a good man that I believed had 
a goad conſeience, but I ſhould feel my, heart 
tremble at him, while 1 was in his preſence. 
Oh ! now I ſaw a glory in walking with God, 
and what a mercy it was to haye.a Saod con- 
ſeience before hime. 
161. I was much about this time tempted to 
content myſelf, by receiving ſome falſe, opinion; 


as, that there ſhould be no ſuch thing as a day 


of judgment, that we ſhould not ariſe again, and 
that fin was no ſuch grievous thing; the temp- 
ter ſuggeſted. thus : © For if theſe things ſhould 
indeed be true, yet to believe.otherwiſe, would 
yield. you. eaſe for the. preſent. If you. muſt 


eriſh, never torment yourſelf ſo much before-- 


xand';, drive the thoughts, of damning, out of 
your mino, by poſſeſſing your mind with, ſome 
uch concluſions that Atheiſts ae Wem 

fo help Wee ve CORE en Oe ot 


- 


"Þ „ * 46 F 2 Fi [7 2013 4 TUE 3 * {> | 1 © , An LY ' 
” . : 


2 „ © - 


wy 


i 
0 


Chief of Sinners.” 69 


162. But oh!] when ſuch thoughts have led 
thro' my heart, how, as it were, within a ſtep, 
hath death and judgment been in my view! 
Methought the judge ſtood at the door; I was 
as if it was come already; ſo that ſuch things 
could have no entertainment. But methinks I 


the ſoul from Chriſt: he loveth not an awakened 
frame of ſpirit; ſecurity, blindneſs, darkneſs, 
and error, is the very kingdom and habitation of 
the wicked one. 


163. I found it a hard work now to pray to 


God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me up; 


I thought I was as with a tempeſt driven away 


from God; for always when 1 cried to God for 


mercy, this would come in, ©**Tis too late; 


I am loſt; God hath let me fall, not to my 
correction, but my condemnation : my fin is 
unpardonable ; and I know, concerning Efav, 


how that after he had ſold his birth-right, he 


would have inherited the bleſſing, but was re- 


jected. About this time I did light on that 


dreadful ſtory of that miſerable mortal Francis 
Spira ; a book that was to my troubled ſpirit as 
falt when rubbed into a freſh wound: every 
ſentence in that book, every groan of that man, 


with all the reit of his actions in his dolours, as 


his tears, his prayers, his gnaſhing of teeth, his 
wringing of hands, his twifting and languiſhing, 


and pining away under that mighty hand of 
God that was upon him, was as knives and 


daggers in my foul ; eſpecially that ſentence of 


bis was frightful to me, Man knows the be- 


ginning of fin, but who bounds the iſſues 
thereof? Then would the former ſentence, as 
the concluſion of all, fall like an hot thunder- 
bale again upon 285 conſcienee: F or you 


ſee 9 this, that Satan will uſe any means to keep 
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©. know that afterwards, when he would bave 
inherited the bleſſing, he was rejected; for, 
he faund no place of regentance, though he 

« ſought. it carefully. with tears. 
10. Then ſhould | be ſtruck into a very 
great trembling, inſomueh that at ſometimes | 
could for days together, feel my very body, 
as well as my mind to ſhake. and totter underſh. 
the ſenſe of this dreadful judgment of God, thatf 
ſhould fall. on_thoſe that have ſinned that mot 
fearſul and unpardonable fin. I felt alſo ſuch 
2 clogging and heat at my ftowach, by reaſon 
of this my terror, that I was, eſpecially at ſome 
times, as if my breaſt- bone would ſplit aſunder, 
Then I thought concerning that of Judas, who, I, 
by his falling head long,burſt aſunder, and all his 
bowels guſhed out,” Acts. 1 | 
165. | feared allo, that this was the mark that 
God did ſet on Cain, even continual fear and 
trembling, under ihe heavy load of guilt, that 
he had charged on him for the bload. of his bro- 
ther Abel. Thus did 1. wind, and twine, and 
| ſhrink, under the burden that was upon me; 
which burden alſo did alſo ſo oppreſs me, that 
I. could neither ſtand, nor go, nor lie, either at Nhe 
reſt or quiet. an 

166. Yet that faying would. ſometimes come. 

to my mind, * He hath received gifts for the 
rebellious,” P/alm 1xviii. 18. The rebellious, | 
thought 1; why, ſurely, they are ſuch as once R 
were. under. ſubjection to their prince, even 
thoſe who, after they have. ſworn ſubjection to 
his government, have taken up arms againſt 
bim: And this, thought I, Is my very condi- 
tion: I once loved him, feared him, ſerved 
him; but now I am a rebel; I bave ſold him: 
Ibaye ſaid, “ Let him go if he will;“ ' but yet 


b has gifts for rebels, and then why. not for me? 
hey 167. This ſometimes I thought on, and 
would labour to-take hold thereof, that ſome, 
ergſthough ſmall, refreſhment might have. been 
onceived by me. But in this alſo I miſſed of 
dy! y deſire: I was driven with force beyond it: 
was like a man going to execution, even by 
that place where he would fain dp in and 

ode himſelf but may not. 
ien 168. Again, after J had thus e IE. the 
fins of the ſaints in particular, and found mine 


myſelf, Set the caſe I ſhould put all theirs to- 
ether, and mine alone againſt them, might 1 
not then find encouragement 1: For if mine, 
though bigger than any one, yet, ſhould. be but 
:quall to all, then there is hope; for that blood 


Umſtances. 

169. I ſhould. think with myſelf that David. 
hed blood to cover his adultery, and that by. 
the ſword of the children of Ammon: a work. 
bat could not be done but by contrivanee, 


from that? 
1 5 Then 1 thought on Solomon, and bow 
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me went beyond them, than I began to think with. 


bat hath virtue enough in it to waſh away: all 
theirs, hath, virtue enough in it to waſh away, 

ine, tho” this one he full, as big, if not. bigger, 
han all theirs. Here again I ſhould conſider the 
de jn of David, of Solomon, of Manaſſeh, of Pe- 
bat ter, and the reſt of the great offenders; and 
2 ould alſo labour what I might, with fairneſs, to 
aggravate and. heighten their fins by ſeveral 10 


which was a great aggravation to his ſin. But: 
hen this would turn upon me: Ah! but theſe . 
ere hut ſins againſt the law, from which there 
as a Jeſus ſent to ſave them; but yours is a 
in againſt the Saviour, and who ſhall dave: ou 
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he finned in loving ſtrange women, in fallin 
away to their idols, in building them temples, 
in doing this after light, in his old age, after 


great mercy received. But the ſame concluſion 


that cut me off in the former conſideration, cut 


me off as to this, namely, That all thoſe were but 
ſins againſt the law, for which God hath pro- 


vided a remedy : © But I had ſold my Saviour,” 
and there remained no more ſacrifice for fin, 
171. I would then add to theſe mens fins, the 


fins of Manaſſeh; how that he built altars for 


idols in the houſe of the Lord: he alſo obſer- 
ved times, uſed inchantments, ' had'to do with 


| wizards, Was 2 wizard, had his familiar ſpirit, 


burned his children in the fire in ſacrifice to 
devils, and made the ſtreets „ run 
down with the blood of inocents. I heſe, 1 
I, are great fins, ſins of a bloody colour ; but 


yet it would turn again upon me: They are 


none of them of the nature of yours: you have 
parted with Jeſus; you have fold your Saviour.“ 
172. This one confideration would always 


kill my heart, © My fin was point blank againſt 
my Saviour: and that too at that height, that 
J had in my heart faid of him, Let him go 


if he will,” Oh! metbought this fin was 
bigger than the ſins of a country, of a kingdom, 
or of the whole world; no one pardonable, nor 
all of them together, was able to equal mine; 
mine outwent them every one. 

173. Nov I chould find my mind to flee 


1 


from God, as from the face of a dreadfuf judge; 


mw this was my torment, I could not eſcape 
is hand: It is a fearful thing to fall into 


the hand of the living God!“ - Heb. x. But 
bleſſed be his grace, that ſcripture, in theſe 


flying fits, would call as running after we, I 
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©hive blotted out, as à thick dond, thy tranſ- 


<preſſions ; and as a cloud thy ſins: return unto 
© mie, for 1 have redermed thee,” /a. xliv. 22. 
This, I ſay, would come in upon my mind, when 
J was flecing from the face of God; for I did 
flee from his face, that is, my mind atid ſpirit 
fled before him; by reaſon of his Highneſs,” I 
eould not endure.” Then would the text cry, 
Return unto me; it would cry aloud, with'a 
very great voice, Return unto me, for L have 
redeemed thee.” Indeed this would make me 
make a little op; and as it were look over my 

ſhoulder behind me, to ſee if I could diſcern that 
the God of grace did follow me With pardon in 
his hand. But I could no ſooner do that, but all 
would be clouded and darkened again by that 
ſentence; For you know, how tnat afterwards, 
"when he woald have inherited the bleſſing, he 
found no place of repentance, tho” he ſought 
Cir carefully with tears.“ Wherefore I could 
not refrain, but fled, though at ſome times it 


cried, © Return, return,” as it did hollow after 


me. But I feared to-cloſe in therewith, left it 
ſhould not come from God; for that, other, 2s 
I'faid, was ſtill ſounding in my conſcience, * For 
you HOW that afterwards When he would have 
inherited the bleſſing, he was rejected, &c. 
17S: Once; as I was walking to and fro in a 
good man's ſhop, bemoaning of mylelf in m 
fad and doleful ſtate, afflicting myſelf with as 
abhorrence for this wicked and ungodly thought, 
lamenting alſo this hard hap of mine, for that I 
ſhould commit fo great à fin,” greatly MC 1 
ſhould not be pardoned; praying alſo in m 
heart, that if this ſin of mine did differ from 
that 282i the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord wbuld 
ewe it t me; and being * ready to fink wWirn 
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fear, ſuddenly there was, as if there had ruſhed 
in at the window, the noiſe of wind upon. me, 
but very 4 and as if I heard a voice 
ſpeaking, © Didſt thou ever tefuſe to be juſtified 
by the blood of Chriſt? And withal my 
whole life of profeſſion paſt, 'was in a moment 

pened to me; wherein I was made to ſee, 
hi bat debanedly L had not; ſo my heart anſwered 
groaningly, © No.” Then fell, with power, 
that wor 'of God upon me, See that ye re- 
© fuſe not him that ſpeaketh, Heb. xii. 25. 
This made a ſtrange ſeizure upon my ſpirit : it 


brought light with it, and commanded a filence 


in my heart. of all thofe tumultuous. thoughts 
that before did uſe, like maſterleſs hell- hounds, 
to roar and bellow, and make an hideous noiſe 
within me. It ſhewed me, alſp, that Jeſus 
Chriſt had yet a word of grace and mercy. for 
me; that he had not, as I had feared, quite 
forſaken and caſt off my ſoul: yea, this was 2 
kind of check for my proneneſs to deſperation; 
a kind of threatening of me, if 1 did not, not- 
withſtanding my fins and the heinouſnels of 
them, venture my ſalvation upon the Son of 
God. But as to my determining about this 
flrange diſpenſation, what it was, I know 
not; or from whence it came J know not: 
J have not yet, in twenty years time, been able 
to make a judgment of it: „ thought then 
what here 1 ſhould; be loath to ſpeak.”” But 
verily that ſudden ruſhing wind was, as if an 
angel had come upon me; but both it and the 
ſalvation I will leave until the day of judgment: 
only this I ſay, it commanded a great calm in 
my ſoul; it perſuaded me there might be hope; 
it ſhewed me, as I thought, what the ſig un- 
pardonable was, and that mY, ſoul had yet the 
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bleſſed privilege to flee to Jeſus Chriſt for-mercy. 
But I ſay, concerning this diſpenſation, I'know ò 
not yet what to ſay unto it; which was alſo, 'in 
truth, the cauſe that at firſt I did not ſpeak of it 


on by men of ſound judgment. 1 lay not tbge 
ſtreſs of my ſalvation thereupon, but upon te 
Lord Jeſus, in the promiſe; yet ſeeing 1 am 
here unfolding of my ſecret things, I thought | 
it might not be altogether inexpedient to let 
this alſo ſhew itſelf ; though I cannot nom re- 
late the matter as there I did expetience-it. - 
This laſted in the favour of it for about three or 
four days: and then I began to miſtruſt, and 
to-deſpajr again. | 
175. Wherefore fun my life hung in /dpubt 
before me, not knowing which way I ſhould go; | 
only this I found my ſoul defire, even to caſt | 
itſelf at the foot of grace, by prayer and ſuppli- 
cation. But oh, it was hard for me now, to 
have the face to pray to this Chriſt for mercy, | 
againſt whom I had thus vilely finned :'and 
indeed I had found it as difficult to come to 
God by prayer, after backſliding from him, as 
to do any other thing. Oh, the ſhame that 
did now attend me! eſpecially when I thought 
I am now a going to pray to him for mercy, that 
I had ſo lightly eſteemed but a while before! I 
was - aſhamed, | yea even confounded, becauſe 
this villainy had been committed by me. But 
I ſaw that there was but one way with me; I 1 
muſt go to him, and humble myſelf unto him, | 
and beg that he, of his wonderful mercy, ſhould 
ſhew pity to me, and have MAcy upon wy | 
wretched ſinful foul, © + "| 
8 of Wick when the tewpter perecived, he '2 
2 4 | 2 
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ſtrongly. ſuggeſted to me, * That 1 oughit not 
to pray to God; for prayer was not for any in 
my caſe, neither could it do me good, becauſe 


I had rejected the Mediator, by whom all pray- 


ers come with acceptance to God the Father, 


and without whom no prayer could come into 


his preſence: wherefore now to pray is but to 


add ſin to ſin; yea, now to pray, ſeeing God 
has caſt you off, is the next way to anger and 
offend him more than you ever did before.“ 

17%. For God,” ſaid he, hath been 


For dog: you for theſe ſeveral years already, -be- 
cauſe you are none of his; your bawling in his 
ears hath been no pleaſant: voice to him; and 
therefore he let you ſin this ſin, that you might 
be quite cut off: and will you pray ſtill.” This 
the devil urged, and ſet forth, that in Numbers, 
when Moſes - laid to the children of Iſrael, That 
© becauſe they would not go up to poſſeſs the 
$ Jand, when God would have them; therefore 
© for ever did he bar them out from thenee, 
£ though they prayed they might with 0 
Numb. xiv: 36, 37, K. 
178. As it is ſaid in another place, Exed. 
xx. 14. The man that fins preſumptuouſly, 
Mall be taken from God's altar, that he may 
„die; even as Joab was by King Solomon, 
when he thought to find ſhelter there, 1 Kings 
ii. 27, 28, &o. Theſe places did. pinch me very 
ſore. Vet my caſe being deſperate, I thought, 
with myſelf, 1 can but die; and if it muſt be 
ſo, it ſhall once be ſaid, That ſuch an one 
died at the foot of Chriſt in prayer.“ This I 
did; but with great diffieulty, God doth know, 
and that becauſe, together with this, ſtill that 
faying about Eſau would be ſet at my heart, 
even like a flaming ſword, to keep the way of 
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| | the tree of life, leſt I ſhould take thereof, and 
n | live. Oh! who knows how hard a thing i it is 
ſe to come to God in prayer! f 
2 179. I did alfo deſire the prayers of the peo- 5 
r, ple of God to me; but I feared that Gd 
to | would give them no heart to do it: yea, I trem- 
to | bled in my ſoul to think, that ſome or other of 
dd | them would ſhortly tell me, that God had ſaid it 
1d | thoſe, words to them that he once did ſay to the | 
prophet concerning the children of Iſrael, « Pray 
en || not for the people, for I have rejected them, 4 
e- Fer. xi. 14, So, Pray not for him, for I 
us | have rejected him.“ Vea, I thought that he 
nd had whiſpered this to ſome of them already, only 
ht | they durſt not tell me ſo: neither durſt I aſk 
his them of it, for fear it ſhould be ſo: it would 
rs, | make me quite beſide myſelf : “ Man knows 
"at the beginning of fin,” ſaid Spira, but bn 
he bounds the iſſuc thereof.“ 
ore 180. About this time I took apportupity to- 
ce, i break my mind to an ancient Chriſtian, and 
rs, || told him all my caſe, I told him. alſo that I i 
was afraid that I had ſinned the ſin again the f 
d. Holy Ghoſt. | And he told me, He thought j 
ly, | fo Hong Here, therefore, I had but cold com- 
nay | fort; but talking a little more with him, I found 
on, | him, thoagh a good man, a ſtranger to much. 
ngs | combat with the devil. _ Wherefore L went to 
ery God again, as well as I could for mercy ſtill. 
br, I 181. Now, alſo, did the tempter begin to ; 
be mock. me in my miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing. i 
one 1 had thus parted with the Lord Jeſus, and, ; 
is 1 provoked him to diſpleaſure, WO would have 
d, ſtood between my ſoul and the flame of devour- 
hat ing fire; there was now but one way, and that 
art, wah: To proyithat God the #' BHR would be * 
off .- a0 er e di 
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place for themſelves in my heart: 


78 Grace abounding to the. 


mediator between his Son and me, that we 


might be reconciled again, and that I might 


have that bleſſed benefit in him that his bietied 
ſaints enjoyed.” 


182. Then did that e ſeize upon my 
ſoul,” He is of one mind, and who can turn 


him ?) Oh! I faw it was as eaſy to perſuade 


him to make a new world, a new covenant, 


or a new bible, beſides that we have already, 


as to pray for ſuch a thing. This was to per- 


ſuade him, that what he had done already was 


mere folly; and perſuade him to alter, yea to 
diſannual the whole way of ſalvation: And then 
would that ſaying rend my foul aſunder, Nei- 
© ther is there ſalvation in any other; for there 
© 1s none other name under heaven given among 
© men- ery ve mult be laved, ; Ae 
iv. 122 
183. Now the molt free, and full, $8 gra- 
cious words of the goſpel, were the greateſt 


torment to me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted me as 
the thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, the remembrance 


of a. Saviour: -becauſe I had caſt him off, 
brought forth the villainy of my fin, and my 
loſs by it, to mind; nothing did twing my con- 
ſcience like this. Every thing that I thought 
of the Lord Jeſus, of his grace, love, good- 


_ neſs, kindneſs, gentleneſs, meekneſs, death, 


blood, promiſes, and bleſſed exhortations, com- 
forts, and conſolation, it went to my ſoul like 

a ſword: for ſtill unto theſe” my conſiderations 
of the Lord Jeſus, theſe thoughts 1 make 


is the Jeſus, the loving Saviour, the Son of God 


whom you have parted with, whom you have 
flighted, deſpiſed and abuſed; this is the only 


- 


-« Aye, this 


Saviour, the only Redeemer, the only one that 


y Chief of Sinners, 79. 


could ſo love finners, as to waſh them from 
their ſins in his own moſt precious blood: but 
you have no part nor lot in this Jeſus, you have 
put him from you, you have ſaid in-your heart, 
Let him go if he will. Now therefore you are 
ſevered from him: you have ſevered yourſelf 
from him: behold then his goodneſs, but your- 
ſelf to be no partaker of it.” Oh, thought I, 

what have I Joſt! what have I parted with! i 
what has diſinherited my poor ſou]! Oh, it is 
ſad to be deſtroyed by the grace and mercy of 
God; to have the Lamb, the Saviour, turn 
lion and deftroyer, Rev. vi. I alſo trembled, as 
T have ſaid, at the fight of the ſaints of God ; 


eſpecially at thoſe that greatly loved him, and 5 


that made it their buſineſs to walk continually, 
with him in this world: for they did, both in 
their words, their cartiages, and all their ex- 
preſſions of tenderneſs, and fear to fin againſt 
their precious Saviour, condemn, lay guilt upon, 
and alſo add continual 2fMiQion and ſhame- 
unto my ſoul. -* The dread of them was put 


© upon me, and [ trembled at God's Samuels,” 
1 Sam. xvi. 4. 


184. Now alſo the tempter began afreſh to 
mock my ſou} another way, ſaying, © That 
Chriſt indeed did pity my caſe, and was ſorry : 
for my loſs ; but foraſmuch as. I had ſinned and 
tranſgreſſed, as I had done, he could by no 
means help me, nor fave me from what! feared; 
or my fin was not of the nature of theirs for 
whom he bled, and died ; neither was it counted 
'with thoſe that were laid to his charge when he 


hanged on a trèe; therefore, unleſs he ſhould- 
come down from heaven, and die anew for 


this fir, though indeed he did greatly pity me, - 
Det J could have no benefit of” him.“ Theſe 


— — — — . 
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when yet he could not help me. 


not let him extend his mercy to me. 
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things may ſeem ridiculous to others, even as 
. ridiculous as they were in themſelves 


but to 
me they were moſt tormenting cogitations ; 
every of them augmented my milery, that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould have ſo much, love as to pity me, 
Nor did 1 
think, that the reaſon why he could not help 
me, was, becauſe his merits were weak, or. his 
grace and ſalvation ſpent on others already; 3 but 
becauſe his faithfulneſs to his threatnings would 
Beſides, 
I thought, as I have already hinted, that my 
fin was not within the bounds ef that pardon 
that was wrapped up in a promiſe; and if not, 


then I knew ſutely, that it was more eaſy. for 


heaven and earth to paſs a way, than for me to 


have eternal life. So that the ground of all 
theſe fears of mine, did ariſe from a ſtedfaſt be- 
lief that I had of the ſtability of the holy word 
of God, and alſo from my being miſinformed 
of the nature of my fin, 


185, But, oh! how this would 7 to my 


affliction, to conceit that 1 ſhould be guilty of 


ſuch a fin; for which he did not die! Theſe 


thoughts did ſo confound me, and impriſon 


me, and tie me up from faith, that I knew not 


what to do: but oh, thovght I, that he would 
come down again! oh, that the work of man's 
redemption was yet to be done by Cbriſt! how 


would | pray him, and intreat him, to count 


and reckon this fin among the reſt for which he 


died! But this ſcripture would. ſtrike me down 
« Chriſt being raiſed” from the dead, 


© dieth no mòœre death hath : no more dominion 


over him,” ; "9 vi. 
1386. Thus, by the ſtrange and unuſual aſſaul:s 
oa the tempter, Was DL, ſoul like a broken 
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| asf yeſſe),” driven as with the winds," and toffed 
 tofff ſometimes headlong into deſpair, ſometimes 
is; upon the” covenant of works, and ſometimes 
ſus to wiſh,” that the new covenant, and the condi- f 
ne, tion thereof, might ſo far forth as I thought ' 
| I myſelf concerned, be turned another way and 
elpi changed. But in all theſe, I was as thoſe 
bis that juſtle againſt the rocks; more broken, 
but © ſeattered,” and rent.“ Oh, the unthought of 
uid imaginations, frights, fears, and terrors, that 
es, ¶ are effected by a thorough application of guilt, 
my] vielding to deſperation ! This is the man that 
lon I © hath his dwelling among the tombs with the 
jot, dead; that is always crying out, and cutting 
for I © himſelf with ſtones, Mark v. 1, 2, 3. But, 
to J fay, all in vain;. deſperation will not comfort 
all I him, the old covenant will not fave him: nay, 
be- heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, before one | 
|; 


ord © jot or tittle of the word and law of grace will 
ied ff fail or be removed. This I faw, this 1 felt, 

and under this I groaned. Yet this advantage 
my 1 pot thereby, namely, a farther confirmation 

of the certainty of the way of ſalvation, and 
eſe I that, the ſcriptures were the word of God. Oh! 
ſon IL cannot now expreſs what | then ſaw and felt, 
not I of the ſteadineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, the rock of 
uld men's ſalvation: what was done could not be 
n's | undone, added to, nor altered. I faw, indeed, i 
0 I that fin might drive the foul beyond Chriſt, | |! 


unt I even the ſin which is unpardonable ; but woe 
he to him that was ſo driven, for the word would 
%% ¶ͤ i 07 : 

ad, 187. Thus was I always finking, whatever I 


ion did think or do. So one day as I walked to a 
neighbouring town, and fat down upon a ſette 

ui:s in the ſtreet, and fell into a very deep pauſe, 

ken about the moſt fearful ſtate my fin had brought. - 
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me to; and after long muſing, I lifted. up: my m 
head; but methought I ſaw, as if the ſun that Ig. 
ſhineth 3 in the heavens did grudge to give light; I fi 
and as if the very ſtones in the, ſtreets; and tiles || d 
upon the houfes, did bend themie]ves, againſt Ik 
me: methought that they all combined together, 
to baniſh me oughit of the world; I was abhorred t 
of them, and to dwell among them, or be parta- In 
ker of their benefits, becauſe I had ſinned againſt I ſt 
the Saviour, O how: happy now was every g 
creature over me! for they ſtood; faſt, and kept Ir 
their Ration, but I was gone and loſt. ,, 
188. Then breaking out in the bitterneſs of 
wy ſoul, I ſaid to my ſoul, with a: grievous 
ſigh, How can God comfort fach a wretch 
as 4 am?“ I had no ſooner ſaid it, but this re- 
turned upon me, as an echo doth anſwer a 
voice, This fin is not unto death.“ At which 
I was as if I had been raiſed out * the grave, 
and cried out again, Lord, how couldſt thou 
find out ſuch a was this!“ For I was filled 
with admiration at the fitneſs, and at the un- 
expectedneſs of the ſentence. The fitneſs of the 
word ; the rightneſs of the timing of it; the 
power, and ſweetneſs, and light, and glory, 
that came with it alſo, was marvellous to me to 
find. I was now, for the time, out of doubt, 
as to that about which I was ſo much in doubt 
before. My fears before were that my ſin was 
not pardonable, and ſo that I had no right to 
pray, to repent, &c.; or that, if I did, it would 
be of no advantage or profit to me. But now, 
thought I, if this ſin is not unto death, then it 
is pardonable; therefore from this I have en- 
couragement to come to God by Chriſt for 
mercy ; to conſider the promiſe of forgivenels, 
AS that whieh ſtands with open arms to receive 
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me, as well as others. This therefore was a 
great eaſement to my mind, to wit, that my 
ſin was pardonable, that it was not the ſin unto 
death, x John v. 16, 17. None but thoſe that 


know what my trouble, by their on experience, 


was, can tell what relief came to my ſoul, by 
this conſideration: it was a releaſe to me from 
my former bonds, and a ſhelter from my former 
ſtorms: I ſeemed now to ſtand upon the fame 


ground with other ſinners, and to have as good | 


right, to the word and prayer as any of them. 


189. Now, I ſay, I was in hopes that my 


iin was not unpardonable, but that there might 
be hopes for me to obtain forgiveneſs. - But, 
oh, — Satan did now lay about him, for to 
bring me down again! But he could by no 
means do it, neither this day nor the moſt part 
of the next; for this ſentence ſtood like a mill- 
poſt at my back. Let towards the evening of 
the next day, I felt this word began to leave 
me, and to withdraw its ſupportation from me, 
and ſo I returned to my old fears again; but 
with a great deal of grudging and peeviſhneſs, 


for I feared the ſorrow of: deſpair ; nor could 


my faith now lang retain this word. 


190. But the next day at evening, being 


under many fears, I went to ſerk the Lord; 
and as 1 prayed, | cried, and my ſoul cried to 
him, in theſe words, with ſtrong cries : © Oh 
Lord, I beſeech thee ſhew me that thou haſt 
loved me with everlaſting love.” Jer. xxxi. 2; 


I had no ſooner faid it, but with ſweetneſs this 


returned upon me, as an echo, or ſounding 


again, I have loved thee. with an everlaſting 
Now I went to bed in quiet; alſo when 
1 naked. the next morning, it was freſh. on 


love.” 


my ſoul; and 1 believed * 
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But yet the tempter left me not, far it 


1 not be ſo litile as an hundred times, that 
he, that day, did labour to break /my- peace. 


Oh, the combats and conflicts that 1 did then 
meet with, as I ſtrove to hold by this word: 
that of Eſau would fly in my face like light- 


ning: I ſhould be ſometimes up and down 


twenty times in an hour. Vet God did bear 
me out, and keep my heart upon this word; 
from which I had alfo! for ſeveral days together, 


very much ſweetnefs and comfortable hopes of 


pardon; for thiis it was made unto out me, 
& loved thee whilſt thou waſt committing/ this 
ſin; I loved thee before, I love thee ſill, and! 
will love thee for ever. 15 


192. Let I ſaw; my ſin moſt eee wad 


a filthy exime, and could not but conclude, 
with great ſhame and aſtoniſhment, ' that: had 
horridly abuſed the holy Son of God: where. 
fore I felt my ſoul greatly to love and pity him, 


and my bowels to yearn toward him; for 1 ſaw 


he was ſtill my friend, and did reward me good 
for evil; yea, the love and ate ions that ien 

did burn within to my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, did work at this time ſuch a ſtrong and 
hot defire of.revengement- upon mylelf, for the 
abuſe | had done unto him, that to ſpeak as | 
then thought, had Ia thouſand gallons of blood 
within my: veins, I could freely then have ſpilt 


| fit all, at the command and feet of this a) 


11 and; Saviour. r. 10 Ef 


And -as I was A ae and in my 


Audis, eoniſidering how to love the Lord, and 
to expreſs my love to him, that fayiiig. came 
in upon me, If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark 
* 1niquity, O Lord, who ſhould ſtand; but 
* there is forgivenels with _— that thou 
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© mayſtbe feared,” Pſalm exxx. 4, -Theſe were 


goad words to me, elpecially the Free part there-.. 


ofy+49: wit, that there, is forgiveneſs. with, the. 
Lord, that he might be feared; that is, as.l then 
underſtood it, that, heſmight be Javed, and had 
in reverenee: for itt was thus made out to. me, 
„That the Se God did ſet fo high an em 
upon the lobe of bis poor creatures, 15 5 rather . 
than he would go without their love, he Fa 
pardog their tranſgreſſion. | 
194. And now was that word fulfilled on me, 
and. I was alſo refreſhed by it, Then ſhall they 
© be aſhamed and confounded, and never, open 
their mouth any more, becauſe of their. ſhame, . 
hen am pagified: towards. them for all that 
© they. have done, faith the Lord God, Exzek, 
xyi.63; Thus was. my ſoul at this time, and as 
then did think for evex, ſet at liberty from being 
alſticted wu my former guilt and amazement. 
195. Bub hefore many weeks were gone, I be. 
ganto deſpond agaio, fearing; leſt not withllanding, 
all that I had enjoyed, that 1 might be deceived 
and deſtroyed at the laſt: for this conſidexation 
came ſtrong into my mind, « That whatſoever 


comfort and peace l thought I might have from 


the word of the promiſe of life, yet unleſs there 
could-be found in y refreſhment, a concurrence. 
and agreement in the ſeriptures, let Me think 
what I will thereof, and hold it never ſo fait, I 
ſhould find no ſuch thiog at the end,; for the 
criptures-cannot be broken, John x. 1 
196. Now began my heart again to ake, and 
fear I might meet with a diſappoiutment at laſt. 
Wherefore I began with all ſeriouſneſs to examine 
my former comfort, and to conſider, whether one 
that had ſinned as I had done, might with conſi- 
dence truſt upon the faithfulneſs of God, laid 


|| down: inetheſecworgs, by which! bad been“ com- 
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forted, and on which Thad leaned myſelf ? bur Þ © 
now were brought to my mind: For it is im. 
poſſible for thoſe 'who were once enlightened; 
and havetaſtet} theiheavenly-gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy 'Ghoſt; and have taſted the 
good ford of Gd, and ce powers of the world 
to come, if they ſhalt fall away; to renew them 
again unte repentance,” 7b. i. 44 Per if. we ſin 
wilfully after we have received ths knowledge of 
the truth, there remains no more ſacriſice for fin, 
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indignation, which (hall Mn che ad. 
verſaries, Heb. x. Even as Eſau, Who for 
one morſel of meat ſold his birthright/- For you 
know how that afterwards; when he would have 
inherited tlie bleſſing, he was rejected; for'he i 
found no place of repentance, though he ſought 
it wn with tears,” Heb. xt. | 
Now was the word of thegoſpe! forced 
final my foul; ſo that no promiſe or encourage- | _ 
ment was to be found in the Bible for me: and 
now would that ſaying work upon my ſpirit to ſ 
afflict me, “ Rejoice not, O Iſrael, for joy, as | 
| 
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other people, Hof. ix. 1. Forl faw, indeed, 
there was cauſe of rejoicing for thoſe that held to 
Jeſus : but as fot me I had cut myfelf off by my 
tranſgreſſions, and left myſelf neither foot- hold, 
nor hand- hold, among all the ee and props in 
the precious word of life. 

198. And truly 1 did now feel myſelf to fink 
into a gulf, as an houſe whoſe foundation is de- 
ſtroyed. T did liken myſelf in this condition-unto 
the caſe of a child that was fallen into a mill-pit, 
who tho it could make ſome ſhift to ſcrabble a 
ſprawl in the water, yet becauſe it could” find 
neither hold for hand nor foot, therefore at laſt 
it muſt die in that condition. 80 ſoon'as this 
keln aſſault” had faſtened e on my { foal, that r- 
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ture came into my heart, © This for many days,” 
Dan, x. 14, And indeed J found it was fo, for 
I could not be delivered, nor brought to peace 

again, until well nigh two years atid a Half were 
eompletely finiſhed. Wnerefore theſe words, 
though in themlelves they tended to-diſcourage- 


ment, yet to me, who feared this condition 
would be eternal, they were ſometimes as an 


help and refreſhment to me. | 
199. For thought I,. bay days“ are not 81 


ever ; many days“ -willhave an end; therefore 
ſeeing 1 was to be afflicted, not a few, but many 
days, yet I was'glad it was but for many days. 
Thus, I fay, E could recall "myſelf fometimes, 
and give myſelf an help; for as ſoon as ever the 
words came into my mind at firſt, ''ktew my 
trouble would be long: yet this would de but 
ſometimes ; for I could not always ee on this, 
nor ever de helped by it though I did. 

' 200: Now, While theſe ſcriptures 1 before 


- me; and laid fin anew at my door, that ſaying in 
u- xv 


„ 


iii, x, with others, did encourage me to 
prayer. Then the tempter again laid at me very 


fore, ſuggeſting, © That neither the mercy: of 
God, nor yet the blood of Chriſt, did at all con- 
cern me, nor could they help me for my fin ; 


therefore it was but in vain to pray.“ Yet, 
thought I, „I will pray.“ „But,“ ſaid the 


tempter, © your fin is unpardonable. 32.66 Well,“ 
ſaid 1, I will pray.” „It is to no boot,” ſaid 


he. « Ye,” ſaid I, „I will pray.” So I went to 
prayer to God; 1 and while I was at prayer, I ut- 


tered wofds to this effect: Lord, Satan tells 


me, that neither thy mercy, nor Chriſt's blood, 1s 


- ſufficient to ſave my fou] : Lord, ſhall I honour | 
thee moſt by believing thou wilt and canſt ? or 


ow by delie ring thou nene vt nor canſt ? 
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Lord, I would fain honour thee, by believing r 
IS inen wilt and canſt.. 

01. And as I was ; thus before the Lord, t that on 
| ar fallened on my heart, O man, great] ſe 
is thy faith,” Mattb. xv. 27. even as if one had a: 
' .clapped me on the back, as I Was on my knees n 

before God. Yet I was not able to believe this, . 
- that this was a prayer of faith, till almoſt fx} 44 
months after: for I could not think that I beo it 
faith, or that there ſhould he a word for me toff or 
Ws aq faith on: therefore 1 ſhould ill. be as ſtiek- d. 
x ing in the jaws of deſperation, and weat MONrn- W 
ing up and down in a ſad condition. al 
203. There was nothing now that I longed p 
* far more than to be put out of doubt as to this] ar 
thing in queſtion 3 and As I Was vehemently de- v 
ſitous to know if there was. indeed hope for me, te; 
theſe words came rolling into my mind: © Will A 
the Lord (caſt off for ever? and will he be ta- m 
vourable no more! is his. mercy clean gone for] is 
ever? doth his promiſe fail for evermore? Hathſ ni. 

_ God forgotten to be gragious ? bath he in anger ib. 
ſſmut up his tender mereies ? Pſalm Ixxvii. 7, 8, wi 
9. And all that while they run in my mind, in 

metheught I had ſtill this as the anſwer ; It isf fo, 

a Queſtion whether he hath ot no; it may be he as 

| bath not.” ea, the interrogatory ſeemed tof no 

me to carry in it a fure affirmation, that indeed © 
he had not, nor would, fo caſt off, but would wi; 

be favourable; that his (promiſe doth not fail; or 
und that he hath not forgotten to be gracious, an- 
nor would in anger ſhut up his tender mercy. ] for 

- Something alſo there was upon my heart at theſ bet 
'- fame time, which I now cannot call to mind, gu 

which, with this text, did ſweeten my tart] on] 
and make me conelude, that his mercy. might exx 
not be quite gone, nor gone for ever.. fera 
203. At another time l remember I Was again tel 
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much under this queſtion, © Whether the blood 
of Chriſt was ſufficient to ſave my ſoul?” In 


which doubt I continued from morning til} about 
ſeven or eight at night; and at laſt, when I was, 
as it were quite wort) out with fear, leſt it ſhould 
not lay hold en me; theſe words did ſound fyd- 
denly within my heart, He is able.“ But me- 
thought this word Able was ſpoke loud unto me; 
it ſne wed a great word; it ſeemed to be writ in 
great letters, and gave ſuch a juſtle to my fear and 
doubt, (I mean for the time it tarried with me, 
which was about a day), as I never had from that 
all my life, either before or after, Heb. vii. 25. 


204. But one morning as J was again at prayer, | 
and trembling under the fear of this, That no 
word of God could help me,“ that pieee of a ſen- 


tence darted in upon me, My grace is ſufficient.” 


At this methovght 1 felt ſome ſlay, às if there 
might be hopes. But oh!] how good a thing it 


is for God to ſend his word! For abeut a fort- 
night before I was looking on this very place, and 
then I thought it could not come near my ſoul. 
with comfort; therefore | threw-down my book 
ina pet. Then I rhought it was not large enough 
for me; no, not large enough ;- but now it was 


as if it had arms of grace ſo wide, that it could 


not only ineloſe me, but many more beſides. 
205. By theſe words I was ſuſtained; yet not 


without exceeding eonff. &ts, for the ſpace of ſeven. 
or eight weeks; for my peace would be in it, 
and out, ſometimes twenty times in a day; com- 


fort now, and trouble preſently; peace now, and 


before I could go a furlong, 2s full of fear and 
guilt as ever heart could hold: and this was not 


only now and then; but my whole ſeven weeks 


experience: for this. about the ſufficiency of 


grace, and that of Eſau's'parting with his birth- 


tight, Would be Uke a1 paif öf- Toles Ni duny. 
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mind]; ; ſometimes one end would be uppermbſt, 


and en dae again the other; according to 
which would be my peace or troubles. 
206. Therefore I did ſlill pray to God that he 


x would come in with this ſcripture, more fully on 


my heart, to wit, that he would help me to ap- 
ply the whole ſentence; for as yet 1 could not: 

that he gave, that J gathered: but farther 1 
could not go; for as yet it only helped me to 
hope there might be mercy for me, My grace 
is ſufficient :* and tho' it came no farther, it an- 
ſwered my former queſtion, to wit, that there 
was hope; yet becauſe for thee was left out, I was 


not contented, but prayed to God for that alſo. 


Wherefore, one day, when I was in a meeting of 
God's people, fall of ſadneſs and terror, for my 
fears again were ſtrong upon me, and as I was 
now thinking my ſoul was never the better, but 
my caſe moſt ſad and fearful, theſe words did 
with great power ſuddenly break in upon me: 

© My. grace is ſufficient for thee! My grace is 
ſufficient. for thee! My grace is ſufficient for 
thee,” three times together; and, oh! methought 


that every word was a mighty word unto me, as 


My, and Grace, and Sufficient and For thee; 
they were then, and ſometimes are ſtil], far bigger 


than others be. 


207. At which time my underſtanding was ſo 
enlightened, that I was as though I had ſeen the 
Lord Jeſus look down from heaven thro' the tiles 


upon me, and direct theſe words unto me. This 


ſent me mourning home; it broke my heart, and 


filled me full of joy, and laid me low as the duſt: 


only it ſtaid not Jong with me, I mean in this 


glory and refrething comfort; yet it continued 


with me for ſeveral weeks, and did encourage me 
to hope. But as ſoon, as that powerful opera 


| tion. of it was taken from my heart, that othe 
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words are truth; one of as much 
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about Eau returned upon me as before ; ſo my 
ſoul did hang as in a pair of ſcales again, ſome- 
times up and ſometimes down, now in peace, 
and anon again in terror. 

208. Thus I went on for many weeks, ſome- 
times comforted, and ſometimes tormented; and 
eſpecially at ſometimes my torment would be 
very ſore; for all thoſe ſcriptures forenamed in 


the Hebrews would be ſet before me, as the only _ 


ſentences that would keep me out of heaven. 
Then again | ſhould begin to repent that ever that 
thought went through me; I ſhould alſo think 
thus with myſelf : Why, how many ſcriptures 
are there againſt me? There are but three or 
four, and cannot God miſs them, and fave me 
for all them? Sometimes again I ſhould think, 
« Oh, if it. were not for theſe three or four 
words, now how might I be comforted ?” And 
I could hardly forbear at ſome times but to wiſh. 


them out of the book. 


209. Then methought I ſhould ſce2s if both 
Peter, and Paul, and John, and all the wrizers, 
did look with ſcorn upon me, and hold me in 
deriſion; and as if they ſaid unto me, All our 
force as the 


other. It is not we that have eut you off; but 


vou have caſt away yourſelf, There is none of 


our ſentences that you muſt take hold upon but 
theſe, and ſuch as theſe, it is impoſſible” There 
remains no more facrifice for fin ;* ;* Heb. vi. and, 

© It had been better for them not to have known | 
the will of God, than after they had known it, 


to turn from the holy commandment delivered 


unto them: Heb. x. For the ſcriptures can- 
not be broken; F 2 Pets . 

210. Theſe are the elders of the city of refuge. 
I (aw, were to be judges both of my caſe and me, 
while I ſtood with the avenger of blood at my 
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Heels, trembling at their gate for deliverance, al{oſſ-15 
with a thouſand fears and miftruſts, I doubtedſ-N 
that he would (hut me out for ever, 22 xx. 3,4. 
217, Thus I was confounded, not knowing 
what to do, nor how to be ſatisfied in this queſ- 
| tre, Whether the ſcriptures could agree in ha 
the ſalvation of my foul?” 1 quaked at the . 
g Apoſtles; I knew their words wete true, 100 C 
that they muſt ſtand for ever. wo 
212. And I remember one day, as I was in 
diverſe frames of ſpirit, and conſidering that theſe 
frames were accorcing to the nature of ſeveral 
ſcriptures that came in vpon my mind; if this 
of grace, then was I quiet; but if-that of Eſav, 
then tormented, “ Lord, thought J, if both 82 
theſe ſcriptures would meet in my heart at once, Ne 
3 wonder which of them would get the beutel] 50 
of me.“ So methought I had a long mind that] 7<: 
they might come both together upon me: ea, 
I defired of God they might... 30 
22113. Well, about two or three days has. lin 
they did indeed: they bolted both upon me at aff £2 
time, and did work aid ſtruggle ſtrangely in me 10 
for a while: at laſt that in Elau's birthright be- 
gan to wax weak, and withdraw and vaniſnh; andy 23 
this about the ſufficiency of grace prevailed, with It 
peace and joy. And as T'was in 'a muſe abouty *® 
this, that ſcripture came home upon me, 17 wn Pri 
rejoiceth over judgment,” James ii. 13. 8 
2214. This was a wonderment to me; yet truiy ble 
I am apt to think it was of God; for the: word of 
of the law and wrath muſt giveplace, to the wordſ <9 
of life and grace; becauſe though the word off £91 
condemnation be glorious, yet de word'of litef th; 
and ſalvation doth far exceed in zloty, 2 Cor. 8. 
iii. 8-12. Mart ix. 5, 6, 8. Je vi. 37. alto} e 
that Moſes and Elias muſt both vaniſh, and leave . 
Eb ad bir [EIB Hotel. u. Doc 1 alia 
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10 0 This Criotuce did alſo moſt ſweetly viſit 
ed my. soul lu Ang him that cometh to me, I will 
. ano wiſe, caſt. out. Oh, the comfort that I 
bp bad from this word, £in no pile! as ho ſhould 

el. Jay, by; no, means, for nothing whatever be 
i; bath done.“ But Satan ,would,greatly labour to 
del pull this promile-from me; telling of me, Thar 
na Chrift did. not mean mg, We ſuch as 2 oh fin- 


ter you, come aright ?” And 1 have 1 1 7 the 
hatl reaſon was, bec: ie thought I knew full well 
ca what coming aright was; for I law, that o come 
aright, was to n 25 J was, a vile and ungodly 
ſinnen, and. ſo ea Agel, at the feet of mercy, 
condemning myſelf f e If ever Satan and 
L. did firive for any word of God in all my life, 
it was 1 word of Chriſt; heatoneend, ; 
and I at the other. Oh, what work we made 
un 1t, was for this. in (ach 1 fay, that we did fo tug 
Nur and ſtrive z he pulſed, and I pulled: but God be 
rcy praiſed, I. overcame him, I got ſweetneſs from It. 
216. But, notwithſtanding all theſe Kin and 
uly pleſſed words of grace, yet that of Efav's ſelling 
ra of his birthright would fill at times diſtreſs my 
ordl conſcience; for though | had been moſt ſweetly 
oll comforted,. and that but juſt before; yet when 
life} that came into my mind, it would 18 me fear 
Ir $again I could not be quite rid thereof; it wopld 
Aſol every day be with me; wherefore now I went 
rel another way to work, even to conſider the nature 
of this ts ahapght, I mean, if! ſhould 
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take the words at the largeſt, and give them theieſknu 
_ own natural force and ſcope ; even every wordjhe t 
therein: ſo when I had thus cenfidered 1 found ha 
that if they were fairly'takeny they would amount 


to this, « That I had freely left the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt to his choice, Whether be would be my 
Saviour or no;“ for the wicked words were theſe, him 
Det him go if he well.“ Then chat ſeriptureſenc 
gave me hope, I'will never dave thee nor for- Iuis 
„fake thee,” Heb. xi. 5. O Lofd, faid I, but [hor 
have left thee.“ Then'it anſwered again, © But Ihre 
will not leave thee.” For this L thanked God alſo. ore 
2217. Yet I was. grievobfly afraid“ he ſhould ſhe | 
and found it exceedibg hard to truſt him, ſeeingſelix 
I had ſo offended him. F conld have been ex- pn 
ceeding glad that this thought had never befal. 
len; for then I thought I could, with more eaſe 
and freedomabundance, have leaned on his grace. 
1 ſee it Was with me as it was with Joſeph 
brethren: the guilt of their own wickedneſs dic 
often fill them with: fears, that their brotheſpat 
would at laſt deſpiſe them, Gen. I. 15, 16, &c; ter 
218. Yet above all the ſcriptures that I'yeÞm! 
did meet with, that in Joſhua xx. was the greate 
comfort to me, which ſpeaks of the ſlayer tha 
Was to flee for refuge: And if the avenger off 
blood purſue the flayer, then, faith Moſes, the 
© that are the elders of the eity of refuge fhall 
not deliver bim into his hand, becauſe he ſmot 
his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him no 
 *aforetimes.” O, bleſſed be God for this Word 
I was convinced that 1 was the ſlayer; and theft 
the avenger of blood purſued me, I felt with pre: 
terror; only now it remained that I enquir 
whether I have right to enter the city of refuge 
So! found that he muſt not who lay in wait tYme 
. © ſhed blcod :* It was not the Wilful murderer oc 
- but he who Unwittingly did it; he who did: it 
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Wann not out of ſpite, ot grudgep or malice; | 
0 e that ſhed it unwittingly : even he whedidade:! 
16h hate his neighbbur before. Wherefore, ©: 
ni 219. Tthought verily L was the man that . 
us kater, becauſe I had ſmitten my neighhour * un- 
nyſpittingly, and hated him not aforetime.“ T hated . 
ſe him not aforetimes ; no; I prayed unto him, was 
reſender of ſinning againſt him, yea and- e 
or- Ibis wicked remptation I had ſtrove for twelve 
t [ſRonths before; yea, and alſo when it did paſs 
t IAhroꝰ my heart, it did in ſpite of my teeth: where- 
ſo. fore I thought I had right tal enter this city; and 
lde elders, Which are the apoftles, were not to 
insFeliver me up. This therefore was great comfort 
ex· p me, and did give me much ground of hope. 
fal. 220. Yet being very critical, for my ſmart had 
aſe hade me that I knew not what ground was ſure 
act hough to bear me, I had one queſtion that my 
nul did much deſire to be reſolved about; l 
didþat was, Whether it be poſſible for any ſoul 
theſhat hath indeed finned the unpatdonable fin; yer 
ce. Iter that to receive thoꝰ but the leaſt true ſpiritual | 
yeſpmfort from God thro Chriſt?” The which, 
ateſſfter I had much conſidered, 1 found the anſwer - 
thaſjas,*.No,. they cduld not, 0 and that For theſe; 
er offatons 3-775. 1h 050 m7 
the 22 1. Firſt, Berus a det ee hut : 
ſhalfn, they are debarred a ſhare in the blood of 
motChrift; and, being ſhut out of that, they muſt 
n noſeds be void: of the leaſt grounds of hope, and 
ora $ of ſpiritual.comfort; © For to ſuch there re- 
th:fjains no more ſacrifice for ſin, Heb: x. 26,27. 
gre? condly, Becauſe they are denied a (hare in the 
quinſomiſe of life : they ſhall never be forgiven, 
foge ther in this world, nor in that which is to 
ait me, Matth. xii. 31. Thirdly, The Son of 
lererfſod excludes the ni alſo from a ſhare in his bleſ- 
did: H interceſſion, being for ever aſhamed to o.] n 
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them both-hefore:his-lioly:Farher, nod the bleſ- 
ſetl angels in heaven. Mark viii: 
222. When I had with uch Geh rin con- 
ſidered of this matter, and eould not but conclude 
that the Lard had comforted me, and that too 
after this thywicked:fin: then, methouaht I durſt f 


ventute to come high untothoſe moſt fearful and i 


terrible ſctiptures, with which all this while had 2 
been ſo greatly affrightedꝭ and on which, indeed, a 
before I durſt ſcarce caſt mine eye, (yes, bad, 
much ado an hundred times to-forbear waſtling t! 
them out of the Bible): for I thought — 1 
would deſtroy me; but now, Lſay, I began to] 4 
take ſome meaſures:of encouragement, to come 7 
cloſe to them, to read them and confider __ 0 


aud to weigh their ſedpe and tenden. |f *! 


223. The which when! began to do, I n ca 
my viſage changed: for they Topked not fo grimiy to 
as before I thought they did: And, Firſt, I came fic 
to:the Gth of the — yet trembling, for 0 

fenr/it oli ſtrlke me; which, when I had con- : 
ſidered, ound; that the falling there intended, } 
wat a falling quite away; that is, as l conceived, | H- 
a falling from, and am abſolute denying of theſſſ thi 
goſpel, of remiſſion of, ſius by Jeſus Chriſt; for lik 
from them the apoſtle begins his argument, ver. Iſt 


ke Secondly, I found that this falling away the 


muſt be openly, even in the view of the world, et 
even ſo as ta put Chriſt to an open chatme. tha 
Thirdly, I fouind that thoſe he there intended Wa 
were for ever ſhut up of God, both in blindneſs bre 
harneſs, andimpenitency:: It is impoſſible they hie 
ſhould be rene wed again unto repentance,” Byallſ it » 
theſe particulars I found; to God's everlaſting 
Praiſe, my ſin was not the ſin in this place intended. 

Firſt, Teonfeſfed I was fallen, but not fallen 
away; that is, from the W . faith: in 
8 eternal fe... i noe: 1 


f 
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- | Secondly, I confelled; that 1 had put Jeſus 


| Chriſt, to ſhame by my fin, but not to open 
* ſhame; I did not —— bim before men, nor 
ic | condemn him as a fruitleſs one before the world. 
o Thirdly, Nor did L ind that God. bad ſhut 
me up, or denied me to come; though I found. 
id it hard work indeed to come, to him by ſorrow 
ad and: repentanee. Bleſſed de God for unſearch- 
d, able grace. y N 
aa 224. Eben 1 conſidered. that in the 100 92 % 
ng the Hebrews; and found that the wilful ſin there 
e5 mentioned, i is not every wilful ſin, but that Mbich 
70 doth- throw off Chriſt and then his command - 
nel ments too Secondly, That muſt be done alſo 
openlys before two or three witneſſes, to anſwer * 
that of the law, verſe 28. Thirdly, This ſin 
cannot be committed but with great deſpite dane. 
to the Spirit of Grace, deſpifing both the diſſua- 
ſions from that ſin, and the perſuaſions to the 
contrary. But the Lord knows, tho' this my fig: 
was deviliſh, yet it did not amount to theſfe. 
225, And as touching that in the 52th of the 
Hebrews, about Eſau ſelling of his birthright ; 
Pug this was that which killed me, and ſtood. 
like a ſpear, againſt me; yet now I did conſider, 
iſt, - IJ bat this was not @ haſty thought againſt 
the continual labour of his mind, but a thought 
J conſented to, and put in practice likewiſe, and 


was a publie and open action, even before his, 
brother, if not before many more: I his made 
bis / ſin of a more heinous nature than otherwiſe. 
it would have berg, 3dly, He continued to flight 
his birthright: He did eat and drink, and went 
his ways thus Eſau deſpiſed his birthright,* Vea, 
alt wenty years after he was found to deſpiſe it ſtill: 
And Eſau ſaid, IL have enough, my brother, 
eep that thou haſt R Gen. xxxiii. 9. 


that after ſome deliberation, Gen. xxv. 2dly, It. Ke. 


%. 
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226. Now, as touching this, that * Eſau 
ſought a place of repentance, thus thought, 
1ſt, This was not for the birthright; but the 


bleſſing. This is clear from the apoſtle ; and is 


diſtinguiſhed by Efau himſelf :' He bath taken 
away my birthright,” (that is formerly) and 


| now he hath will away my bleſſing alſo,” Gen. 
| xxvii. 30. 2dly, Now, this being thus con- 
ſidered, | came Sane to the apoſtle, to ſee what 


miglit be the mind of God in a New Teſtament 
ſty le and ſenſe, concerning Efau's ſin; and, ſo 


| 14 as L could conceive, this was the wid of God, ” 
that the birthright ſignified Regeneration, and 


the blefling the eternal inheritance: for ſo the 
apoſtle ſeems io hint, Leſt there be any profane 
on as Eſau, who for a morſel of meat ſold 
His birthright': as if he ſnould fay, that ſhall caſt 
off all th 1 0 ble 
preſerit are upon him, in order to a new bierh leſt 
Ho 'become as Eau, even be rejected ufter- 
wards, when they ſhould inherit the bleſſing: - 
227. For many there are, who, in the day of 


grace and mercy, deſpiſe thoſe things which are 


indeed the birthright to heaven, who yet, when 
the declining day appear, will cry as Eſau, Lord, 


Lord, open to us: but then, as Iſaac could not 


_ repent, no more will God the Father, but will 
ſay, * I have bleſſed thee, yea, and they ſhall be 
* blefſed ; but as for you, Depart, you are workers 
of iniqui ty, Gen. xxvii. 32. Lick? xiii, 25, 26,27. 
228. When I had thus conſidered theſe ſcrip- 
tures, and found, that thus to underſtand them 
was not againſt, but accordi ing to other ſcriptures, 
this ſtill added further to my encouragement ane 
comfort, and alſo gave a great blow to that ob- 
jection, to wit, «© That the ſeripture could not 
agree in the ſalvation of my foul.” Ard now re- 


mained only the hinder part of the —_— ;z for 


fled beginnings of God, that at 
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the thunder was gone beyoned me, only ſome 
drops did ſtill remain r52t h and then would 


fall upon me; but becauſe- my former ciahts 
and anguiſh were very ſore and deep, therefore 


it oft befel me ſtill, as it brfalleth thoſe that 


have been ſeared with fire, I thought every voice 
"was Fire! Fire! every little touch would hurt 
| my'tehder;conſcience./ 100 only Wet, 

- 229. But one day as I was paſſing into the 


field, and that too with ſome daſhes on my 


conſcience, fearing leſt yet all was not right, 
ſuddenly this ſentence fell upon my foul, 
Thy righteouſneſs is in heaven ;“ and me- 
thoaght withal, I ſaw with the eyes of my ſoul, 


Jeſus Chriſt at God's right hand; there, I ſay, 
as my righteouſneſs ; ſo that wherever I was, 


or whatever I was doing, God could not ſay 
of me, He wants my righteouſneſs; for 
that was juſt before him. I alſo ſaw, more- 


over, that it was not my good frame of heart 
that made my righteouſneſs better, nor yet ay 


bad frame that made my righteouſneſs worſe; 
for my righteouſneſs was Jeſus Chrift himſelf, 
The fame yeiterday, to-day, and for ever, 
, eff ny hong vor 97 
230. Now did my chains fall off my legs in- 
deed: I was looſed from my afflictions and 
irons, my temptations alſo fled away: ſo that 
from that time, thoſe dreadful ſcriptures of God 
left off to trouble me. Now went I alſo home 
rgoicing, for the grace and love of God. So 
when I came home, I looked to fee if I could find 
that ſentence, Thy righteouſneſs is in heaven, 
dut could nor find ſuch a ſaying ; wherefore my 
heart began to fink again, only that was brought 
to my remembrance, 1 Cor. i. 33. He is 
made unto us of wa wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 


g 


a * 
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anttification, and redemption :; byhis word d. 
aw: the ather-ſentence true * 
221. er oy this ſeoipwrecLiſanabat the man : 
brit Jeſus, as he is diſtin&-from. us/as touching G. 
his bodily (preſence, ſo he is our righteouſneſs If th: 
and anGification before God: Here therefore | wt 
- livedz for ſome time, very ſweetly at pou with dei 
God through Chriſt. Oh methought, Chriſt! hir 
Cheſt! there was nothing bat Chriſt that was got 
before my eyes; I was not now only for looking ||| by 
upon this and the other benefit of Chriſt apart, reſi 
as of his blood, burial, or reſurrection, but con- the 
ſidering him as a whole Chriſt I as he in whom he, 
all theſe, and all other his virtues, relations, of- vil 
ices and operations. met together, and aaa he his 
bat on the right hand of God in heaven. ] by 
232. Þwas glorious to me to ſee his ll righ 
tion; and the worth and prevalence of al his || cor 
benefits, and that becauſe now I could look from ¶ raiſe 
myſelf to him, and ſhould reckon, that all. thoſe I in h 
graces of {50d that now were green on me, were 2 
yet but like thoſe cracked groats and fourpenee - ſerip 
* halfpennies that rich men carry in their purſes, in tl 
when their gold, is in their trunks at home. Oh, that 
I faw my gold was in my trunk at home! in God 
Chriſt my Lord and Saviour Now Chriſt was men 
all; all my wiſdom, allimy ue _y acts 
-ſahQification, and all my redemption. Nneſs, 
2233. Further, the Lord did alſo lead ws into 27 
ide myſtery of union with the Son of Gd, that 
I was joined to him, that I was fleſh of his fleſn, went 
' and bone of his bone; and now was that a ſweet 
word to me, in Eph. v. 30. By this alſo was my 
faith in him, as my righteouſneſs, the more con- 
fitmed in me; for if be and I were one, then his 
[| -righteouſneſs was mine, his merits mine, his vie- 
tory alſo mine. Now could I ſee myſelf in hea- 
ven and earth at once; in heaven by my Chriſt, 
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by my head, by my righteouſneſs and lite though 


on earth by body or perſon. 


e eee ee eee 


God, and ſhould alfo be looked upon by us, as 


mat common or public perſon in whom all the 


whole body of his elect are always to be conſi- 


dered and reckoned; that we fulfilled the law by 


him, died by him, roſe from the dead by him, 
got the victory over ſin, death, the devil, and hell, 

by him; when he died, we died. And ſo of bis 
reſurrection: 4 Thy dead men ſhall live toge · 
ther, with my dead body ſhall they ariſe,” faith, 
he, la. xxvi. And again, „After two days he 
will revive us, and the third day we ſhall live in 


his fizht;?* H/. vi. 2. Which is now fulfilled 


by the fitting down of -the Son of Man on the 
right hand of the Majeſty in the heavens, ac- 
cording to that to the Epheſians, “He hath 


raifed us up together, and made us fit ee 


in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus,” Eph. ii. 6 
235. Ah! theſe bleſſed conſiderations and 
ſcriptures, with many other of like nature, were: 


in thoſe days made to ſpangle in mine eye; ſo 


that J have cauſe to ſay, © Praiſe ye the Lord 
God in his ſanctuary ;- praiſe him in the firma-: 
ment of his power; 'praiſe him for his mighty. 


acts; praiſe him according to his excellent gl eat- | 


neſs,* Halm ev. 1, 2. 

236. Having thus in a few words given youa 
taſte of the ſorrow and ꝝffliction that my ſoul 
went under, by the guilt and terror chat thus my. 


given you alſo a touch of my deliverance there- 


bout a twelvemonth with my heart, to my un- 
peak able admiration; 1 wil now (God Wn” 


„ — 77 n 3 
n 1 1 N Fs r ? | 
* * 
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wicked thouzht did lay me under; and: having» 


from, and of the ſweet and bleſſed comfort that 
met with afterwards, which comfort dwelt a- 
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before I proceed any further, give you i in a word 


or two, what, as I conceive, was the cauſe of 
this temptation; and. alſo after that, . and 
vantage, at the laſt, it became unto my ſoul. 

237. For the cauſes I conceived they were 
principally two: of which two I was deeply 


convinced all the time this trouble lay upon me. 


The firſt was, for that I did not, when I was 
delivered from the temptations; that went before, 
ſtill pray to God to keep me from temptations 
that were to come; for though, as I can ſay in 
truth, my ſoul was much in prayer before this 


trial ſeized me; yet then I prayed only, or at 
the moſt, principally for the removal of preſent 


troubles, and for freſh diſcoveries of his love in 


Chriſt: which I ſaw afterwards was not enough 


to do; I alſo ſhould have prayed, that the great 
God would keep me from the evil that was to 
come. 


238. Of tms 1 was made deeply ſenfible by the 


prayer of holy David, who, when he was under 


preſent merey, yet prayed, that God would hold 
him back from fin and temptation to come 


„For then,” faith he, “ ſhall I be upright, 
and I ſhall be innocent from the great tranſgreſ- 
ſion.“ Pfalm xix. 13. By this very word was 
I galled and condemned qunee. through this ls 
temptation, | 

239. This alſo was a word that did mucheon- 


| demn me for my. folly in the neglect of this duty, 
Heb. iv. 16. 


Let us therefore eome boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that We may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.“ 


This I had not done; therefore was not ſuffered 
to ſin and fall, according to what is written, 
„Pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” 
And truly this very thing is to this day of fuch 
|" weight and awe upon me, that I dare not when 


"Gf \ 
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I come before the Lord, go off my knees until 1 
intreat him for help and mercy againſt the temp- 
rations that are to come; anc | do befeech thee, 
reader, that thou learn to beware of my negli- 
cence, by the afflictions that for this thing I did 
for days and months, and years, with. ee 
undergo. 

240. Another cauſe of this temptation was, 
that I had tempted God; and in this manner 


cid Ido it; Upon a time my wife was great with 


child, and before her full time was come, her 


pangs, as of a woman in travail, were fierce and 


ſtrong upon her, even as if ſhe would have imme- 
diately fallen in labour, and been delivered of an 


untimely birth. Now at this very time it was, 


that I had been ſo ſtrongly. tempted to queſtion. 
the being of God; wherefore, as my wife lay 
erying by me, I ſaid, but with all ſecrecy imagi- 
nable, even thinki 
now thou wilt remove this ſad affliction from my 
wife, and cauſe that ſhe be troubled no more 
there with rhis night, (and now were her pangs juſt 
upon her), then 1 ſhall know that thou canſt 
diſcern the moſt ſeeret thoughts of the heart,” 
241. I had no ſooner ſaid it in my heart, but 
her pangs were taken from her, and ſhe was caſt 
into a deep fleep, and ſo continued till morning. 
At this | greatly marvelled, not knowing what to 


think: but after L had been awake a good while, 


and heard her cry no more, I fell to ſleep alſo: 
ſo when Lawaked in the morning, it came upon 
me again, even what] had faid in my heart the 
laſt night, and how the Lord had ſhewed me, that 


| he knew my ſecret thoughts; which was a great 


aſtoniſhment unto me for ſeveral weeks after. 
242. Well, about a year and a half afterwards, 


that wicked-finful thought, of which I have ſpo- 


ken 8 went e wieked heart, even 
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ng in my heart, Lord, if 
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but as a loſt and rejected Chriſt, the remem- 
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this thought, „ Let Chriſt go if he will;“ fo 
when | was fallen under guilt. for this, the fe- 
membrance of my cther thought, and of the ef- 
fect thereof, would alſo come upon me with this 


retort, which alſo carried rebuke along with it, 
« Now you may ſee that God doth know: the 


moſt ſecret thoughts of the heart.” 
243. And with this, that of the paſſages that 


were betwixt the Lord and his ſervant Gideon 


fell upon my ſpirit ; how becauſe that Gideon 


| tempted God with his fleece, both wet and dry, 
when he ſhould have believed and ventured upon 


his word: therefore the {.ord did afterwards ſo 


try him, as to ſend him againſt an innumerable 
company of enemies; and that too, as to out- 


ward appearance, without any firength, or help, 


Fudg. vi. 7. Thus he ſerved me, and that juſtly ; 


tor 1 ſhould have believed his word, and not to 
Have put an If upon the all- ſeeing God. | 
244. And now, to ſhew you ſome of the ad- 


vantages that I alſo have gained by this tempta- 


tion: And, firſt, by this I was made continually 


to poſſeſs in my foul a very wonderful ſenſe, both 


of the bleſing and glory of God, and of his be- 
loved Son. In the temptation that went before, 
my ſoul was perplexed with unbelief, blaſphemy, 
hardneſs of heart, queſtions about the being of 


God, Chriſt, the truth of the word, and cer- 
tainty of the world to come; ; I fay, then I was 


greatly aſſaulted, and tormented with Atheiſm ; 


but now the cafe was otherwiſe; now was God 


and Chriſt continually before my face, though 


not in a way of comfort, but in a way of exceed- 


ing dread and terror. The glory of the holineſs 
of God did at this time break me to pieces; and 


the bowels and compaſſion of Chriſt did break oe 
as on the wheel; for I could not conſider him 
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drance af which was as the nenne | 


of my bones. 
245. The ſtcriptures alſo were jolly eo Þ 


things unto me: I ſaw that the truth and verity 


of them were the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
thoſe that the ſeriptures favour, they muſt inherit 
bliſs ; but thoſe that they oppoſe and/candemn, 


muſt. periſh for evermore. - Oh1:;this word, . 


For the ſcriptures cannot be broken, would 


rend the caul of my heart; and ſo:would: that 
other, Whoſe fins ye temit, they areremitted; 
but whoſe fins ye retain; they are retained. 
Now I ſaw the apoſtles 40 be the elders of the 
city of refuge, Jab. xx. g. thoſe that they e re 
io receive in, were ee. to life; beit thoſe 


that they ſhut pur, n by ſlain oy the aven- 
een of blood. 85 5 £4 
2406, Oh! one Coney af the da did 


ſentenees that ſtood / againſt me, as:fometimes I 
thought they every ane did, more, I fay, than 


d 8 themſelves. 


defore; for I lying now trembling under the 
iehty band of God, continually torn and rent 
dy the chundering of his juſtice, this made me, 
ith careful heart, and watchful eye, with great 
earſulneſs, to turn over every leaf, and with 
uch diligence, mixed with trembling, to con- 


s Force and latitude. 

d 248. By this temptation alfo Las greatly hob 
e en off my former fooliſh practice, of putting by 
n Nhe word of promiſe w hen it came into my mind; 


or 8 though I could not ſuck that comfort 


more afflict and terrify my mind, L mean thoſe 


an army of 40,009 men that might come againſt 
Mo de to 2:4, Peer dhe ſenpcures 


247. By this temptation 1 was made: to foe 
more into the nature of the promiſes than everlwas 


der every ſemence, together. with: its aatural 
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| and ſwettneſs from the promiſe as I had done +: 


|  _ Other times; yet, like to a man ſinking, I ſhou} 


cutch at all I ſaw. Formerly I thought L might 
not medule with the promiſe, unleſs I felt its 
eomfort; but now it was no time thus to do; 
3 the avenger of blood too hardly did purſue me. 
2249. Now therefore was I glad to catch at that 
word, Which yet I feared I had no ground or 
right to; and even to leap into the boſom of that 
promiſe that yet I feared did ſhut its heart again 
me. Na alſo I ſhould labour to take the word 
as God hath laid it down, without reftraining 
_ <theinatwiab force of one ſyllable thereof: O. 
what did I now ſee in that bleſſed th of John, 
And «.im that comes to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 
aut, John vi. 37. Now I. began to confider 
with myſelf, that God hath a bigger mouth to 
ſpeak with, than J had a -heart-to-coneeive-with : 
I thougtralfo with myſelf, that he ſpake not his 
words in hafte, or in an unadviſed heat; butſh: 
with infinite wiſdom and judgment, r 8 
n and faithfulneſs, 2 San iii. 28. 
250. I ſhould id thoſe days, often in my 
1 agonies, even flounee towards the pro- 
: Miſe; as the horſes do towards ſound ground that 
yet ſtick in the mire; concluding, though as one 


almoſt bereft of his wits. through Fear, on this lm 


will reſt and ſtay, and leave the keln of it to 
the God of heaven that made it. Oh! many: 
pull hath my heart had with Satan, for that bleſ- 
ſed 6th of John: it did not now, as at other 
times, look principally: for comfort, though, Oe 
| {how welcome would it have been unto me] but 
now a word, a word, to Jean a.weary ſoul upon 
that it might not fink for ever it was that | 
hunted for. 

251. Vea, often bran F bien been ng t0 
| the promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord -woul 
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refaſe my ſoul far ever: I was often ab if L had 
run upon the pikes, and as if the Lord pad thru” f 
ar me, to keep me from him, as with'a flaming. 
word. Then ſhould I think of Efther, who 
went to petition the king contrary to the law, 
Efther iv. 16. I thought alſo of Benhadad's fer- | 
Jvants, who went with ropes upon their heads to 
their enemies for mercy, 1 Kings xx. 31, &c. 
The woman of Canaan alſo, that would not de 
aunted, though called dog by Chriſt, Mat. xv. 
22, &c. and the man that went to borrow bread 
Mat midnight, Zuke xi. 5, 6, 7, 8, Ke. were great 
| 


Jeaesuragements unto me. 8 
252. I never fa» thoſe heights wii depths in 
tWorace, and love, and mercy, as I ſaw after this 
cr Fiemptation : great fins do draw out great grace; 
ond where guilt is moſt terrible and fierce, there 
me mercy of God in Chriſt, when ſhewed to the 
isRoul; appears moſt high and mighty. When Job 
ad paſſed through his captivity, He had twice 
as much as he had before, 726 xliv. 10. Bleſſed 
be God for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many other 
things T might here make obſervation of; but I 
ould be brief, and therefore ſhall at this time 
dmit them; and do pray God, that my harms 
wy make others fear to offend, leſt they alſo be 
ide to bear the iron yoke as 1 did; 45 
I had, two or three times at or about my 
deliverance from this tempration, ſuch ſtrange 
pprehenſions of the grace of God, that I could 
ardly bear up under It; it was ; fo out of meaſure ' 
mazing, when 1 thought it could reach me, 
hat 1 do think, if that ſenſe of it had abode long 
pon me, it would have e me incapable for 
buſineſs. 

253. Now ſhallgo forward to vive you a relation 
W! other of the Lord's dealings with me, at ſundry 
other * and of the . e [ then d. 


* 
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meet ae ſhall begin with what I met with 
when I. firſt did join in, fellowſhip. with, the 


people of Gol at Bed forth, Aliet L had pro- 
pounded to the church, that my deſire was to 


walk in the order and ordinances! of Chriſt, with 


them, and was alſo admitted. by them; while [ 
thought of that bleſſed ordinance of Chriſt, which 
was his laſt.ſupper, with his. diſciples before his 
death, that ſeripture, „Po this in remembrance 


of me, Luke xxii, 19. was made a very precious 


word under me; for by it the Lord did come upon 
my conſcience with the diſcovery. of his death for 
my fins ; and, as I then felt, did as if he plunged 
me in the virtue of the ſame... But, beholg-l- 1 
had not been long a partaker at that ordinance, 
but ſuch fierce and ſad temptations did attend me 
at all times therein, both to blaſpheme the or- 


dinance, and to wiſn ſome deadly thing to thoſe 
that did then eat thereof: that leſt I ſhould at any 
time be guilty of conſenting to the wieked and 


fearful thoughts, I was forced to bend myſelf all 
the while, to pray to God to keep me from ſuch 
blaſphemies ;. and alſo to ery to God to bleſs the 


bread and cup to them, as it were from mouth to 


mouth. The reaſon: of this temptation I have 
thought ſinge, was becauſe I did not, with that 


reverence as became me, at firſt approach to Nur 


take thereof. 
254. Thus [ 3 for three quarters af a 


Veat, and could never have reſt nar eaſe; but at 
laſt the Lord came in upon my ſoul with that 


ſame fcripture;by which my ſoul was viſited be- 
fare; and after that 1 have been uſually very well 
and comfortable in the partaking of that bleſſed 


ordinance, and have therein diſcerned the Lord $ 


body, as broken for my fins, and tharhis, precious 
blood hath been ſhed for m ena 


255. ns time I was 


» 


— 
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a conſumption; ; wherewith about thei ſprings: L 
Vas fuddenly and violently ſeized with much 
weakneſs in my. outward, man, inſomuch that I 
thought I could not live. Now began I afreſh 
io give myſelf upto a ſerious examination after my. 


fate and condition for the future, and of mx 


evidences. for that hleſſed world io comp + fort 
Bath, I bleſs; the name of God, been my uſual 
courſe, as always, ſo "eſpecially. in the day of 
affliction,. tg endeavour to keep my rel in the 
Bo 10 come clear before mine eyes. 
6, But Thad not ſooner begun to * mind | 
8 3 experience of the goodnets of God to 
in ſoul, but there came flocking igeo my mind 
an innumerable company: of my ſius aud tranſ- 
grefſions ; amongſt which,thefe were at this time 
moſt to my atfliction, namely, my deadtiefs; 
qullneſs, and coldneſs in my hol) duties; my wan- 
Jerings. of heart, my weariſomeneſs in all good 
things, my want of love 10 God, his Ways and 
people, with this at the end of all, « Ate theſe 
the fruits of Chriſtiagity z Are theſe the (okens 
of a bleſſed man? 
„ et he apprehenſions of theſe things; my 
ickneſs was doubled upon me: for now Lwagfick 
in my in ward man; my ſoul wes, clogged with 
guilt : : now alſo was my former experience of 
God's goodneſs to me quite taken out of» my 
mind, and hid as if they had never been or ſeen. 
Now was my ſoul greatly pinched, between theſe 
two confiderations, Live I ruſt rice, die 1 dare 
not.“) Now I ſunk and fell in my fpirit, and 
was giving up all for loſt. But as I was walking 
up and. down in the houſe, ! as a man in a moſt 
Weed ſtate, that word of God took hold of my. 
heart, Ye are. juſtified freely by his gracy, 


e dhe deodato that is in Chriſt Jes 
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Rom. ii. 24+ But, ob! what a turn it made 


upon me! 
258. Now was I as one awaked out t of ſome 


| troubleſome ſleep and dream; and liſtening to 


this heavenly ſentence, I was as if I had heard 


| it thus ſpoken to me: Sinner, thou thinkeſt 


that becauſe of thy fins and infirmities, I eannot 
fave thy ſoul; but, behold | my Son is by me; 
and upon him 1 look, and not on thee, and deal 


with thee according as I am pleaſed with him.“ 


At this I was greatly enlightened in my mind, 


and made to underſtand, that if God would 
Juſtify a finner at any time, it was but his looking 


upon Chriſt and imputing of his benefits to us, 
and the work was forthwith done, 


£59. And as I was thus in a muſe, that ſcrip- 
ture alſo came with great power upon my ſpirit, 
Not by works of righteouſneſs that we have 


done, but according to his mercy he hath faved 
us, &c. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tir. iti, 5. Now was [ 
got on high: I ſaw myſelf within the arms of 
grace and mercy ; and though I was before afraid 
to think of a dying hour, yet now I cried, « Let 
me die.” Now death was lovely and deautiful 
in my ſight: for I ſaw © we ſhall never live 
indeed till we be gone to the other world,” Ol 
methought this life is but a ſlumber, in com- 
pariſon of that above. At this time alſo I ſaw 
8 in theſe wards, © Heirs of God, Rom. 


| viii. 17. than ever I ſhall be able to expreſs 


Ks Ba hoy: in this world. © Heirs of God!” 


{ God himſelf is the portion of the ſaints. This 


I ſaw, and wondered: at; but cannot tell you 
what 1 ſaw. 

260. Again, as I was at vgother time very ill 
and weak, all that time alſo the tempter did beſet 
me ſtrongly, (for I find he is much for aſſaulting 


the ſoul when it begins to approach towards the 
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grave, then is liis opportunity), labouring to hide 
from me my former experience of God's good - 
neſs: alſo ſetting before me the 4errors of death, 
and the judgment of God, inſomuch that at this 
time, through my fear of miſcarrying for ever, 
ſhould I now die, I was as one dead before death 
came, and was as if I had felt myſelf already deſ- 
cending into the pit : methought, I ſaid, there 
was no way, but to hell [ muſt. Hut, behold! 
Juſt as I was in the midſt of theſe fears, theſe 
words of the angels, carrying Lazarus into Abra- 
ham's boſom, darted in upon me, as who ſhauld 
ſay, “ So it ſhall be with thee, when thou doſt 
leave this world.” This did ſweetly revive m 
ſpirits, and help me to hope in God; whic 
when I had with comfort muſed on a while, that 
word fell with great weight upon my mind, O 
death where is thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory? 1 Cor. xv. 55. At this I became bot 
well in body and mind at once; for my ſickneſs 
did preſently vaniſh, and I walked comfortably in 
my work for God again. 


* 
* 


* 


261. At another time, though juſt before I was 
pretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, yet ſuddenly 
there fell upon me a great cloud of darkneſs, 
which did ſo hide from me the thines of God and 
Chriſt, that I was as if I had never ſeen or known 
them in my life: I was alſo ſo over-run in my 
ſou] with a ſenſeleſs heartleſs frame of ſpirit, that 
I could not feel my ſoul to move or ſtir after grace 
and life by Chriſt ; 1 was as if my loins were bro- 
ken, or as if my hands and feet had been tied or 
bound with chains. At this time alſo I felt 
fome weakneſs to ſeize upon my outward man, 
which made ſtill the other affliction the more 
heavy and Veen to me. 

e 42 
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262. After I. had been in this condition ſome 
three or four days, as I was ſitting by the ce, 1 
ſuddenly felt this word to ſound in my heart, 
muſt go to Jeſus' : at this my former darkneſs 
and Atheiſm fled away, and the bleſſed things of 
heaven were ſet within my view. Wie! was 
on this ſudden thus overtaken with ſutpriſe, 
Wife, faid I, is there ever ſuch a ſcripture, <1 
muſt to go. Jeſus?” She, ſaid, ſhe could not 
tell; en ere I ſtood muſing ſtill, to Tee if ! 
ä could: remember ſuch a place: I had. not ſat 
above two or three minutes, but that came bolt- 
ing in upon me, And to an innumerable com- 
pany of zngels ;* and withal, Hebrews xii, about 
the Mount Sion was ſet before mine eyes, Ag 
Xi). 22; 23, 24. 
20863. Then d joy I told my wiſe” « O now 
T know, I know !” but that night was a, good 
night to me: 1, never had but few better: { 
longed for the company of ſome of God's peo- 
6 pls. Sink I might have imparted unto them what 
od had hewed me. Chriſt was a precious Chriſt 
to my foul that night: I could ſcarce lie in my 
bed for] Joy, and peace, and triumph, through 
Chriſt. This great glory did not continue upon 
me until morning; yet the 12th of the author to 
the Hebrews, Heb. xii. 22, 23. was a bleſſed ſcrip- 
türe to me for many days together after this. 
'264. The words are theſs, 
Mount Sion, to the city of te living God, to 


the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable 


company of angels, and to the general aſſembly 
and church of the firſt born, which are written 
in heaven, to God the judge of all, and. to 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and, to 


Jeſus the Mediator of the New Teſtament, and 


to the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel. Thro this, bleſſed 


A 
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kened, and helped myielf to ſee both the want 


| his will in his holy and bleſſed word, and had 
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ſentence, the Lord led me over and over, firſt to 
this word, and then to that, and ſhewed me 
wonderful glory in every one of them. Theſe 
words alſo have oft, fince this time, been great 
refreſhment to my ſpirit. Bleſſed be God for 
having mercy on me. 


A brief Account of the Author*s Call to the Wark 
850 % F the Miniftry, bY 


265. A ND now I am ſpeaking my experience, 

- FA 1 willin this place thruſt in a word or 
two concerning my preaching the word, and of 
God's dealing with me in that particular alſo: 
for after I had been about five or ſix years awa- 


and worth of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and alfa 
enabled to ventnre my ſou] upon him, ſome of 
the moſt able among the ſaints with us, I ſay, 
the moſt able for judgment and holineſs of life, 
as they conceived, did perceive that Gcd had 
counted me worthy to underſtand fomething of 


given me utterance, in ſome meaſure, to expreſs 
what JI ſaw to others for edification ; therefore 
they defired me, and that with much earnefineſs, 
that I, would be willing at ſome times to take in 
hand, in one of the meetings, to ſpeak a word of 
exhortation unto them. . | 
266. The which, though at the firſt it did 
daſh and abaſh my ſpirit, yet being itil] by them 
deſired and intreated, I conſented to their requeſt, 
and did twice, at two feveral aſſemblies, but in 
private, tho' with much weakneſs and infirmity, 
diſcover my gift amongſt them : at which they 
not only ſeemed to be, but did ſolemnly proteſt, 
as in the ſight of the 2 God, they were both 
| & [7 3 \" F433 n 1 | 
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affected and comforted; and gave thanks to the 


Father of Mercies for the grace beſtowed on me. 


267. After this, ſometimes, when ſome of 
them did go into the country to teach, they 
would alſo that I ſhould go with them; where 
though as yet [ did not, nor durſt not make uſe 
of my gift in an open way, yet more privately. 
ſtill, as I came amongſt the good people in thoſe 
places, I did ſometimes ſpeak a word of admoni- 
tion unto them alſo; the which they, as the other 


received, with rejoicing at the mercy of God tome 
ward, profeſſing their ſouls were edified thereby. 
2068. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, being 


till deſired by the church, after ſome ſolemn 
prayer to the Lord, with faſting, I was more 
particularly called forth, and appointed to a more 


ordinary and public preaching. the word, not 
only to and amongſt them that believe, but alſo 


to offer the goſpel to thoſe who had not yet re- 
ceived the faith thereof, About which time I 


did evidently find in my mind a ſecret pricking 


forward thereto ;- though ] bleſs God, not for 
ſcſi of vain glory; for at that time I was.moſt 


| forely afflicted with the fiery darts of the devil, 


concerning my eternal ſtate. _ 1 
269. But yet could not be content, unleſs I 
was found in the exerciſe of ay gift; unto which 


alſo I was greatly animated, not only by the con- 


tinual defires of the godly, but alſo by that ſay- 
ing of Paul to the Corinthians, 1 beſeech you, 
brethren, ye know the houſehold of Stephanus, 
that it is the firſt fruits of Achaia, and that they 
bave addicted themſelves to the miniſtry of the 


ſaints, that ye ſubmit yourſelves unto ſuch, and 
to every one that helpeth with us and laboureth,” 


1 r. xvi. 15, 16. 


270. By this text I was made to ſee, that the 


Holy Ghoſt never intended that men who have 
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gifts and abilities ſhould bury them in the earth, 


but rather did command and ſtir up ſuch to the 


exerciſe of their gift; and alſo did commend thoſe 
that were apt and ready ſo to do, They have 


addicted themſelves to the miniſtry of the ſaints.” 


This ſeripture in theſe days, did continually run 


in my mind, to encourage me, and ſtrengthen 


me in this my work for God. I have alſo been 


encouraged from ſeveral other ſeriptures, and 
examples of the godly, as ſpecified in the word 


| and: other ancient hiſtories, 42s v. iii. 4. and 
XVH1.124," 25. Pet. iv. 1. Rom, xii, Fox's. 


Acts and Mon. 


271. Wherefore, 4 of myſelf of all the 


ſaints the moſt unworthy, yet I, but with great: 
fear and trembling at the ſight of my own weak-. 


neſs, did ſet upon the work; and did according. 
to my gift, and the proportion of my faith, 
preach that bleſſed goſpel: that God has newed | 


me by the holy word of truth. Which when 
the country underſtood, they came in to hear 


the word by hundreds, and that from all parts ;. 


though upon divers and ſundry accounts. 
272. And I thank God he gave unto me ſome 


meaſure of bowels and pity for their ſouls ; which. 


alſo did put me forward to labour, with great 


diligence and earneſtneſs, to find out ſuch a word 


as might, if God would. blefs it, lay hold of and 
awaken the-conſcience. In which alſo the good 
Lord had reſpe& to the defire of his-ſervant ; for 
J had not preached long, before ſome began to 


be touched and be greatly afflicted in their minds, 


at the apprehenſion of the greatneſs. of their ſin, 
_ of their need of Jefus Chriſt. 
273. But 1 firſt: could-not believe that God 


mould ſpeak by me to the heart of any man, ſtill 
counting myſelf unworthy. Yet thoſe who thus 
were touched would love oe, and have a parti- 
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evlar feſpect for me; and though I did put it 
from me, that they (ſhould be awakened by me, 
fill they would confeſs it, and affirm it before 
"the ſaints of God: they would ao bleſs God for 
me, unworthy wretch that lam! and count me 
God's inftrument that ſhewed to them, the way 
of ſalvation, | ; 
274. Wherefore ſeeing them in both their 
words and deeds to be ſo conſtant, and alſo in 
their hearts ſo earneſtly preſſing after the know- 


ledge of Jeſus Chrift, rejoicing that ever God did 


ſend me where they were; then I began to con. 
clude it might be fo, that God hath owned in 
his work ſuch a fooliſh one as I; and then came 
that word of God to my heart, with much ſweet 
refreſhment, * The bleſſing of them that were 
ready to periſh is come upon me; yea, I cauſed 
the widow's heart to ſing for joy,“ Fob xxix. 13. 
275. At this therefore I rejoiced : yea, the 
tears of thoſe whom God did awaken by my 
preaching, would be both ſolace and encourage- 
ment to me; for | thought on theſe ſayings 
© Who is he that maketh me glad, but the 
ſame that is made ſorry by me?“ 2 Cor. xxii. 
and again, Though I be not an apoſtle to 
others, yet doubtleſs I am unto you: for the 


ſeal of my apoſtleſnip are ye in the Lord,” 1 Cor. 


vi. 2. Theſe things therefore were as another 
argument unto me, that God had called me to, 
and ſtood by me on this work. 

276. In my preaching of the word, I took 
ſpecial notice of this one thing, namely, that the 
Lord did lead me to begin where his word begins 
with finners; that is, to condemn all fleſh, and 
to open and alledge that the curſe of God by the 
law doth belong to, and lay hold on all men as 
they come into the world, becauſe of ſin. Now 
this part of my work [ fulfilled with great ſenſe; 


from the dead. I went myſelf in chains, to 


diſſembling, that when I have been to preach, I 


have done my work; and then immediately, 


ried me on: but ſurely, with a ſtrong hand; for 
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for the terrors of the law, and guilt for my tranſ- 
greſſions, lay beavy on my conſcience, I preach- 
ed what I felt, what I ſMartingly did feel, even 
that under which my poor ſoul did groan and 
tremble to aſtoniſhment. | 

277. Indeed I have been as one ſent, 0 them 


preach to them in chains; and carried that fire 
in my own. conſcience that 1 perſuaded. them to 
beware of. L. can truly ſay, and that without 


have gone full of guilt and tertot, even to the 
pulpit door, and there it hath, been daken off, 
and. I have been at liberty in my mind until 1 


even before I could get down the pulpit fl irs, I 
have been as bad as I was before; yer God car- 


neither guilt nor hell could take me off my work. | 
2 78. Thus L went for the ſpace of two years, 
crying out againſt mens ns, and their fearful 
ſtate becauſe of them. After Which the Lotd 
came in upon my own ſoul; with ſome ſure peace 
and comfort through Chriſt; for he did give me 
many ſweetdiſcoveries of his bleſſed gracethrough 
him. Wherefore now ] altereꝗ in my preaching, 
(for ſtill L preached what I ſa w and felt); now 
therefore l did much labour to hold forth Jeſus 
Chriſt in all offices, relations, and benefits unto 
the world, and did ſtrive alſo to diſeover, to 
condemn, and remove thoſe falſe ſupports and 
props on which the world doth both lean, and 
by them fall and periſn. On theſe things alſo I 
ſtaid as long as on the other. 
279. After this, God led me into ſomething 

of the myſtery of the union of Chriſt : wherefore 
that I. diſcovered, and ſhewed to them alſo. 
And when 1 had travelled. through theſe; three 
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chief points of the word of God, about the ſpace 
of five years or more, 1 was caught in my prefent 
practice, and caſt into prifon ; where | have lain 
above as long again to confirm the truth by way 
of ſuffering, as 1 was before in teſtifying of it 
according tothe ſcriptures, in a way of preaching, 
280. When [ have been preaching, I thank N 
God, my heart hath often all the time of this 
and the otherexerciſe, with great earneſtneſs cried 
to God that he would wake the word effeQual 
to the ſalvation of the ſou] ; ſtill being grieved 
leſt the enemy ſhould take the word away from 
the confcience, and ſo it ſhould become unfruit- 
ful: Wherefore | did labour ſo ts fpeak the 
word, as that thereby, if it were poſſible, the fin 
and perſon guilty might be particularifed by it. 
2281. Alfo when 1 have done the exerciſe, it 
hath gone to my heart to think the word ſhould 
now fall as rain on ſtony places: ſtill wiſhing 
from my heart, O that they who have heard me 
ſpeak this day, did but: ſee as I do, what fin, 
death, hell, and the curſe of God is: and alfo 
What the grace, and love, and mercy of God is 
through Chriſt, to men in ſach a caſe as they 
are, who are yet eftranged from him. And in- 
deed 1 did often ſay in my heart before the 
Lord, That if to be hanged up preſently be- 
fore their eyes, would be as means to awaken 
them and confirm them in the truth, I gladly 
"ſhould be contented.” e 
282. For I have been in my preaching, efpe- 
cially when I have been engaged in the doctrine m 
of life by Chriſt without works as if an angel Ip. 
of God had ſtood by at my back to encourage an 
me: Oh! it hath been with ſuch power and hea- |! 
. venly evidenee upon my own ſoul, while I have ! 
deen labouring to unfold it, to demonſtrare it, of 
and to faſten it upon the conſciences of others, m 


— 
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hat I could not be contented with ſaying, I be- 
eve and am fſure;” methought I was more than 
ure, (if it be Jawful to expreſs myſelf), that thoſe 
hings which then J aſſerted were true. 
283. When I went firſt to preach the word 


abroad, the doctors and prieſts of the country 


lid open wide againſt me: but I was perſuaded 
ff this, not to render railing for railing, but to 


ſee how many of their carnal profeſſors I could 


onvince of their miſerable ſtate by the law, and 
of the want and worth of Chriſt; for, thought 
I, “ This ſhall anſwer for me in time to come, 
when they ſhall be for my hire before their face,” 
en. xxx. 23. 
284. I never cared to meddle with things that 
were controverted, and in diſpute among the 
ſaints, and eſpecially things of the loweſt nature ; 
yet it pleaſed me much to contend with great 
earneſtneſs for the word of faich, and the remiſ- 
fion of fins by the death and ſufferings of Jeſus: 
but, I ſay, as to other things, 1 ſhould but let them 
alone, becauſe I ſaw they engendered ſtrife, and 
becauſe that they, neither in doing, nor in leay- 
ing undone, did commend us to God to be his. 
Beſides, I ſaw my work before me did run into 
another channel, even te carry an awakening 
word; to that therefore I did ſtick and adhere, 
285. I never endeavoured to, nor durſt make 
uſe of other men's lines, Rom. xv. 18. though 
[ condemn not all that do; for I verily thought, 
and found by experience, that what was taught 
me by the word and ſpirit of Chriſt, could be 
ſpoken, maintained and ſſood to, by the ſoundeſt 
and beſt eſtabliſhed conſcience; and though 1 
will not now ſpeak all that I know in this matter, 


Jet my experience hath more intereſt in that text 


of ſeripture, Gal. i. It, 12. than many among 
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286. If: any of thoſe who were awakened by mill ® 
miniſtry, did after that fall back, (as fometime: i 
too many did), I can truly a their loſs bat tt 
heen more to me, rhan.if my o o¹˙¹ child begotte al 
of my own body, had been going | toits grave, = © 
think verily { may ſpeak 1 it without any offence.t 
the Lord, „nothing hath gone ſo near me as that h 
unleſs it was the fear of the loſs of the ſalvation, 4 
of my own foul. I have counted as if 1 ha n 
goodly. buildings and lordſhips, i 37 thoſe place tl 
Where thy children were born. My, heart hai b 
been fo wrapped up in the glory of wg excellent ſt 
work, that I counted myſelf more. bleſſed ang 
honoured, of, God, by this, than if he had mad: oy 
me emperor of the Chinn world, or the lord © 
of all the glory of the earth without 1 it! 1 Oh, thele f 
words ! © He that converteth a finner from. thi n 
error of his way, doth fave a ſoul from death, n 
James v. 20. © The fruit of the, righteous i is i 
free of life ; and he that winneth fouls is wiſe, 
Prov. xi. 30. They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine a} u 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and they thai P 
turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for eve le 
and ever, Dan. xii. 3, © For what is our hope © 
our joy, or crown of rejoicing | ? are not even 5. 


in the preſence. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at hi} P 
coming? for ye are our glory and joy,” 1 75% . 
ü. 19, 20. Theſe, I ſay, with many others of @ * 
like nature, have heen great refreſhments to me 1 

| 287. I have obſerved, that where I have had " 
work to do for God, I have hadfirſt as it were th © 
going of God upon my ſpirit, to deſire I might} * 
reach there. I have alſo obſer ved, that ſuch an V 
ſuch fouls in particular have been ſtrongly ſet upa] ? 

; my heart, and I ſtirred up to wiſh for their ſalva 1 

0 


tion 5. and that thele very fouls. ve, after thi 
Veen given in as the fruit of my miniſtry. I hav 
obſerved, that a word caſt in 0 by thi = Hat done 
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j 
ny more excution in a ſermon than all that was 
\c ſpoken beſides. Sometimes alfo, when I have 
at thought I did no good, then I did the moſt of 
toll all; and at other times, when I thought I ſhould 
catch them, I have fiſhed for nothing. 
10 288. L have alſo obſerved; that where there 
ail has been a work to do upon finners, there the 
ion devil hath begun to roar in the hearts and by the 
gad mouths of his ſervants; yea, oftentimes, when 
cel the wicked world hath raged moſt, there hath - 
au been ſouls awakened by the word, I could in- 
ſtance particulars, but I forbear. 

289. My great deſire, in my fulfilling my mi- 
niſtry, was to get into the darkeſt places of the 
country, even amongſt thoſe people that were 
fartheſt off of profeſſors: yet not becauſe I could 
not endure the light, (for I feared not to ſhew 
'my goſpel to any), but becauſe I found my ſpirit, | 
leaned moſt after awakening and converting” 
work, and the word that I carried did lean itfelt 
moſt that way alſo: Vea, fo have I ſtrived to, 
preach the goſpel, not where Chriſt was named, 
leſt I ſhould bul#upon another man's founda- 
tion,” Rom. xv. 20. 

290. in my preaching I have rea cally been in 
pain, and have, as it were, travailed to bring 
forth children to God; neither could I be ſa- 
tis fied unleſs ſome fruit did appear in my work. 
If I were fruitleſs it mattered not who commended 
me; but if I were fruitfu) | cared not who did 
condemn. J have thought of (har, Lo, children 
ate an heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward. As ariows in the hand of 
2 mighty man, ſo are children-'of the youth. 
Happy is the man that hath filled his quiver full 
of them; they (hall not be alhanied; but they 
ws OD 
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ſnall ſpeak with the enemies in the gate,” Pſalm 


. 
291. it pleaſed me . to ſee people drink 


in opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant of Jeſus 

Chriſt, and the worth of their own ſalvation: 

ſound conviction for ſin, eſpecially for unbelief, 
and an heart ſet on fire to be ſaved. by Chriſt, 

with ftrong breathings after a truly fanctified 
foul; that it was that delighted me; ; thoſe were 
the ſouls I counted bleſſed. 

WO, Bat i in this work, as in all other, I had 
my temptation attending me; and that of diverſe 
kinds: as ſometimes 1 ſhould be aſſaulted with 

great diſcouragement therein; fearing that ! 

ſhould not be able to ſpeak a word at all to edifica- 

tion; nay, that I ſhould not be able to ſpeak 
ſenſe unto the people; at which times I ſhould 
have ſuch a ſtrange faintneſs and ſtrengtilleſsnels 
ſeize upon my body, that my legs have ſcarce 

been able to carry me to the place of exerciſe. , 
293. Sometimes again, when I have been 
preaching, I have been violently aſſaulted with 
thoughts of blaſphemy, and ſtrongly tempted to 

ſpeak the words with my mouth betore the con- 

gregation. I have alſo, at ſome times, even when 

1 have begun to ſpeak the word with much clear- 

neſs, evidence and liberty of ſpeech, yet been, 

before the ending of that opportunity, ſo blinded, 
and fo eſtranged from the things I have beci 
ſpeaking, and have been alſo ſo ſtraitned in my 
ſpeech, as to utterance before the people, that 
I have been as if I had not known or remem- 
bered what I have been about; or as if my hea 
had been im a bag all the time of my exerciſe. 

294. Again, when at ſometimes I have beer 
about to preach upon a ſmart and ſearching por 
tion of the word, I have found the tempter ſug 

5 belt. 66 5 hay, will gov preach this! 1 his. con 
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die, thought I, © with the Philiſtines,“ Fudg. xvi. 


the yery mercy of God to me. 
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demns yourſelf; of this your own ſoul is guilty : 
wherefore preach not of it at all; or if you do, 
yet ſo mince it as to make way for your own eſ- 
cape; left, inſtead of awakening others, you lay 
that guilt upon your own ſoul as you will never 
get from under.” 

205. But, I thank the Lord, [ have beer kept 
from conſenting to theſe ſo horrid ſuggeſtions ; 
and have rather, as Samſon, bowed mylelf with 
all my might, to condemn fin and tranſgreſſion 
wherever I found it: yea, though therein I did 
bring guilt upon my own conſcience: © Let me 


29, 30. rather than deal corruptly with the 
bleſſed word of God: © Thou that teacheſt 
another, teacheſt not thou thyſelf?” It is far bet- 
ter that thou judge thyſelf, even by preaching 
plainly to others, than that thou, to ſave thyſelf, 
impriſon the truth in unrighteouſneſs. Bleſſed 
be God for his help alſo in this. 

296. I have alſo, while found in this bleſſed 
work of Chrift, been often tempted to pride and 
lifting up of heart ; ; and though I dare not ſay I 
have not. been affected with this, yet truly the 
Lord, of his precious mercy, hath ſo carried it 
towards. me, that for the moſt part I have had 
but ſmall joy to give way to ſuch a thing: for.it 
hath been my every day's portion, te be let into 
the evils of my on heart, and ſtill made to ſee 
ſuch a multitude of corruptions and infirmities 
therein, that it hath cauſed hanging down of the 
head, under all my gifts and attainments. I have 
felt this thorn in the fleſh, (2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. ) 


207. I have had alſo together with this, ſome 
Notable place or other of the word preſented be- 


fore me, which 1 2 hath contained in it ſome 
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ſharp and piercing ſentence concerning the periſh- 
ing of the ſou}, notwithſtanding gifts and parts ; 
as for inſtance, that hath been of great uſe to 
me, Though I ſpeak with the tongue of men 
and angels, and have not charity, I am become 


4 as founding brals, and a tinkling cymbal,” 1 Cor. 


xiii. 1, 2. 


2098. A tinkling eymbal is an inſtrument of 
muſic, with which a ſkilful player can make ſuch 


melodious and heart-inflaming muſic, that all 
who hear him play, ean ſcarely hold from 


dancing; and yet behold the cymbal hath not 


life, neither comes the muſic irom.it, but becauſe 
of the art of him that plays therewith ; fo then 


the inſtrument at laſt may come to nought and 


periſh, though in times pou: ſuch muſic hath 


been made upon it. 


299. Juſt thus 1 ſaw it was, and will be with 


them that have gifts, but want ſaving grace: 


they are in the hand of Chriſt, as the cymbal in 
the hand of David ; and as David could with the 


eymbal make that mirth in the ſervice of God, 


as to elevate the hearts of the worſhippers ; ſo 
Chriſt can uſe theſe gifted men, as with them to 
affect the ſouls of his people in his church; yet 


when he bath done all, hang them by as lifeleſs, | 


though ſounding cymbals. - _: 
300. This conſideration therefore, together 
with ſome others, were, for the moſt part, as a 


maul on the head of pride, and deſire of vain 


glory. What, thought I, ſhall I be proud be- 


- cauſeI ama ſounding * braſs { Is it fo much to be 


a fiddle? Hath not the leaſt creature that hath 


life more of God in it. than theſe | Beſides, | 
| knew it was love ſhould never die, but theſe muſt 
- ceaſe and vaniſh. - So I concluded, a little grace, 

2 little love, à little of the true fear of God, is 


better than all gifts; yea, and I am fully con- 
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vinced of! it, that i It is poſſible for ſouls that can 
ſcarce give a man an anſwer, but with great con- 
fuſion as to method; I ſay it is poſſible for them 


to have a thouſand times more grace, and ſo to 


be more in the love and favour of the Lord, than 
ſome, who, by virtue of the gift of knowledge, 
can deliver themſelves like angels. 

301. Thus therefore I came. to perceive, that 
tho” gifts/in themſelves were good to the thing 
for which they are deſigned, to wit, the edifica- 


tion of others; yet empty, and without power 
to ſave the ſoul of him that hath them, if they be 
alone: neither are they, as ſo, any ſign of a man's. 
ſtate to be. happy, being only a diſpenſation of 

God to ſome, of whoſe improvement, or non- 


improvement, they muſt, when alittle time 


more is over, give an account to him that is 
TRACY to judge the quick and dead. n 


302. This ſhewed me too, that gifts being 


alone were dangerous; not in themſelves, but 
becauſe of thole evils that attend them;that have 


tem; to wit, pride, deſire of vain glory, ſelf- 


conceit, &c. all which were eaſily blown up at _ 
the applauſe and commendation of every una ad- 
viſed Chriſtian, to the endangering of a poor crea- 


ture to fall into the condemnation of the devil, 
303. 1 ſaw therefore that he that hath gifts, 
had need be let into a ſight of the natute of them; 


to wit, that they come ſhort of making of him 


to be in à truly ſaved condition, let he reli in 
them, and ſo fall ſhort of the grace of God. 

304. He hath alſo cauſeto walk humbly with 
God, ayd be little in his on eyes, and to re- 


member withal, chat his gifts are not his 05 


but the church's; and that by them he is 3 Bi 


a ſervant.to the church; and he muſt give at 
Ja an account of his fiev varethip unto the Lord 


o Grace . to the 


Jeſus; and to give a good account, will be A 
| bleſſed thing. 4 

. 305. Let all men therefore prize a little with 
the fear of the Lord. Gifts indeed are deſirable ; 
but yet great grace and ſmall gifts are better than 
great gifts and no grace. Itdoth not ſay, The 
Lord gives gifts and glory ; but, The Lord gives 
grace and glory: and bleſſed is ſuch an one to 


whom the Lord gives grace, true grace, for that 


- 1s a certain fore: runner of glory. _ 

306. But when Satan perceived that his thus 
tempting and aſſaulting of me would not anſwer 
his deſign, to overthrow the miniſtry, and make 
it ineffectual, as to the ends thereof; then he 
tried another way; which was, to ſtir up the 
minds of the ignorant and malicious, to load me 
with ſlanders and reproaches. Now therefore I 


1 85 may ſay, that what the devil could deviſe, and 
his inſtruments invent, was whirled up and down 
the country againſt me thinking, as I ſaid, that 


by that means they ſhould make my miniſtry to 
be abandoned. | 

307. It began therefore: to be rumoured up 
and down among the people, that I was a witch, 
a jeſuit, a highwayman, and the like. 

308. To all which, I ſhall only ſay, God 
knows that I am innocent. But as for mine ac- 
cuſers ; let them provide themſelves to meet me 
before the tribunal of the Son of God, there to 
anſwer for All theſe things, with all the reſt of 
their iniquities, unleſs God ſhall give them 


repentance for them; for the which! pray. with 


all my heart. 

300. But that which was reported with the 
boldeſt confidence, was, that T had my miſſes, 
my whores, my baſtards, yea, two wives at 
once, and the like. Now theſe ſanders, with 
the other, I glory in, becauſe but flanders, 
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fooliſh or knaviſh lies, and falſehoods caſt upon 


me hy the devil and his ſeed. And ſhould 1 not 
be dealt with thus wickedly by the world, I 


ſhould want one ſign of a faint, and child of 
God: © Blefſed are ye,“ faith the Lord Jeſus, 


© when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, 


and ſhall fay all manner of evil of you falſely for 
my fake. ' Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven, for ſo perſecuted 
they the prophets which were before you, Matt. 


310. Theſe things therefore, upon mine own 


account, trouble me not: no, though they were 
twenty times more than they are. 1 have a good 
conſcience, and whereas they ſpeak evil of me, as 
an evil doer, they ſhall be aſhamed that falſely 
accuſe my good converſation in Chriſt. 

311. So then, what ſhall I ſay to thoſe that 
have thus beſpattered me? Shall 'I threaten 


them? ſhall I chide them ? ſhall I flatter them ? 
ſhall I-intreat them to hold their tongues? No, 


not. I: were it not for that theſe things make 


them ripe for damnation that are the authors 


and abettors, I would ſay unto them, * Report 
it,“ becauſe it will increaſe my glory. | 


312. Therefore I bind theſe lies and llanders 


to meas an ornament; it belongs to my Chriſtian 
profeſſion to be vilified, ſlandered, reproached 
and reviled; and fince all this is nothing elle, 
as my God and my conſcience do bear me wit- 
neſs, I rejoice in the reproaches for Chriſt's ſake. 

313. 1 alſo call all thoſe fools, or knaves, that 
have thus made it any thing of their buſineſs, to 
affirm any of theſe things aforenamed of me, 


namely, that I have been naught with other 
women, or the like, when they have uſed to the 
utmoſt of their endeavours, and made the fulleſt # 


enquiry that they can to prove againſt me truly, 
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that there is any waman in heaven, or in earth, 
or hell, that can ſay, I have, at any time, in any 

place, by. day or night, ſo much as attempted to 
be naught with them. And ſpeak I thus, to beg 
my enemies into.2 good eſteem of me No, not 
1: I will in this beg relief of no man: believe or 
miſpbelieve me in this, all is a cafe to me. 
314. My foes have miſſed their mark in this 
their ſhooting at me. I am not the man. 
. with that they themſelvęs be guiltleſs. If all 


the fornicators and adulterers in England were! 


hanged up by the neck till they be dead, John 
Bunyan, the object of their envy, would be flill 
alive and well, I know not whether there be 
| ſuch a thing as a woman breathing under the 
cops of heaven, but by their appare], their child- 
ren, or by common 06s except my wiſe. 

3215. And in this I admire the wiſdom ot God, 


that he made me ſhy of a woman from my firk | 


_ converſion until now. Thoſe know, and can alto 
bear me witneſs, with whom I have been molt 


intimately concerned, that it is a rare thing to ſee 


me carry it pleaſant towards a woman: the com- 
mon ſalutation of women 1 abhor, it is odious to 
me in whomſoever I ſee it. Their company alone 
I eannot away with, I ſeldom fo much. as touch 
a woman's hand: for I think theſe things are no! 
ſo becoming me. When I have ſeen good mes 
lalute thoſe women that they have viſited, or that 
bave viſited them, I have at times made my ob- 
jections againſt it; and when they have anſwered 
that it was but a piece of civility, I have told them 


it is not a comely light. Some indeed have urged 
the holy kiſs. But then I have aſked, why: theſf 


made baulks? Why they did ſalute the mol hand. 
ſame, and let the ill- fav oured go? Thus how 


 - zlapdablejſgever ſuch-things have been in the ehe 
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might be made of none effect; ſo there was 


the next place, give you a brief. account. 
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316. And now for a wind up in this matter, 
r called not only men, but, angels, to prove me 
guilty of having carnally to do with any woman 
ſave my wife. Nor am I afraid to do ita ſecond 
time, knowing that I cannot offend the Lord in 
ſuch a caſe, to call God for a record upon my 
foul, that in theſe things I am innocent. Not 
that I have been thus kept becaule of any good- 
neſs in me more than any other, but God has 
been merciful to me, and has kept me: whom I 
pray that he will keep me till, not only from 
this, but from every evil way and work, and 


preſerve me to his heavenly kingdom. Amen. 1 


317. Now, as Satan endeavoured, by re- 
proaches and ſlanders, to make me vile among 
my countrymen, that, if poſſible, my preaching 


added hereto a long and tedious impriſonment, 
that hereby I might be frightned from my ſervice 
for Chriſt, and the world terrified and made 
afraid to a ap me preach. Of which I ſhall, in 


4 brief Account of the Authors Impriſonment. 


18. TL FJAVING made profeſſion of the glorious 
* H goſ el of Chriſt a long time, 2 
ed the ſame about five years, I was apprebended at 
a meeting of good people in the country, among, 
whom, had they let me alone, I ſnould have preach- 
ed that day; but they took me away from amongſt 
them, and had me before a juſtice; who, after I had 
offered ſecurity for my appearing the next ſeſſions, 
yet committed me, becauſe my furetiey would not 
conſent to be bound, that 1 ſhould preach no more 
% 2; AY © 
' 319. At the ſeſſions after, I was indited for an 
upholder and maintainer of unlawful aſſemblies and 
conventicles, and for not conforming to the national 
worſhip of the church of England; and after fome 
conference there with the juſtices, they taking my 


* 
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plain dealing with them for a confeſſion, as er. 
termed. it, „of the indictment, did ſentence me to 
perpetual baniſhment, becauſe I refuſed to conform. * 
So being again delivered up to the jaylor's hand, I 
was had hone to priſon; and there have lain now 
complete twelve years, waiting to ſee what God 
would ſuffer theſe men to do with me. 

320. In which condition I have cooiinged with 
much content, through grace; but have met with 
many turnings and goings upon my heart, both from 
the Lord, Satan, and my own corruptions: by all 
which, glory be to Feſus Chriſt, Lhave alſo received, 
among many things, much conviction, influ Aion. 
and underſtanding; of which at large I ſhall not 
here diſcourſe; only give you a hint or two, a word 
that may ſtir up the goldly to bleſs God, and to 
pray for me; and allo to take encouragement, 
ſhould the caſe be their own, © not to fear what man 
can do unto them.” 

321. T never heq in all my life ſo great an inlet 
into the word of God as now. Thoſe ſcriptures 
that I ſaw nothing in before, are made in this place 
and ſtate to ſhine upon me. Jeſus Chriſt alſo was 
never more real and apparent than now: here I have 
ſeen and felt him indeed. O' that word! We 
have not preached unto you cunningly deviſed fa- 
bles,“ x. Per. i. 16. and that, God raiſed Chriſt 
from the dead, and gave him glory, that your faith 
and hope might be in God,“ 1 Pet. i. 2. were bleſſed 
words unto me in this my impriſoned condition. 
322. Theſe three or four ſcriptures alſo have been 
great refreſhments in this condition to me. John 
Xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4+ John xvi, 33. Col. iii. 3, 4. Heb, 
xii. 22, 23, 24. 80 that ſometime, when I have 
been in the favour of them, I have been able © to 
laugh at deſtruction, and to fear neither the horſe 
nor his rider.“ I have had ſweet ſights of the for- 
givenels of my fins in this place, and of my being 
with Jeſus in another world. O the Mount Sion, 
.the 1 Jeruſalem, the innumerable company 
of angels, and God the judge of all, and the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, and jelus, have been 
ſweet unte me in this place I have ſeen that here, 
that I am perſuaded I ſhall never, while in this 
world, be able toexpreſs. I have ſeena truth in this 
ſcripture. : ARR having not ſeen, ye love; in 
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whom, tho' now ye ſee him not yet his ye 
rojoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory,” 
4, Pet. i. 8. 

323. I never knew what it was for God to and 
by me at all turns; and at every offer of Satan to 
afli&t me, &c. as I have found him ſince I came in 
hither ; for look how tears have preſented themſelves, 
o have ſupports and encouragements: yea, when 
I have ſtarted, even as it were at nothing elſe but 
my ſhadow: yet God, as being very tender of me, 
bath not ſuffered. me to be moleſted, but would, 
with one ſcripture. or another, ſtrengthen me againſt 
all, inſomuch that I have often faid, * Were it law 
ful, I could pray. for greater trouble, for the greater 
comforts fake, Ecclel.:vi. 14. 2. Cor. 1. 3, 

324. Before 1 came to priſon, I law what was a- 
coming; and had eſpecially two conſiderations warm 
upon my heart, The firſt was, how to be able to 
encounter death, ſhould that be here my portion. 
For the firſt oF. theſe, that feripture, Col. i. 11. 
was great information to me, namely, tv pray to 
God“ to be ſtrengthened with all might, accoriing 
to his glorious power, uato all, patience and long- 
ſuffering with joyfulneſs.) J could ſelgom go to 
prayer before I was imprifo nb, bui for not ſo little 
as a year together, this lentence; or {weet petition, 
would, as it were, thruſt itſelf info my mind, and 
perſuade me, that if ever I would go through long- 
luffering, I, muſt have patience, efpecially, 11 1 

would endure it joyfullx. 0 

325. As to the ſeco d conider tion, that los: 

(2 Cor. i. 9.) was of great great uſe to me, But 

we had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that 

we might not truſt in ourſelves, but in God, 
that raiſed the dead.“ By this ſcripture I was 
made to ſee, that if ever I would ſuffer rightly, I 
muſt firſt paſs a ſentence of death upon every thing 
that can properly be called.a thing of this life ; 
even to retkon myſelf, my wife, my children, my 
health, my enjoyments, and all as dead to me, and 
myſelf. as. dead to them. 

326. The ſecond was, to live upon God that is 
18viſible.; as Paul faith in another place, the way 
not to faint, is * to look, not at the things. that are 
4 dut at the things that are not ſeen: For the 
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things that are ſeen are temporal; but the things 
that are not feen are eterval.* And thus I reaſoned 
with myſelf: If 1 provide only for a priſon, the, 
the whip comes at unawares; and fo doth alſo the 
pillory. Again, if 1 only provide for theſe, then 1 
am not fit for baniſhment. Further, if I conclude 
that baniſhment'is the worſt, then if death come J 
am ſurpriſed. So that I ſee the beſt way to go through 
ſufferings, is to truſt in God through Chriſt, as 
touching the world to come: and, as touching this 
world, to count the grave my houſe, to make my 
bed ig darknefs, and to jay to corruption, Thou 
art my father; and to the worm, Thou art my mo- 
ther and ſiſter: that is, to familiariſe theſe things 
ta me. OLE 8 
327. But notwitſtanding theſe helps, I found my- 
ſelf'a man encompaſſed with infirmities. The part- 
| , ing with my wife and poor children hath often been 
to me, in this place, as the pulling the fleſh from 
| my bones; and that not only becaufe I am ſomewhat 
too too fond of theſe great mercies, but alſo becauſe 
1 I ſhould have often brought to my mind the many 
1 hardſhips, miſeries, and wants, that my poor family 
= was like to meet with; eſpecially my poor blind 
child, who lay neafer my heart than all I had be. 
' fide. Ol the thoughts of the hardſhips I thought 
my blind one might go under, would break iny 
heart to pieces. 0 45 e | 


Þ 328. Poor child, thought I, what ſotrow art thou 
W like to have for thy portion @n this world! Thou 
mauſt be beaten, muſt beg, ſuffer hunger, cold, 
nakedneſs, and a thouſand calamities, though | 
cannot now endure the wind ſhould blow upon thee. 
But yet recalling myſelf, thought I, I muſt ven- 
1 ture you ail with God, though it goeth to the 
4 quick to leave you, O! I ſaw in this condition 1 
muas as a man who was pulling down his houſe upon 
the head of his wife and children; yet, thought 
I, IL muſt do it, I muſt do it. And now I thought 
on theſe two milk kine that were to carry the ark 
of God into another country, to leave their calves 
behind them,“ 1 Sam. vi. 10. 11. 12, | 
329. But that which helped me in this temptation, 

' © was divers conſiderations, of which three in ſpecial 
q: - (here L will: name: The firſt was, the conſideration 
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2 51 mi! % Wes {os * 7 
ol theſe. ae Lede my⸗ tannerlels chf 
dren, will preſerve chemwalive, and let thy widows 
truft in me: And again the Lord ſaid, Verity: 
it ſnall go well with thy remnant 3; verily; -F: will 


la- Khao! * 


cauſeb the enemy go intteat ihee weil in tlie time of 


evilþ&c.* Fargx lx. 1% Und uv, 11 
330. I had ago this gonfideration, that 111 Mood 
now venture all for God, {i;elgaged: God to take 


0 care of my ronderaments : but if for ſooe imad 
his ways, for; fear ohany trouble that ſhould comer 


10 me ori: mine, then I ſhouj}d: not only tatſifyu my 
profeſſion, but fouls: count alſo, that my concern 
meats wereindt ſq ſuxe, iſ leſt at God's feet? wit 
J ſtood. to and3for hi dame, as they would be, if they 
were unden my own Care, though with dle denlaf 
of, the, way of God. This was a ſmarting conſider. 
align, and-as, ſpurs. to my leſt. That forjjiture alia 
greatly helpediit o faſtemthemore: upon me, Where 


Chriſt prays againſt Judas, that God-would diſap- 


point him in, his. ſelfiſt thoughts, which moved him 
to ſell eee Fray read it ſoberly, Balm 75 

by To Sz: Ce: - 

1 307 Fr I; had atfo another conſi deration, Ving bat 

was, the dread of the. torments of hell, which I. was 

ſure they muſt partake of that, for tear of theicrols; 


do ſhrink from their profeſſion of Chriſt, his words 


and laws, before therſens of men. I thought alſo 
of the glory that he had prepared for'thoſe that In 
faith and love, and patience, flood tohis ways ve. 
Tore, them, Theſe things, 3: ſay, have helped me, 
when, the thoughts off the miſery! that both myſelt 
and, minemight, for the ſake of my Faber be 
expoſed to,Jmth lain pinching on myam ind. 15 
3332. When I have indeed conct ned, that J wiel 
{$f baniſhed for my profeſſion, then I "have mougin 
of,, that ſeripture, They were ſtoted, they 

£.fawn aſunder, Were tempted, were. ſlaio ae 
2 they wandered about ip ſheep rfl st 
oat ſkins, -being;. deldtbid, (aflicied, r e, 
Dan Ar ee not worthy:? orn. bsy | 
hey, ce, togidad to dwell, and- abide a 


2 


hong bt, 
155 Haly E 151 „have affe thought of that ſayſng, 
& 


\witnefſethjn every.ony; that bond 
eee abide * I have; verily: though! 
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that my ſoul and it have ſometimes reaſoned about 
the ſore and Tad eſtate of a baniſhed and'exiled con- 
dition, how they are expoſe to hunger, to cold, td 
rils, to nakedneſs, to enemies, and athouſand ca- 
amities; and at laſt, it may be to die in a ditch! like 
a: poor forlorn and deſolate ſheep. But I thank God, 
hitherto I have not been moved by theſe moſt deli- 
cate reaſonings, but have rather by them more ap- 
proved my heart to Gd. 
333. 1 will tell you a pretty buſinefs: I was once, 
above all the reſt, in a very ſad and low condition 
for: many weeks; at which time alſo I being but a 
young priſoner, and not acquainted with the laws, 
had this laid much upon my ſpirit, That my im- 
4 gin pany eng end at the gallows for ought that 
© I could tell.“ Now therefore Satan laid hard at me, 
to. beat me. out of heart, by ſuggeſting 'thus unto 
me: But how if, when you come indeed to die, 
vou ſhould be in this condition; that is, as not to ſa- 
vour the things of God, nor to have any evidence 
upon your foul for a better ſtate hereafter?“ for in- 
on 1 the things of God were hid from 
my ſoul. . Fro es per” 
334. Wherefore, when Þ at firſt began to think of 
this, it was a great trouble to me: for I thought 
with myſelf, that in the condition I now-was in, I. 
was not fit to die; neither indeed did think I could, 
if I ſhould be called to it: hefides, I thought with 
myſelf, if I ſhould make a ſcrambling ſhift to elam- 
ber up the ladder, yet I ſhould either with quaking, 
or other ſymptoms of fainting, give occaſion to the 
enemy to reproach the way of God and his people, 
| for their timoroulneſs. This therefore lay with 
great trouble upon me; for methought, I was aftramed 
to die with a pale face and tottering knees, in fach a 
enn, rde BUT IO 
335 Wherefore I prayed: to God, that he would 
Camto.ct me, and give me ſtrength to do and ſuffer 
whatheiwould call mets, Vet no comtort appear- 
ed; but ali continued hid. I was alfo at this time ſo 
really poſſeſſed with the thoughts of death, er uſt 
I was as if I was on a ladder with à rope about” y 
neck. Only this e to meg | 
thought I might ow eve" a "ON rtehity tc ſpeak 
my-Jaft words unto. a multitude hien T havght 
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-would. come to lee me e die; andzthay FIG Fr it 
te if God will, but convert one. 2 by my 
5 hall, not count my Hip ahrown: aways 
ner 10 
; Ts But yet gil "he things. of God. were. ' oy ovt 
df my. ante, and all the tempter tollowed me with, 


« But whither muſt, you, go when you die? What 


will become of you ?, Where. will, you be found in 
another world? Wnat evidence have you tor heaven 
and glory, and an iuheritance among them that are 
ſanctifie 5 Thus was I toſſed for-many weeks, and 
knew not what to do, At laſt this conſideration fell 
with weight upon me, „That it was for the world 


add way of God that I. was in this condition; where- 


fore 5 was engaged, not. {0 flinch an hair? 8 breadth 
From i wo 

837 [ thoug ht” alſo, that God might, chuſe whe- 
u r he wou la” give, me comfort, now, 4 at. the hour 


I Could hold b Netehen or po. I was bound, but 


RN 


he was free; yea, it was my dyty. to ſtand. tg his 
g Word,; whether he would ever look upo me, or ave 
me at the laſt: whereſore e, thought I,. aye thegpoiot 
being thus, 1 am for going on, aud veuturingany e- 
* ternal ftate with Chriſt, whether I haye comfort bere 
or no. If God doth, noi come in, thought 1, 4 1will 
leap off the ladder, even blindfolg,. into eternity, 


link or ſwim, come heaven, come hell. Lord Jeius, 


PR 


, if thou wilt catch me, do; it not, 1 will venture for 


v6 name.” c 
38. I was no foontr fixed upon this reſolution, 
"wp the word dropped upgn me, «© Doth Job ſerye 
„Woch for nougbiß as. if the accuſer. had ſaid, 
Rech is no upright mam: he, ſeryes. thee for 
"ache haſt thou not made an hedge about 
n ;” Ke. But put forth now. thine hand, and 
ateuch all mat he bath, _ 51 will eurſe theę to thy 
fa e.“ How now, thoy * is this a ſign I an 
. ppright ſoul, to deſire to ſerve God when Fg is taken 
rom bim; Is he a godly 550 Nook will ſerve God for 
1 rather thap 1 give. out? Bleſſed be God 155 


110900 TS have * Iren heart; for I am reſolved 
giving me |t 0 never to deny my pro- 
felon,” 


though 1 ba . at all.for my gaing, 


juſe u hether | 
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7 as I was ths conſidering, that ſcripture was 
let before me Pfalm xliv. 12, &c. 

339 'Now 'wa my heart full of comfort; for 1 
deppen it We, Adecere. 1 Could not have been with- 
out this trial for much: and I hope 1 ſhall bleſs God 
or ever,” forthe teachings 1 have had'by it. Many 
more of the dealings of God towards me, I might 
relate : But meſe out of. the fpoils won in battle 
„ have I Yedicatel to maintain the houſe af Na a 
4 . 1 92 2. | ? | 


: "The concuunton. a 

«Of; ad e temptations that ever T met. with ; in 
x We, to queſtion the being of God, aud 
the trurh of goſpel 1 Is the worſt, and the worft. to 
de borne. * naß t this temptation comes, it takes, aw 
440 girdle from me, asd removeth the, foundation 
m vnder me. O I bave often, thought of 4hat 

ke „Have Jour loins. girt about With truth 
295 of that, Wen the e e are ene, 

0 what can the 4 teous do: 75 


Sometimes When after in committed, have 
eu: for ſore W from dhe hand of Gal, 
4 the wery next th at 1 haye had. From tim hath been 
= - ine 88880 Very of bis grace, me imes, when/T have 
1 [beep h Fomtorres, I Rave” 80 mylelf a fool for my 
inking under Frowne, nd then, again, when 1 
bare eb ie 1. ag ht 1 was not wiſe to 
. give. fuch u Wy. * mtart.” 7 With ſuch ſtreng th, and 

3 e have böth rheſe been "upon me. 

= I have pondered mach at this one thin; That 
chan Bod goth viſit 1 TY gal Minh never. 97 fed 
A 4 Hicover of himfeff, 607 bave woods ain, that 
. och hours haue atte Fic me afterwards, that I have 
= Woe in ar, of kit 46 6% Ried with gar neſs, that 1 
26010 5 ich as qgce conceive, whiat t at gd 
TA rar Apel Was with, which I have ehe 
rezne 
1 have ſo kometirden Nen re in 1350 f the 

in; ible; then 'I. 12 5 well” te 77185 $a A of der; 
dy et at another time tl the whole ble n Zn 
0 bis A8 dry as a flick; (or. rather, my heart. bath 
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*been fo dead dug, . . ts tha that” 1 ud .nqt 
de the leaft drani of | relret NEn's } 1 have 
. over. a en . 
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In ne S ue” Tt was to 9) Je Light cane ater” 
q 5. Of all fears, they are beſt that are made by the 


1 blood n of all joy, that is the ſweeteſt 
that is mixed with 'mourning over Chriſt: Oh! ic 
| 5*'s goodly thing to be on our Knees, with Chriſt in 
our arms, before God. I hope 1 know. ſomething 
4 of theſe things. * & ; ; W- 1 360 PRs f i 
6. T find to this day feven' abominstlods in my 
heft: 1. Inelipiog tb Unbenef. 3. Suddenly 10 for- 
| get the love and mercy that Chriſt maniteſteth. 3. 
A Teaning'to the'works of th= law. 4. Wanderings 
and coldneſs in prayer, "5. To forget to watch for 
that I pray for. 6. Ahr i murmur betavle 1 have 
N no more, and yet ready to abuſe what T have. J. I 
d can do none of theſe things which God commands 
0 me, but my cor ruptions will thurſt in themſelves: 
Y When I woulddo good, is evil preſent with we 
n 7. Theſe things I continually ſee and feel, and 


. am afflicted and oppreſſed wiih; yet the wiſdom of 
I God doth order them for my good, 1. They make 
„ me abhor myſelf, 2. They keep me from truſting 
my heart. 3. They convince me of the inſuſſiciency- 
4 of all inherent righteoufbefs. 4. They ſhew me the 
„, neceſſity of flying to Jeſus. 5. They preis me to 
I pray unto God. 6. They ſhew- mie the need-I have 
2 to watch and be ſoher. 7 And provoke me to pray 


y unto God, through Chriſt, to help me, and carry 
[ me through this world, nee e 
0 un. ae * : Pe: | * a 
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- A brief Charader of Mr: JOHN BUNYAN, 


it tat , [hes 
d Heeren in countenance to be of a ſtern and 
t rough temper; but in his converſation mild 
e and: affable,” not given to loquacity, or much diſ- 
1 courſe in company, unleſs ſome urgent occaſion re. 
d quired it; obſerving never to boaſt of himſelf, or his 
'. parts, but rather ſeem low in his owh eyes, aud 
jubmit himſelf to the jugdment of others; abborzing 5 
5 lying and ſwearing, being juſt in all that lay in his 
; power to his word ;. not ſeeming to revenge injuries, 
N loving to reconcile differences, and make frendſhip 
1 withiall: ' He had a ſharp quick eye, accompliſhed 
b with an excellent diſcerningi of perſons, being of 
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| judgment and quick Wit. As for his perſon, 
Fi a ert 7 * NM 3 +. * N $4" 21 2. 
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as tall of ſtature, ſtro ned though not 
19 0 lept, N a 11 face, with parks: 
£yes,, wearing his hair upon 175 upper lip,after, 


| the old. Brig faſhion ; his hair 3 but, in bis 


latter days time; ha ſprink! d -it with grey; his, 
noſe well "ſet, Ge IRE or beading, amd, 
his mouth m rd rake large, his forehead ſometh ivg 
bigh, and his ba ite! 1 ys. lain, and, modeſt, An 
thus have, we e dri internal au 
external. pas t's Wee whole, eath hath 55 
much reßrelted; a, perſon, who had tried the {miles 
and frowns of time, not puffeq up in proſperity, nor, 
halen in e in holding the e mean. 
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TIN, is the. greaj block and bar 30 our bappineſs 

the procureriof all miſeries to man, both here 
and hereafter. Take away ſin, and nothing cen 
hurt us: for death temporal, ſpiritual and eternal, 
is the wages of it. 

Sia, ang man for. (in, is the object of the mintbof 
God. How dreadful therefore mult his caſe be whe: 
continues in fin! for who can bear or grapple with. 
the Wrath of God? 

No ſin againſt God can be little; becauſe. it is a- 
gainſt the great God of heaven and earth; but if 
the ſinner can fiod out a little God, it may de ly 
to find out little ſins. Fg 

Sin turns all God's grace into vantonneſs g it is 
the dare of his juſtice, the rape of his mercy, the: 
zeex of his patience, the-light. of his power, and the 
contempt of his love. | $4; 

Take beed of giving thyſelf liberty! of wed 
ting ane ſin, fr that will lead:thee to andther, till 
by anilh cuſtom it become natural, 6! 1206 

To begin a ſin is to lay a. foundation for a conti 
nuance; this continuance is iche mother of cuſtom. 
and impudence at laſt the iſſu . „ % 1 
The death of Chriſt:giveth ustthe beſt: Aiſcotery 
i curſelves, in » hut eoddition we were, in that 
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nothing could help us but that; and the moſt clear 
diſcovery of the dreadful nature of our fins $*tor:if 
ſin be o dreatifulaithing as to wring the heart ot 


the Son of TRY "oO * you BOY be able to 


aurnad: | 79:74 $9214 3 N 


fr _ # x 4 e 5 7 8 , 
gan B line 1. e 


e ee ee «ina + 1 
JOthing'ean- render ofi&ion-1o/ rinfop portable 
as the bad of in. Would you therefore” Be 


fired for afflict ions? be ſure to Ng the bürden of 


your fins laid! aſide, und then what a Mons foeyer 


you may meet wit wall beivery eaſy to you. 


If thou canſt hear and bear the "od of aflliction 
which God ſhall lay upon thee, remember this 
telſon, Thou aft: beaten that thou mayſt be *bettdr. 

The Lord uleth' his flail of tribulation to Wen me 


the chaff fromithe Wheat. 3 


+ The ſchool of the croſs is the Sehdotiof lighe; | it 
diſcovers the world's vanity, baſeneſs and wWicked- 
neſs, and leis us ſee more of God's mind. Out of 


dark-affiiftions comes ſpiritual light, 


In times. of affliction we commonly meet with, the 
ſweetelt experience of the love of God. 
Did we heartily renounce the: oleafares of this 
arid. we ſhould be very little troubledifor our af- 
AiQtionsy' that which.rengders an affſicted iſtate fo in- 
ſupportable to many, is becauſe they are too much 
addicted to the pleafares of this dite, aud: ſo cannot 
endure that which makes a ſeparationbenm set them. 


OF Repentance, and Coming to C 715 LY 
HE end of: affii tion is the diſcovery of fir, 
and of that to bring us to a Saviour. Let us 


therefore, with the prodigal, return RE! him, and 


we n ſhall find eaſe and reſt. 


A xepenting penitent, 8 formerly as bad as 
the worſt of ny may by oe” kn become as 
good as the beſt. 

To be truly ſenſible of fn, 110 forrow for diſ. 
pleaſing of God; to be affficted that he is diſpleaſed 
dy us, more than he is:diſpleaſed with us. 

Vour intentions to repentance, and the neglect of 
that ſoul- ſaving duty, will riſe * in Jostzment 
ee. LIFT 


"Repoytance carries mind a adipite-thvtoric, and 


oo Grace abounding to the 


. werfe Ebriſt to ego ONS of fins com- 
mitted againſt him. 0 $52.80 
Say not! ito: chyielt, To. morros 1 "willy \repent; 
for it is thy duty to do it! day 
The goſpel of grace and ſalvation is above all doe- 
trines the moſt dangerous, if it be received in word 
only by graceleſs men; if it be not attended with a 
need, oſ a Saviour, and bringathem to him. 
For adh men 43 have only the mbtien of it, abe of 
all. man moſt miſerable; for by»; reaſon of their 
kKyowing mere than heathens,/ this all only be woir 
final portion, ihat they hall ES : 
1.97 +- inn | N * n Deine 
C1 dine! Of Pray ar. via bod toit 
Z Blore | /you;enter into 1 af thy foul. theſe 
3 Weis 5k. To what end, Oi my ſoul, art 
1 retired into this place? Artthou not come: to 
diſconrle the Lord in prayer? Is he preſent, will he 
hear thee Is he merciful, will het help thee? Is thy 
buſigeſs. flight, is it Hot concerning//the welfare of 
thy ſoul? What words wilt thou uſe to. monte him to 
compaſſiote t. een 6 |; Fr £1 (15 
To make thy. mdparation! compling; confider that 
thou art hut “ duſt and aſhes, and he the great God, 
Father of way pron Jeſus Chriſt, „that clothes him- 
ſelf, with flight as with-a garment? that thou art a 
vile ſinner; he a holy God; that thou art but a poor 
crawliag worm, he the Omnipotent Creator. | | 
In albyour prayers forget not to thank the Lord 
for his mercies. 
When thou prayeſt, rather. let thy. hearbe with- 
out words, than thy. wordswithout an heart. 
Prayer will make a man ceaſe {nom ſin, or ſin will 


entice a man to ceaſe from prayer. 
The ſpirit of prayer is more precious than treaſures 
of gold and ſilver. Kreta 44451 


Pray often; tor prayer is a ſhield to the ſoul, a 
W to God, anda. Roarge for Satan. * | 
b Ofthe Lord'sDay, Strwant cant W IF 
AVE a ſpecial: care to ſandtify the Lord's day; 
for as thou W . it, fo it will ay with thee all 
1 lung. ie an 
Make the Lord's day the neces for thy ſoul, 
let the whole day be fpent-in prayer, W 
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or meditations; lay aſide the affairs of the other 
part of the week: let the ſermon thou haſt heard he 
converted into prayer. Shall God allow thee ſix 


days, and wilt not thou afford him one? 
In the church, be careful'to ſerve God; far thou 


: art in his eye and not in man's 


Thou mayeſt hear ſermons Men, and 40 well in 

practiſing . what thou heareſt; but thou muſt not ex- 
Wy e to be told thee'in a pulpir all that thou oughteſt 
to do; but de ſtudious in ſearching the fcriprures, 
and reading good books. What thou heareſt may 
be forgotieh'3 byy » hat chou readeſt may better be 
retained. | 

Forſake not the? gblic worſhip'of God, teſt God 
forſake aal not only in public, but in private. 

la the week day, when thou rifeſt in the morning, | 
Gar; 1 Thou muſt die. 2. Thou'mayft die that 
minute. 3. What will become of thy ſoul: Pray of- 
ten at ncht, eoilſider, * . What Hps thou Rat Tom- 
"mitted. 2. How often alt thou prayedt 3, What 
hai hy mind ky lrg benr upon, 4 4 hat Hi: ch been 
thy dealing: > dads 46. If bm 
calleſt to min re ere "ot che day 1 
but confeſſioß tb 
every morning apt . 0 nake up up thy 1 5 


| reckoning \ = wala * 


een mo Look of the World 
OTHING gnore. hiodgrs.a; ſoul from coming to 
Chriſt than vain love, ob the world; and still 
a foul 6 freed from it, it can neyar en true love 
OT God., 795 
a the — and, riches. of this work} whea 
compared do; the glories of a, rn of life? 
aye, not the World; ae a moth; ina Chriſ- 
Oe n Fan, e oo 
ale deſpiſe dhe world is the way,to enjoy heaven: 
and bleſſed are they who. debate canverſe weed 


by Ae, it fry wet TED... 
What fally can begreaterthan to labeu for the meat | 


that ede and ſasglect the food ot ęternal life? 


| 9907 3 he cork muſt 15 e at parting - 
1 ory en ist e time Kia, r 
0 ſeek younſelk, in this world is to be-loſt ; and 

7 i de humble Nee on rr 13 4. 


n 


142 | Grace B. ing to the 


| The ander that delig nterh i in the dainties of this 
world, httle thioketh' bat thoſe very creatures will 
one day witnels againſt n 
Of .$ ring. 

15 is "abt. every wü ee makes a martyr; but 
. ſuffering for the word of God after g right man- 
ner; that on Not. ogly for righteouſneſs ake; not 
only for truth put out. of love. to. truth z.,agt only 
far God's word, 0 according to it; to Wit, iy that 
holy, Arbe, mee Waüneeoes; a, .word, of Ped 
required 3 bY | 1 „ 

95 t is a 15 hing L luffet 1 arigh Fer a have my 
ſpirit in u ring, beat on inſt. G er 
ſin; ſin f in d AN ſin i in e fn io life, and 

in con 8408 

1 e pag men of the world, cannot kill Fg 
þ e or Wii but by thy -own_ hand; 
85 8 pig 3 J. ches al Lay * a thy, own 


4 * 7 2. 
1 7s 


Wy 15 15 doth! indeed ſuffer ſor the 

"Te er 8 woof love he Hears Are be. tergpied 
11 change DN the good, will of the world, 

1 avs 9 0 75 hi berchet belt of Chriſtidas are 


ſt 1 ktimes; ſit, pg. 1 haxe thought, 3 
E f MD Ty are.no. better, 775 
e. u 
1 boly 5 po 155 in ee the ir 2g, 


15 who ſo idle as they in the time of gheir proſperity 


167 #0 Of Dhath and Jigme. 207 A. 
8 the! debif Hbours by all "mans to keep” 

A. other "things that are 8600 lb 10 keep out of 
the heart as much as in him lies, the thoug hts of af- 
Ang from this Hfe ine angther WU; fr he kudws, 

it he cap bur keep them from he Nrious thoughts 
ole deat hie fhall the mork M Pa firs.” 

Nothing will make us more ear 'work 

- out the Work of ourfſalvation;" tha MINS me- 
' diratfon of mortality; nothing Huth Wins og ita. 
ence for the taking off our hearts from yanities; and 
, for the begetting in cus defires' after hotin is. $48 
''O bender, what'a conditio ib tou fall into when 
tem departe a this world, if Reb depart 15 
ted] Thou hadſt better Me een ſmothereg 
firſt hour thou waſt bon; thou Hagſt better h 
been plucked one limb trom another; — 15 
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better have bee made 2 dog, a toad, a ſerpent, 


than to die unconverted: and chis thou wilt r find 
true if thou repent not. 

A man would be counted a fool to licht judge 
before whom he is to have a trial of his whole 
eſtate. The trial we have before God is of other- 
guiſe importance; it concerus our eternal happineſs 
or miſery; and yet dare we affront him? 

The only way for us to eſcape that terrible judg- 
ment, is to be often per ng a ſentence of coadem- | 
nation upen ourſelves he 

When the ſound of the trumpet Mall be heard, 
which ſhall ſummoen the dead to appear before tlie 


| tribunal of God, che righteous ſh all haſten out of 


their graves, with joy, to meet their Redeemer in 
the clouds; others ſhall call to the hills and moun- 
tains to fall upon them, to cover them from the ſight 
of their judge. Eet us therefore in time be pot ag 
ourſelves W me two we ſhall be. SEA Bo 
the 1 of Have e eee 
Turns no good in this life but what is mingled | 
with ſome evil. Honours perplex, riches Jif- 
quiet; and pleatutes ruin health; but in heaven we 
ſhall find bleſſings in their purity, without any in“ 
gredient to imbitter, with every thing to ſweeten 
them. 

Of who is able to conceive the inexpreſſible, in- 
conceivable joys that are there None, but they ho 
have taſted of them. Lora, help us to put ſuch a 
value upon them here, that in order to prepare our- 
ſelves tor them, we may be willing to forego the loſs 
of all thoſe deluding pleafures here. 

How will the heavens echo- of j joy, when the bride; 
the Lamb's wife mall come to dwell. with her huſ- 
band for ever: & | 

Cherilt is the deſire of nations, the joy of angels, | 
the delight of the, Fath her; what ſolace; then mult 
that ſg al be Filled Fu that hath he poſſeſſion of My 
way ernityt . 

1 what 4 ons of joy. will there be, when | 
ail he childreg » od hall. meet together, without | 
fear ol heing diſtagbed. by the Antichriſtian and | 
Cainiſh 6 Fg by 

Is there not a time coming 'whea the godly ay | 
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744 Strate abounding, Ec. 

xt 494407 

atk the wicked, what: profit they have in thein plea ; 
ſure? What comfort in their greminaled and what 
fruit in all their labour? ; 
If you would be better, ſatisfied what the beide = 
cal. viſion means, my requeſt is, bac n would live 
holily, and. go and ſe. FE vs 


| Of the Tormests of Hell, 


Fre * F 9 
£ 4 8 4 Y 3 


raven and ſalvation; is it ere more pro- 
miſing to the godly, then hell and damnation is 
threatened to, and. 2 on the wicked! 
When one man is n may! bid adieu te all 1 
pleaſures,” 2 1 0 
Ohl who Khows! the power of God's wrath — 5 
None hin damned: onesee 23 
Singers company are the devil «hd his angels tor- 
menting in everlaſting fire with @ curſe!” 
Heli would be a kind of paradiſe, if it were no 
| worſe than the-worſt. of this world. 
As different as grief is from jey, as torment fran 8 
reſt, as terror from peace, ſu different is the ſtate f 


Gnners from that of. 0864 in the world to come. 
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